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DON’T PANIC! 
 
In East MASA Mag No. 5 our analysis of your 
responses to the Civic Trust questionnaire showed 
that many of you had the same three worries. One - 
you were worried about how to attract more 
members and two - how to make more money. Your 
first port of call here is Saskia Hallam at the Civic 
Trust. Saskia has spent a long time in full 
recognition of these worries and has an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of how to deal with them. 
Get in touch – she’ll be delighted to hear from you. 
 
Secondly you were worried about lack of expertise. 
Don’t be. There are lots of people out there to help 
you on questions relating to planning law, listed 
buildings and conservation area legislation. The 
key is web sites. In the old days you would have 
had to travel all the way to some remote 
organisation’s HQ just to see what they’d put out in 
their reception area. Now you have an electronic 
library to hand. First try your local planning 
authority. Most produce leaflets, primarily for 
property owners, explaining what they can and 
cannot do if their building is listed, in a CA or 
subject to an Article 4 Direction and give some of 
the law behind this. Many produce lists, maps and 
leaflets on their SAM’s, listed buildings, CA’s, 
protected parks & gardens etc. Beyond this there 
some excellent sites out there. Try English Historic 
Towns Forum publications. (There’s a link to their 
site from ours) English Heritage has a good one 
and some really good publications and links. And 
try the ODPM publications department in Wetherby. 
 
You also have to be opportunistic. Last year my 
own society saw a guide published by Planning Aid 
For London that looked useful. So we bought one 
and it was. This year we wanted two more. Planning 
Aid said that the new Planning & Compulsory 
Purchase Act now outdated certain parts of it but 
they still had copies and we could therefore have 
two for a donation. Get searching. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ONE VOLUNTEER 
 
George Wilkinson, Chairman of Newark Civic Trust, 
has joined your hard-pressed team of officers. We 
haven’t found George a job yet – but we will! 
 
EVENTS GUIDE 
 
21st January 2006: It seems a long while ago now but 
didn’t we have a lovely time the day we went to 
Grantham? Twenty-seven turned up representing no 
less than fourteen member societies. These included 
first time visits by Retford CS (Notts.), Wigston CS 
(Leics.) and a new society from Leicestershire, 
Wymondham & Edmondthorpe. We were all made very 
welcome by Grantham CS who organised a great day 
out. The highlight was Grantham Church with its 
breathtaking tower and steeple. William Ruskin was 
said to have swooned away at first sight and Simon 
Jenkins’s book claims this is the finest parish church in 
England. Visiting the ancient chain library above the 
south porch was a particular treat. 
 
22nd April:  Fifth AGM at Oakham Castle, Rutland as we 
go to print.  
 
24th June: THE RETFORD AWAYDAY. Hurrah! See 
flyer enclosed. Retford CS is going to a great deal of 
trouble on our behalf. Please give them your support 
on the big day. 
 
22nd July: General Meeting at Southwell (Notts.) as the 
guests of Southwell CS. If you’ve never visited 
Southwell Minster now’s your chance. A must for 
followers of the Green Man. 
 
21st October: Derbyshire’s turn. Negotiations are still in 
hand with several Derbyshire member societies that 
we’ve never visited before. Watch this space. 
 
20th January 2007: General Meeting at Kettering as the 
guests of Kettering CS. Our first visit to this large and 
influential Northamptonshire society. 
 
21st April 2007: Sixth AGM at Kibworth Harcourt 
(Leics.) as the guests of Kibworth Harcourt CS. 
Question: How can we do more for our village society 
members? 
 
NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
WIGSTON CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
Winter 2005 
 
Wigston CS are sending “Letters of Commendation” to 
shops whose shop fronts are enhancing the street 
scene rather than detracting from it. Now there’s a 
good idea! 

http://www.eastmasa.org.uk/
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Concerns over the loss of front gardens. Those 
concerned should contact Beeston CS who is taking a 
lead on this subject. 
 
Concerns over mobile phone masts. Those concerned 
should try contacting Leominster CS, Herefordshire, 
who some years ago made themselves the masters of 
this complex business. 
 
The usual concerns over litter and graffiti. The good 
news is that local authorities have just been given new 
powers to deal with these problems under the “Clean 
Neighbourhoods & Environment Act”. The act also 
coincides with the Local Environment Quality Survey 
for England that should give everyone access to 
information on the cleanliness of their locality and 
thereby force local authorities to make it a priority. The 
Environment Secretary said, “Local authorities have the 
responsibility to ensure that a minority does not 
continue to fly-tip, litter or graffiti. We have given local 
authorities the powers to clamp down on such 
behaviour – now they must start using them”. So there! 
 
There are many more good things in this attractive two-
side newsletter, proving they don’t need to be big and 
glossy to be a flagship publication for your society. 
 
SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY  
NEWSLETTER   
 
February 2006 
 
Demonstrating that Civic Societies also concern 
themselves with matters ecological, Spalding CS 
worries over the loss of biodiversity, what this means 
and whether civic society members do anything to 
help? Yes they can. Most have gardens. (Private 
gardens cover 7.5 million acres in England alone) To 
find out more contact the BBC Gardeners World web 
site who are very ‘hot’ on this sort of thing. 
 
In Paris signs say “Cyclists ride at walking pace” (Sorry 
that’s – “Cyclistes roulez au pas”) and apparently they 
do. When this was suggested as a good idea for 
Spalding Town Centre, officers replied, “It won’t work in 
Lincolnshire” Really? How do they know unless they try 
it first? 
 
Spalding’s newsletter has an excellent brief report on a 
new hospital development. A good description with 
drawings, all in less than two pages. Even your editor 
understood what was going on! Well done. 
 
Spalding CS has asked South Holland’s new 
conservation officer how they can best help her. The 
answer was to keep up the two-way conversation and 
the constructive criticism, both of which they do well. 
 

SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST 
NEWSLETTER 
 
Spring 2006 
 
Lincolnshire Heritage Open Days is a county wide co-
ordinated effort for Civic Trust HOD’s. As elsewhere 
they exist to celebrate local heritage and promote 
awareness of the historic environment. They arrange 
free opening of historic buildings and sites and 
organise other events of relevance. In Lincolnshire 
volunteers from various organisations including 
Sleaford & District CT undertake the work. Last year’s 
impressive programme included 74 events throughout 
the county based on the theme of ‘Transport’. This 
year’s theme is ‘Home & Families’. HOD’s will take 
place nationwide from 7th to 10th September. 
 
RETFORD SOCIETY NEWS          2006 
 
Returning to the front garden question, Retford CS hold 
an annual Front Garden Competition giving prizes for 
the best one in each of the town’s four wards. 
 
In 2005 Retford came third in East-Midlands-in-Bloom. 
(Behind Buxton and Market Harborough) Well done to 
all three. 
 
Retford gives  “Best Building Awards” every five years. 
The 2006 awards both went to neglected old houses 
lovingly restored. 
 
Retford is one of a surprisingly small number of 
societies taking advantage of Gift Aid for its 
membership subscriptions. (But see also Melbourne 
and Leicester below) As all Civic Societies are 
registered charities you can all do this relatively simply. 
If your treasurer would like to suddenly increase the 
value of your subscriptions by 28% then get on to the 
HM Revenue & Customs web site and look up leaflet 
IR65 now. 
 
NEWARK CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER  
 

                         January 2006 
 
Newark CT runs a “Conservation Watch/Buildings at 
Risk” initiative with George Wilkinson in charge, which 
‘tips-off’ Newark & Sherwood Council about things 
going on that shouldn’t be. These range from unofficial 
roof gardens caused by blocked gutters and down 
pipes to the sudden appearance of satellite dishes 
without the benefit of planning permission. This is a first 
rate idea that more societies could do with copying. We 
can’t expect local planning authorities to do it all 
themselves, though you do need one that is sufficiently 
interested to act on the information you give them. 
(Lucky Newark!) 
 



 3

There are always lots of interesting things in this 
newsletter. One was a discussion with local architect 
and Civic Trust member Ros Nicholson on how English 
vernacular architecture is coming back as a style for 
the 21st Century and how this is a reaction to many 20th 
Century styles that were too intrusive, particularly for 
small historic towns such as Newark. 
 
Newark Civic Trust run a large and successful annual 
awards scheme with awards made under eight different 
categories. There is too much on this to give you 
further details but contact George Wilkinson for further 
information. Newark certainly knows the way to do it. 
 
Newark CT also run an annual ‘Open Day’ stand at 
which the public can turn up and tell them what they 
think. Another good idea! 
 
Finally my favourite article was on Newark’s haunted 
probation office. Like the rest of this excellent 
publication – fascinating stuff! 
 
MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTERS  
 
January & April 2006 
 
Melbourne CS is deeply involved in the East Midlands 
Airport Master Plan. Commenting on the draft 
proposals they welcome such aspects as all 
development within the existing airport boundary, no 
plans for a second runway, improved public transport, 
staff recruitment in inner city areas and a higher 
contribution to the community fund. However there are 
proposals that will have a highly detrimental effect on 
our quality of life. The airport plans to double the 
number of night flights over the next five years. The 
existing fleet of freighters will keep flying until they are 
thirty years old. The airport will encourage night take-
offs by very large aircraft such as B747’s that are 
actually noisier than the old B727’s, recently phased 
out because they were too loud. In stark contrast with 
other UK airports they have no controls on night noise 
and vigorously reject all suggestions of applying any. 
 
Melbourne CS attacks these proposals as an unbridled 
expansion to noise and pollution with no concessions 
being made to the local community. Our members at 
Melbourne, Repton, Loughborough, Derby and 
Beeston are all affected by this development. Write to 
the airport and your MP before the 14th May deadline. 
Contact Melbourne CS urgently to find out the most 
effective way to protest. 
 
You’re all at it! Melbourne have given their annual 
award to the restoration of cottages at 29-33 Potter 
Street  (nearby my great-grandmother’s house – Ed) 
 
Melbourne CS has also started collecting subscriptions 
by Gift Aid. 

The report of their 32nd AGM shows Melbourne to have 
a vigorous Civic Society that is a credit to the town. 
They seem to do everything at once – tree planting, 
bulb planting, litter clean-ups, notice boards, guided 
walks, tours & visits, new publications, commenting on 
planning applications, giving awards – as well as 
fighting that airport – Whew! Well done Melbourne. 
 
LEICESTER CITIZEN                April 2006
            
www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk
 
Leicester CS proudly announces its first awards 
presentations. Graham Reddie, President of East 
MASA, made these at a ceremony on 7th April. The 
award for restoration went to the former church of St. 
Mark, a vast Victorian building rescued from ruin and 
restored as a banqueting and conference centre. The 
new build award went to the BBC and their architect 
Colin Bass, for the new Leicester Broadcast Centre, a 
home for Radio Leicester and the BBC Asian Network. 
This is an outstandingly clever modern building 
occupying a difficult and sensitive site by the Cathedral 
and 14th Century Guildhall. It is open to the public and 
with a first rate BBC shop is well worth a visit when 
you’re next in Leicester. Congratulations to the lucky 
winners. 
 
Notwithstanding the good news above, Leicester CS is 
concerned by the spread of badly designed tall 
buildings in the City. Work on a tall buildings policy is in 
tatters following Councillors’ failure to agree on 
anything sensible. 
 
Leicester too is launching Gift Aid subscriptions. That’s 
Louth, Retford, Melbourne and Leicester so far. Come 
on the rest of you. 
 
KETTERING CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
www.ketteringcivicsociety.ukf.net 
 
First time news from Kettering CS who is fighting to 
save a 1960’s mosaic. It is rare to see 1960’s public art 
surviving urban redevelopment. It is also rare to find 
public art from this decade that it is worth fighting to 
keep. The ‘Kettering Abstract’ is an outstanding good, 
well-crafted piece of work dating from 1962. It is a huge 
mosaic mural in glass and ceramics depicting the 
town’s history and graces the front of Kettering 
Grammar School, now the Tresham Institute. This is to 
be demolished to allow construction of a new college 
building and there are no official plans to rescue the 
mosaic. The college has agreed to give the mosaic to 
Kettering Civic Society if they can find a new home for 
it and pay to have it moved and re-erected. Find out 
more on the Kettering CS web site above 
 
 

http://www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk/
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GREASLEY & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY  
 
 www.gdcs.org.uk
 
The Secretary of State has issued an order preventing 
Broxtowe Borough Council from granting planning 
permission for the Giltbrook Retail Park without his 
expressed permission. This order is for an indefinite 
period as the planning application departs from the 
policies of the local plan. It is expected that this delay 
will be used by the Government Office for the East 
Midlands to decide on whether or not the application 
should go to a public inquiry. Greasley and District 
Civic Society, which has already held three public 
meetings on the proposals, believe this decision is key 
to the identity of Giltbrook, the living standards of its 
inhabitants and the vitality of its small businesses. 
 
IKEA previously withdrew an almost identical proposal 
last September after furious lobbying by the Civic 
Society and objections by the Highways Agency. This 
massive application violates thirty-six local planning 
policies, is at odds with the Greater Nottingham 
Transport Plan and has a transport assessment that 
has already been proven wrong. 
 
To support Greasley & District CS go to their website 
and sign the on-line petition now. 
 
DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
Spring 2006 
 
Dronfield CS continues to participate in East-Midlands -
in-Bloom, tying this in with their Lea Brook Valley 
Project aimed to “put the natural heart back into 
Dronfield”. This is progressing well with group 
meetings, liaison with the Town Council in order to 
achieve specific environmental aims and monthly litter-
picking operations. 
 
An application has been resubmitted for two floodlit 
football pitches (See East MASA Mag No.5) 
 
The North East Derbyshire District Plan has been 
formally adopted and can be viewed on www.ne-
derbyshire.gov.uk
 
BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
 
March 2006          www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic
 
With twenty-eight pages A5 format there is as usual a 
lot packed into this fascinating newsletter. 
 
A correspondent comments on the sudden acquisition 
by Beeston parish church of dazzling external wall 
lights that seem to achieve nothing but create excellent 

hiding places in the shadows beneath them. This leads 
nicely on to local crime prevention measures with a 
good presentation being made to the Society by the 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Broxtowe 
Borough Council. 
 
There is an interview with the new Town Centre Co-
ordinator that leads on to informed discussion of the 
‘Beeston Master Plan’  
 
The controversy over front garden loss continues to 
rage on, as does that over roadside trailer advertising. 
 
I can’t help admiring the way Beeston tackles larger 
issues by relating them to local problems. Whose says 
that Civic Societies have their heads in the sand? This 
is an inspiration to us all. 
 
Finally a – not so hilarious – article. Under the heading 
“Hope Springs Eternal”, it is reported that the statue of 
Hope (The Boer War Memorial) has been removed 
from the entrance to Broadgate Park thereby sending 
out the subtle message “Abandon Hope all ye who 
enter here”. In addition the expensive ‘improvements’ 
to Broadgate have only served to give a better view of 
the closed public toilets that prominently display an 
estate agent’s  “sold” sign. The only remaining public 
toilets in Beeston are at the Bus Station. An 
enterprising pub in the High Street now has a notice 
outside offering toilet facilities for £1 for those poor 
souls unable to make it to the bus station in time. The 
wealthy person or persons who brought the toilets can 
of course save on this expenditure by dropping in at 
their own convenience. 
 
THANK YOU – PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 
 
The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with 
the Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association and the East Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association. Graham Reddie MBE ARIBA 
MRTPI is the President of both Associations. 
 
Chairman East MASA & National Committee of Civic 
Societies Representative: Councillor Ernie Napier, 75 Robin 
Hood’s Walk, Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY 
eastmasachair@aol.com  
 
Hon. Secretary East MASA: Robert Kitchener, 124 Beech 
Avenue, Bourne, Lincolnshire, PE10 9RB, 
robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk  
 
Hon. Treasurer East MASA & Editor East MASA Magazine: 
Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, LE11 1JT.  
equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 
The opinions contained in East MASA Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association or of its officers. 

http://www.gdcs.org.uk/
http://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/
http://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/
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