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THEY DID IT! 
 
Greasley and District Civic Society have 
succeeded in saving the Red Chapel in 
Kimberley from destruction following a 
sustained campaign. The historic chapel 
was the subject of a year long battle to 
save it from the hands of developers who 
wished to demolish and erect three houses 
on the site. Thousands of people in 
Kimberley and the surrounding area 
demonstrated the strength of their support 
for the Society by signing petitions to keep 
the Victorian chapel as built. Whilst The 
Eastwood & Kimberley Advertiser was 
bombarded with letters from those wanting 
to see the building retained. Nationally the 
Red Chapel appeared on the web site of 
“Save Britain’s Heritage”. Planning 
permission was finally granted for 
sympathetic conversion to a single 
dwelling. A delighted Sue McIntee, Vice-
Chairman of Greasley and District Civic 
Society said, “We would like to thank 
everyone who supported our campaign to 
save this beautiful heritage building”. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
WELL DONE JIM 
 
We very much regret having to report the 
retirement due to personnel commitments of Jim 
Heppell. Jim was our first secretary. At a time 
when we had no Chairman and no Secretary, Jim 

stood up and said, “I’ll do it”. Despite a busy 
schedule in his beloved home town of Sleaford, 
Jim went on to be Vice-Chairman, East MASA 
representative on the National Council of Civic 
Societies, and first editor of East MASA Magazine. 
Jim and Bernice Heppell have been towers of 
strength in the amenity societies movement and 
continue politically active in Sleaford. We wish 
them well on behalf of you all and look forward to 
seeing them soon. 
 
HELP – WE NEED IT. 
 
We are now down to three active officers. Your 
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer have to cover 
their own duties as well as attending Civic Trust 
meetings, NCCS meetings and even some of your 
meetings. Also helping to organise the annual 
Awayday, finding guest speakers, arranging tours 
and walks, producing East MASA Magazine (Now 
four times a year) and maintaining a web site! We 
need some help. Please get in touch. We meet 
only eight times a year, including Association 
general meetings and the AGM. We would be so 
grateful for anything anyone can do to assist. 
 
EVENTS PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE 
 
23rd April: AGM at Melbourne, Derbyshire. The 
usual business followed by a pub lunch and then 
one of the best guided walks ever! This is no 
exaggeration. Melbourne CS organised the whole 
thing. Well done and thank you Melbourne. 
 
18th June: The Newark Awayday. Civic Society 
members converged on Newark from all over the 
East Midlands for a whole day of exhibitions, talks 
and guided walks devoted to this beautiful 
Nottinghamshire town. Newark Civic Trust took the 
strain of organising this highly successful event. 
Well done and thank you Newark. After Boston, 
Leicester and Newark we need a volunteer host 
society for 2006 please. 
 
23rd July: General Meeting in Desborough, 
Northants as we publish. See our next issue. 
 
12th November: General Meeting in Melton 
Mowbray, Leicestershire. It’s a long way off but 
make a note in your diaries now. 

http://www.eastmasa.org.uk/


NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER     June 2005        www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic 
 
• Attack on the decline of our front gardens. Whereas many householders go to great lengths to make their back 

gardens something special, front gardens that make an important contribution to the street scene are often seen 
merely as a place to park the car. So front walls are demolished, hedges uprooted and tarmac spread over as much 
space as possible. BBC Gardeners World has also recently ‘had a go’ at this depressing trend. 

 
• Many societies overlook the importance of a corporate identity. Beeston CS is keen to establish one and have just 

adopted an attractive new logo to appear on letterhead and publications. 
 
• Beeston CS have just received the unexpected boon of a £20 discount off Civic Trust membership as two of their 

members have become individual members of the Civic Trust. If you would like to suddenly find yourself better off 
then this is an idea worth promoting amongst your membership. 

 
• Presentation given on the Beeston Transport Plan given by the County Council Environment Department. An 

interesting summary for those of you with Transport Plan concerns. 
 
• Presentation given by the Town Centre Manager. It’s always useful for local societies to get their Town Centre 

Managers on board. 
 
• Beeston CS have commented on the upgrade and renovation of the Broadgate in the east end of the town. 
 
BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS  June 2005  www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 
• Bourne CS have successfully launched their web site. See above. 
 
• Publication of “The Bourne Chronicle” an in-depth history of the town. Bourne CS say, “This information is valuable 

when promoting heritage, studying the sequence of events, conservation ideals and addressing local matters where 
silence is not an option”. 

 
• Bourne CS has supported the town’s second and highly successful “Market Towns Week”. Events included a film 

night, string band concert and a continental market that were all well supported. 
 
• The Civic Society has highlighted the blight of living under or near power lines following new research by Oxford 

Brookes University. Apart from serious health concerns, did you know that up to 30% could be knocked off the 
value of your property? 

 
BUXTON CIVIC ASSOCIATION LTD NEWSLETTER  Spring 2005 
 
• It’s good to hear from Buxton Civic Association for the first time. The Association is a large and powerful local 

society that owns and manages Poole’s Cavern and 200 acres of woodland around the town. Visiting parties from 
your society to the fabulous limestone caves of Poole’s Cavern are particularly welcome. (And well worth it – Ed)  

 
• The Association has recently tackled litter in Sherbrook Wood. Visitors to this beautiful place had left behind ten 

sacks full of rubbish including beer cans, bottles, crisp bags and fag packets. There was also a healthy cull of car 
tyres, old furniture and lots, lots more. Eight Association heroes cleaned all this away in two hours flat – but why 
was it there in the first place? 

 
• Buxton CA has supported the recent formation of a ‘Friends of the Pavilion Gardens’. Once again we urge you to 

help and support all and any ‘Friends’ organisations in your area. The benefits to your society will be immense. 
 



• High Peak Borough Council has adopted the High Peak Local Plan after proposed modifications. If anyone would 
like to inspect the plan it is available to view at the Town Hall, Buxton, Mondays to Fridays 9.00am to 4.30pm. The 
Plan is also available at libraries throughout the High Peak area. (See also the local authority web site? – Ed) 

 
• Did you know that if you have any volunteer staff running a heritage site open to the public, free courses covering 

improved standards of service in such areas as first aid, food hygiene, selling skills and customer care are available 
at the University of Derby? 

 
LOUTH CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER March 2005 
 
• Louth CT declares an ‘Action Year’. The Secretary of the Georgian Group addressed their AGM. If you have 

problems or concerns with any buildings dating from 1714 to 1837 the Georgian Group would like to hear from you. 
 
• Louth CT have taken the lead in saving the Old Market Hall when the local authority proposed selling it to a private 

developer. How many of us could tell a similar sad tale without the happy ending? If you want to know how it’s done 
then contact Louth CT. 

 
• The Trust continue to support environmental refuse collection whilst combating proposals to litter the centre of this 

historic town with plastic wheelie bins. If you want to know how it’s done then once again contact Louth CT. 
 
• A new style membership leaflet has been launched successfully. 
 
SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER June 2005 
 
• The verdict is unanimous – there are far too many takeaways in Spalding! Thus the results of a “Spalding Guardian” 

vox pop survey. However a new policy contained in the South Holland District Plan should make the problem easier 
to control. Applicants will have to demonstrate that any proposed takeaway, “would not lead to a concentration of 
such uses within a particular area which would cumulatively harm the amenity of local residents”. Spalding CS add 
that such outlets being ‘daytime dead’ reduce ‘daytime footfall’ nearby and therefore reduce the economic viability 
of other shops remaining. Action: Get your Local Plans out and start looking for this policy. If nothing is there then 
demand to know why. 

 
• The rules governing official ‘Blue Plaques’ are quite strict. However there’s nothing to stop you going for one or two 

unofficial, informative ones and Spalding & District CS are looking into doing just that. 
 
• There has been some improvement to the Westlode Street proposals previously reported – but not much. Spalding 

CS is striving to get various details improved. 
 
• Concerns expressed that the local planning department operates continually on the verge of a staffing crisis. 

Individual officers have to deal with far too many applications at once and there is little chance to look ahead and 
create proper planning briefs for particular sites. How many of us could echo these sentiments? 

 
• Civic Society Award Scheme launched. This is another good idea too few societies pursue. 
 
 

THANK YOU – PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 
 
 

East MASA Magazine: Editor Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire. LE11 1JT. 01509-215849. 
equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 
Photograph courtesy of Greasley and District Civic Society. 
 
The opinions contained in East MASA Magazine are not necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Amenity Societies Association or of its 
officers. 
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22nd January 2005 and civic society members from over the East Midlands join together with 
Greasley & District Civic Society and local residents to support the campaign to save the Red 
Chapel. Despite the smiles the weather was best described as ‘raw’ and this particular photo 
opportunity was immediately followed by a stampede to the comforting warmth of the “Nelson and 
Railway” where a substantial pub lunch was consumed. Thank you to Greasley Society for their 
hospitality – and once again well done! 
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