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YOUR SOCIETY? 
 
Last year the Civic Trust conducted a survey of its 
members and kindly sent us the responses from 
the East Midlands. The overall response was 36%. 
As this is statistically sound it enables us to feed 
you some information. So here it is – for better or 
worse – the Civic Societies of the East Midlands! 
 
There are 50 societies in the East Midlands Region 
with a total membership of 8,300. This is an 
average membership of 166 per society. The 
average membership subscription is £6.93. If your 
members and your subscriptions are less than this 
you should perhaps be doing something about it, 
as the market is obviously bigger than you think 
and will take more financial pressure than you 
think. This is important if you are concerned about 
income as 78% go on to state membership 
subscriptions as their principle income source. 
 
The good news is that 47% give membership as 
increasing, 40% as static and only 13% as 
decreasing. However, whereas 13% say their 
members are of a mixed age range, 40% say their 
members are mainly aged 40 – 65 and 47% say 
their members are mainly over 65. Needless to say 
no one has a membership mainly under 40. (I don’t 
know why the Civic Trust bothered to ask this one) 
This is not necessarily bad news, as the movement 
obviously thrives on the activity and experience of 
the retired. But you need to ensure that they are 
being replaced as time takes its inevitable toll! 
 
Most categories of membership are fairly standard 
but societies are split 50/50 over the question of 
household memberships and many of you react to 
a preponderance of elderly members by not 
offering any sort of concession membership. 
 
The information requested to help you do your job 
is of interest – and great relevance to East MASA. 
There were lots of different requests but nearly half 
of you specifically asked for three things, 
information on sources of funding, information on 

membership recruitment, (This included the 
inevitable query about younger people) and 
information on planning procedures and planning 
law. In short your worries are money, members and 
expertise! 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 
Members have suggested changing our name. In 
favour of change are the tongue-twisting sixteen 
syllables of our full title and that many associate 
‘amenity’ with refuse collection. Against change are the 
facts that the recognisable connexion with West MASA 
may vanish should we change our name and that the 
words “East MASA” are short and sweet. Let us know 
what you think. 
 
ADVERTISE YOUR EVENTS 
 
If you have any events, talks, guided walks, tours etc. 
at which members of neighbouring societies are 
welcome, just send the information to me and it will be 
issued with the next East MASA Magazine. The only 
‘rules’ are that it must be in a format to copy and issue, 
and that it will be limited to your immediate neighbours. 
 
THE 2006 AWAYDAY 
 
Three societies have run successful “Awaydays” over 
the last three years. But we are still searching for that 
illusive volunteer for 2006.  
 
MEETINGS GUIDE 
 
12th November: General Meeting. Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire. Fifteen came from eight societies, which 
is an improvement. (But still not very good) After lunch 
Melton CS took us on an enthusiastic tour of this 
beautiful place. The Society has obviously made a 
difference to the town - the Heritage Plaques are 
particularly impressive. However they are struggling at 
the moment, with too few doing too much. East MASA 
will of course be doing anything it can to help. 
 
21st January 2006: Grantham Civic Society is our kind 
host – as we write. 
 
22nd April: 5th AGM: Rutland County Museum, Oakham. 
A welcome return to this marvellous venue. Question – 
How do we get a Civic Society up and running in 
Oakham and/or Uppingham? Answers please by the 
meeting. 
 
22nd July: Nottinghamshire’s turn – Any volunteers 
please? We need to know now. 
 
21st October: Derbyshire’s turn – Any volunteers? 

http://www.eastmasa.org.uk/
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NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
 
Dec. 2005             www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic
 
Despite a widespread belief that nothing can be done, 
trailer advertising in roadside fields is illegal. Existing 
legislation gives local authorities the right to prosecute 
but they often do not have the resources to do so. 
Backed by road safety groups, CPRE are lobbying 
Parliament to amend the Road Safety Act to force local 
planning authorities to act. 
 
English Heritage is rolling out its ‘Blue Plaque’ scheme 
in the East Midlands. Civic Societies can be of 
invaluable assistance with this. See the English 
Heritage Web Site of full details. 
 
There are major concerns over the loss of mature trees 
in the town. Beeston CS has some bright ideas. 
Contact them if you want to know more. 
 
A report from the House of Commons Science and 
Technology Committee says that half the population of 
the UK cannot see the Milky Way any more due to 
excessive light pollution and they suggest that such 
pollution be classed as a statutory nuisance. Civic 
Societies can press their local authorities for action, as 
they are usually major property owners and if a unity 
authority, responsible for street lighting. Beeston and 
Leicester Civic Societies are both planning action. 
 
BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 
Dec. 2005           www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk
 
Following a campaign by Bourne CS, derelict shops on 
North Street are to be rebuilt and refurbished. 
 
The Worth Project for Baldocks Mill Heritage Centre – 
run by the Civic Society – is going from strength to 
strength. See our ‘Photo Supplement’ on the back 
page. 
 
DESBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
Dec. 2005             www.desboro.net/civicsociety
 
Plans have been submitted for redevelopment of the 
former Co-op Drapery Building. The CS is seeking 
assurance that the external facades and clock tower 
roof are to be restored to their original glory, together 
with the superb stained glass removed from the 
windows. 
 
Desborough Heritage Centre, run by the Civic Society, 
is thriving. The grants officer from the Heritage Lottery 

Fund has recently visited the Centre and made 
encouraging noises about the Society’s wish for larger 
and permanent premises in the future. 
 
The grants officer has also visited the Cemetery 
Chapel – owned by Kettering Borough Council – to 
discuss funding for its restoration for community use. 
 
DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTERS 
 
Autumn and Christmas 2005 
 
Councillors have overruled officers’ recommendations 
and rejected an application for two all-weather 
illuminated football pitches. These facilities are often 
the source of massive light pollution. (See article from 
Beeston) 
 
A comprehensive and attractive proposal for flats, 
offices and commercial units on Sheffield Road has 
been withdrawn following planners claiming there is no 
demand for low cost housing in Dronfield. A revised 
application has been submitted subsequently. 
 
The Civic Society has successfully opposed a 12.5 
metre phone mast (That’s forty feet to us old folks) 
 
Dronfield won a Silver Award in this year’s “Britain in 
Bloom.” A start has already been made on planning 
and planting for 2006 – Well done. 
 
All enquiries regarding excessive noise from licensed 
premises should be referred to your local planning 
authority licensing department (Keep ‘em busy!) All 
instances of unruly behaviour should be reported 
immediately to the police. 
 
GREASLEY & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
       www.gdcs.org.uk 
 
IKEA have applied for outline planning permission 
under the name Aurora II BV to add 14 new shops, 
8,654 square metres of employment floor space, an 
indoor play area and 1,677 car-parking places. This in 
addition to 14,194 square metres of retail floor space 
will generate an extra £1.2 million in business rates for 
Broxtowe Borough Council to collect each year. (We 
hope they have a big enough wheelbarrow for it!) 
 
Greasley & District CS have held two public meetings 
to ensure a good understanding of public views. The 
IKEA project team have presented their plans to a 
concerned audience. The concerns raised centred 
around impacts on traffic congestion, impact on 
environment and local business. If this project goes 
ahead in the current form, the site will provide five 
times the retail space of Eastwood, Kimberley, Nuthall, 
Giltbrook, Awsworth, Brinsley, Watnall, Moorgreen and 
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Newthorpe and this will damage the effectiveness of 
the town-centre regeneration projects that have been 
trying to re-invigorate local trade. The final design for 
the site has yet to be published but it is time this area 
was given a lift  to make the place welcoming for the 
people who live there.  
 
IKEA agree that there is curently a traffic problem. 
They claim there will be a 20% increase in traffic, yet 
the floor space will increase by 64% and parking will 
increase by 72%. Examination of IKEA’s Transport 
Assessment reveals that their survey claims a current 
maximum queue length of seven cars - but see the 
reality in this magazine’s ‘Photo Supplement’. 
 
Broxtowe Borough Council is to make their decision at 
the Development Control Committee meeting of 18th 
January. If they decide to pass the proposals, then 
Greasley & District CS will ask the Government Office 
for the East Midlands to intervene.  
 
LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 
Dec. 2005         www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk
 
The ‘Bowstring Bridge is a much loved local landmark. 
(See Photo Supplement) However, although it carries 
footpath and Right of Way, Leicester City Council 
consider it an expensive nuisance. Leicester CS has 
had to evoke the “Freedom of Information Act” to get 
the report of the Council’s engineer released to the 
public. However, whereas the cost of restoration has 
been included the local authority Public Interest Panel 
has ruled that the cost of demolition is commercially 
sensitive – and they refuse to say why. This has raised 
the fear that demolition could be more costly than 
restoration and the Council just want to get rid of it 
regardless of the cost. Quite apart from the questions 
this poses for the future of the historic built environment 
in local authority hands, it also casts the actual use of 
the FI Act in rather a bad light. 
 
Leicester CS has launched an Annual Awards Scheme 
that focuses on the historic built environment of the City 
and they have been successful in obtaining 
sponsorship from a leading local hotel. (This is good 
news given that the most expensive part of any such 
‘do-it-yourself’ scheme is going to be the actual awards 
ceremony and dinner) 
 
Leicester CS will be making one award for the 
Restoration of the historic built environment and one 
award for New Build specifically where that 
compliments the historic built environment. They have 
also chosen only to award  ‘excellence’, even though 
this may risk the conclusion that excellence has not 
been achieved and no award under a specific category 
can be made for that year. However there have been 
three first-rate nominations already and it is likely that 

the Society will be able to make awards under both 
categories for 2005 after nominations close at the end 
of February this year. 
 
SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST 
NEWSLETTERS 
 
Autumn and Winter 2005 
 
Thanks to Sleaford & District Civic Trust for their first 
contributions to these pages. 
 
Sleaford is lucky to possess the vast Bass Maltings, 
one of the most incredible agriculture-industry 
complexes surviving from Victorian England The 
Trust’s Autumn Newsletter has a fascinating article 
about the history and politics behind proposals to 
rescue and restore these unique buildings. 
 
 

WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
We are extremely grateful to Wellingborough CS for 
bringing to our attention the remarkably successful use 
in Hastings of notices served on properties under 
Section 215 of the 1990 Town & Country Planning Act. 
Local authorities may serve these on any property that 
it deems to be damaging the amenity of its neighbours. 
These do NOT need to be Listed Buildings NOR do 
they need to be in Conservation Areas. For those 
societies hitherto unaware this is potentially very useful 
information. 
 
 
THANK YOU – PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 
 
 
The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with 
the Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association and the East Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association. Graham Reddie MBE ARIBA 
MRTPI is the President of both Associations. 
 
Chairman East MASA & National Committee of Civic 
Societies Representative: Councillor Ernie Napier, 75 Robin 
Hood’s Walk, Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY 
eastmasachair@aol.com  
 
Hon. Secretary East MASA: Robert Kitchener, 124 Beech 
Avenue, Bourne, Lincolnshire, PE10 9RB, 
robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk  
 
Hon. Treasurer East MASA & Editor East MASA Magazine: 
Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, LE11 1JT.  
equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 
The opinions contained in East MASA Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association or of its officers. 

http://www.leicestercivicsociet.org.uk/
mailto:eastmasachair@aol.com
mailto:robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:Equanimity@simurg.co.uk


PHOTO SUPPLEMENT. THREE DIFFERENT CONCERNS - DEAR TO THE HEARTS OF OUR MEMBERS 
 

 

LEICESTER: The once 
mighty ‘Bowstring Bridge’ 
that carried the main line of 
the Great Central Railway 
from Manchester to 
London, strides across the 
River Soar and Western 
Boulevard at Leicester. 
Sole surviving bridge of its 
type on the GC route, 
memorial to a lost heroic 
age of engineering and 
transport excellence - 
under threat from lack of 
maintenance and lack of 
care. 
 
 
 
 

 
BOURNE: The Worth 
Project – Charles 
Frederick Worth Victorian 
dressmaker. Successful 
fund raising progressing 
for new local history 
displays to enhance the 
Baldocks Mill Heritage 
Centre. 
 
GREASLEY: The Civic 
Society camera cannot 
lie! Proposed massive 
expansion of IKEA at 
Giltbrook Retail Park. 
The developer’s 
Transport Assessment 
claims that existing 
queues at the entrance 
are a maximum of seven 
cars. Does this look like 
seven cars to you? 
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