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++++++++++++++ 
 
ALL CHANGE! 
  
At our meeting in Southwell on 22nd July, members 
voted to change the name of the East Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association to the East Midlands 
Association of Civic Societies. East MASA 
Magazine now becomes EASTMACS Magazine but 
we’ve kept the numbering to avoid confusion.  
 
Desborough CS has produced a good idea for a 
logo but we’re still working on this. Our bank 
account details have been amended.  The web site 
address change is pending. This will become 
www.eastmidcivicsocs.org.uk. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
EVENTS GUIDE 
 
22nd July: General Meeting at Southwell as the guests 
of Southwell CS. A well attended meeting in the 
Minster Visitor Centre, after which we split up, some 
taking a guided tour of the Minster, some a visit to the 
listed Southwell Workhouse, others lunch at the 
Saracens Head followed by using the excellent guide 
book for a walk through the town. Our thanks go to 
Southwell CS for their work in making the day such a 
success. 
 
21st October: General Meeting at Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire as the guests of Chesterfield CS. 
 
20th January 2007: General Meeting at Kettering as the 
guests of Kettering CS.  
 

21st April 2007: Sixth AGM at Kibworth Harcourt 
(Leics.) as the guests of Kibworth Harcourt CS. 
 
May/June 2007: THE BUXTON AWAYDAY.  
 
Date to be confirmed but Buxton are promising 
something special, so watch this space. 
 
21st July 2007: General Meeting at Lincoln as the 
special guests of Lincoln Civic Trust. (This one will be 
prestigious!) 
 
20th October 2007: General Meeting at Oakham Castle. 
(Everyone’s favourite venue yet again) 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
 
September 2006 www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic
 
CABE is seeking nominations for the ugliest buildings 
in the Country. Where do we all start! 
 
Consultation over the ‘Beeston Masterplan’ is over but 
Beeston CS understandingly bewails the fact that only 
4% of the population bothered to comment. (In 
Leicester this would count as very good – Ed) 
 
Continued concerns over A-Boards on pavements, 
together with untidy and tatty displays of goods stacked 
outside shops. (East MASA Mag. No.7) These make 
life hell for the visually impaired and wheelchair users. 
 
Concerns raised over the type of shops that Beeston’s 
shopping centre is attracting and that they may be 
being outclassed by other centres. This ties in with a 
presentation by Lidl on their proposed supermarket. 
 
Congratulations to a householder who has restored the 
original Edwardian bay window of their property. 
 
The Broadgate scheme has been completed and looks 
good. (East MASA Mag No6) 
 
Too many road signs! 
 
BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 
April, August & October 2006  
 
www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Hot on the heels of a planning inspector’s decision to 
uphold refusal of permission for houses on the Croft 
(News From Member Societies April 2005) come plans 
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to build 121 on the former railway site next to Red Hall. 
The site owners have already demolished the former 
goods shed, an important part of the town’s railway 
heritage and have now applied for permission to 
relocate their factory, opening the way for further 
demolition. Plans have already been prepared by the 
prospective new owners and include a block of flats too 
close to the listed Red Hall. Bourne CS has objected. 
 
Thanks to the hard work of Society members The 
Charles Worth Gallery at the Baldocks Mill Heritage 
Centre opened on 22nd April (East MASA Mag No. 5) 
Interest in this continues to boost attendance figures. 
Meanwhile Heritage Open Days were once again a 
success with the Society welcoming even more visitors 
to the Heritage Centre. Well done Bourne. 
 
Bourne in Bloom won a silver medal in its first year. 
Well done again. 
 
Bourne CS reports on our Retford Awayday – once 
again well supported by Bourne members. Thank you. 
 
GREASLEY & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
www.gdcs.org.uk
 
GOEM have decided not to intervene in the Giltbrook 
Retail Park plans. In earlier correspondence, GOEM 
claimed they would intervene in matters of national 
importance. Although reasons have not yet been 
released, it is presumed that they believe pollution, 
traffic problems, degrading of the Green Belt and 
destruction of town centre trade are not national issues 
relevant to this site. 
 
Greasley and District Civic Society Chairman, Mark 
Leivers, said, "This decision is no surprise to us but is 
still disappointing. We repeatedly see local authorities 
inconsistently applying policies, overlooking big 
business non-compliance and only punishing the small 
and weak. The Civic Society will still continue to try and 
influence the development, by reviewing and giving 
feedback on subsequent planning applications”.  
 
Giltbrook and the surrounding area is quickly 
approaching crisis point. There are currently plans to 
build 314 houses on contaminated land near IKEA 
between Halls Land and Chewton Street; there will be 
increased traffic to the new Gilthill Primary School and 
as a result of the housing project at Giltbrook Cleaners 
and Dyers. Taxpayers expect local authorities to 
maintain or improve the quality of life, not let it degrade. 
The Civic Society continues to provide a voice in these 
matters and encourage public participation. 
 
Society efforts in saving Gilthill Primary School have 
been recognised by The Independent. The 31st August 
Education Supplement had a front page "Save our 

Schools" and a 2-page article inside, entitled "Please 
Don't Destroy Our Heritage". A photo of the Gilthill 
campaigners who devoted 18 months to the battle was 
accompanied by recognition of national impact. A 
strong campaign, which also investigated similar 
conflicts, was used in policy meetings with The 
Victorian Society and English Heritage. Civic Society 
Secretary Sue McEntee was able to show the 
immediate risk to buildings. As a result, English 
Heritage has produced a National Policy Statement 
with the backing of the Department for Education & 
Skills to guide Local Education Authorities into sensible 
and respectful use of historic school buildings. 
  
The work doesn't stop with writing a policy. On the 15th 
November a conference is being held in London to 
share the new vision with those who must apply it, such 
as Governors, Councillors and Head Teachers.  
  
The Civic Society hope is that this clear policy will aid 
in work to save Greasley Beauvale DH Lawrence 
Infants School from the recent threat of closure. 
  
British Land's consultation is complete. (Site adjoining 
IKEA) The Civic Society has mixed feelings about this 
issue. British Land has tried to improve the setting of 
the site but there are still grave concerns. The retail 
units are smaller to attract smaller retailers. But this 
only implies that they are encouraging small retailers to 
move from town centres. The traffic problems have not 
been addressed. Mature trees are to be removed to 
create the slip road. And building appearance is 
inconsistent with the streetscape. 
 
British Land has said that they would re-consider the 
colour scheme of the buildings, and that semi-mature 
trees will replace the mature trees. The impact to town 
centres and traffic will probably be ignored. British Land 
is under no obligation to revise traffic and trade plans, 
because Broxtowe Borough Council and 
Nottinghamshire County Council already approved 
them in the previous application. 
 
LEICESTER CITIZEN                          August 2006 
 
www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk
 
Leicester Civic Society laments the granting of planning 
permission for totally inappropriate high rise flats on the 
historic West Bridge Wharf site. Society Chairman, 
Stuart Bailey says, “I’ve only been Chairman for ten 
weeks and already I’m sick, tired and fed up. I’m sick, 
tired and fed up with Councillors, who continue in their 
bad old habit of putting any and every consideration 
before the historic built environment of the City. I refer 
in particular to the West Bridge Wharf development on 
Bath Lane where anyone with any sense could have 
seen that most of the electorate didn’t like it and don’t 
want it. However the problem goes deeper than this. It 
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shows itself in an endless litany of complaining letters 
to the “Leicester Mercury” about declining museums, 
closing libraries, developments in residential areas that 
none of the residents want, reduced bus services and 
lack of maintenance for listed buildings and scheduled 
ancient monuments in City Council ownership. 
Meanwhile Councillors think that a multi-million pound 
new theatre and a greatly enlarged shopping centre will 
solve everything. Well they won’t!” 
 
Leicester Civic Society has welcomed a Draft 
Supplementary Planning Document on Tall Buildings 
published by the City Council Urban Design Group. 
The document incorporates much wisdom from the 
Civic Trust, English Heritage and the Commission on 
Architecture and the Built Environment. However it 
remains a draft only and certainly doesn’t seem to have 
been read by members of the Development Control 
Committee before they took their decision over West 
Bridge Wharf. 
 
See the Civic Society web site for details of their 
campaign against excessively tall buildings. 
 
Leicester Museums are applying for to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for a grant to restore the priceless Roman 
mosaic pavement whose centre depicts a peacock, 
sacred to the Goddess Juno. Friends of Jewry Wall 
Museum and Leicester Civic Society have given their 
enthusiastic support. 
 
MARKET HARBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
September 2006 
 
Market Harborough Civic Society is obsessed by the 
problems of traffic in small historic towns. Rightly so as 
Leicestershire County Council’s Traffic Plan runs to 
over 200 pages A4, yet only mentions Market 
Harborough’s problems twice. The Society’s concerns 
are serious congestion, pollution, inadequate public 
transport and an apparent lack of co-ordination 
between the transport, environment, planning and 
highways sections at County Hall. 
 
All this is despite a by-pass. So perhaps by-passes are 
not the cure-all they were once deemed to be? 
 
One would like to hear more from Market Harborough 
on this subject. 
 
MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS LETTERS 
 
July & October 2006 
 
Melbourne Civic Society held a well attended public 
meeting on 14th April to allow people to express views 
on the proposals in the Nottingham East Midlands 
Airport Draft Master Plan. The meeting was addressed 

by the MP for South Derbyshire. NEMA was invited but 
did not attend. Members of the public expressed a wide 
range of concerns about noise, pollution, and the lack 
of democratic process for the people of South 
Derbyshire to influence airport decisions.  
 
A comprehensive response to the Draft Master Plan 
was submitted by Melbourne Civic Society. The Society 
considers that NEMA’s growth projections, particularly 
for freight, are unrealistic and need revision to reflect 
current and future fuel costs. They believe that night 
noise need not exceed current levels if the airport 
progressively allows only quieter aircraft and 
investigates the noise benefits of steeper approaches. 
 
There were more than 700 responses to the Draft 
Master Plan in total. In similar public consultations by 
the Government these responses were normally made 
available for public view. However the Society are not 
aware of any intention to make responses to the 
consultation available and the so-called Independent 
Consultative Committee for the Airport will have no role 
in reviewing responses as the Airport has decided to 
reduce the number of its meetings and exclude local 
resident’s groups from the environmental sub-
committee. Melbourne Civic Society has secured a 
place on the committee but will now have to represent 
everyone. (Sounds like a job for that MP – Ed) 
 
Copies of the Society’s response to the Draft Master 
Plan are available. 
 
Melbourne Historical Research Group are planning to 
erect a plaque to Thomas Cook on the site of his 
birthplace in Melbourne. 
 
SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST 
NEWSLETTER
 
Autumn 2006 
 
The plight of the former Co-op building in Sleaford 
Market Place has come back into sharp focus with one 
letter to the “Sleaford Standard” describing this 
unsightly blot on the townscape as “A decaying tooth in 
the very centre of the town”. Sleaford Civic Trust have 
written to North Kesteven District Council asking what 
powers exist for the local authority to require the 
owners to carry out repairs. 
 
Regular readers of this magazine will know the answer 
to this one. In East MASA Mag. No.5 we were grateful 
to Wellingborough Civic Society for bringing to our 
attention the successful use in Hastings of notices 
served on premises under Section 215 of the 1990 
Town & Country Planning Act. Local Authorities may 
serve these on any property that it deems to be 
damaging to the ‘amenity’ of its neighbours. Such 
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properties need not be listed buildings, nor do they 
need to be in conservation areas. 
 
Meanwhile pupils from Kesteven & Sleaford High 
School have taken direct action by painting the 
hoarding in front of the building in a floral design. Well 
done. 
 
SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERS 
 
June & October 2006 
 
Spalding Civic Society is struggling through various 
‘Plans’ at the moment. Firstly the Spalding Community 
Travel Zone Public Consultation, giving the people a 
chance to vote for up to forty projects for reducing car 
journeys. Needless to say the Civic Society have their 
own list of priorities and are encouraging their 
members to vote for them. 
 
Secondly there is the preliminary outline for the 
“Spalding Master Plan”. It is heartening that the 
consultants are already voicing so many of the 
Society’s long-standing concerns. For example the 
river (“Marvellous and unique”) and the failure to make 
the most of the town centre (“Not very good”)  
 
South Holland District Council have exciting plans for a 
‘Food Heritage Centre’ – um delicious! And the Civic 
Society is full of praise for their restoration of the 
medieval Ayscoughfee Hall. 
 
However the Society have concerns about anti-social 
and illegal car parking. Also about the blight of banners 
- usually disfiguring the outside of pubs but 
occasionally public buildings. 
 
The Society is also sharply critical of the paucity of 
open space in the town. The local authority admits that 
Spalding has only half the open space needed for the 
town. But their recent draft planning guidance on open 
space makes no mention of this. Nowhere in the 
guidance - nor in the newly adopted Local Plan - is 
there even a hint of this problem, as opposed to the 
provision of open space for ‘new housing’. Maybe the 
Master Plan will correct this error. Plans! Plans! Plans! 
 
WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTERS 
 
Summer & Autumn 2006 
 
Wellingborough Civic Society is battling to save the old 
Drill Hall from demolition as part of local authority 
development plans for the High Street and Jacksons 
Lane Car Park. The building has quite a history but it is 
proposed to built a modern hotel on the site. The 
Council’s own document, “Building Better Places” 

adopted by all the elected members, states, “Many 
buildings contribute significantly to local character. 
When no longer needed for their original use they can 
often be reused for other purposes. Converting such 
buildings represents a sustainable option”.  The Society 
says that members should support their own policies 
and that the people should support the Society in its 
fight to save a building of this character. Too many 
have been destroyed and replaced with some terrible 
architecture. 
 
The Civic Society has launched a petition to save this 
historic building and see it incorporated into the new 
development. It is a fascinating part of the town’s 
history with impressive brickwork, an old firing range 
and underground tunnels dating from its occupation by 
the Territorial Army. However the local authority want to 
see the site cleared for the erection of the hotel, plus 
254 houses, a multi-storey car park and shops. 
 
THANK YOU – PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with 
the Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association and the East Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association. In 2006 East MASA changed 
its name to the East Midlands Association of Civic Societies. 
Graham Reddie MBE ARIBA MRTPI is the President of both 
West MASA and East MACS. 
 
Officers of the association: 
 
Chairman East MACS: Councillor Ernie Napier, 75 Robin 
Hood’s Walk, Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY 
eastmasachair@aol.com  
 
Hon. Secretary East MACS & Hon. Secretary Bourne Civic 
Society: Robert Kitchener, 124 Beech Avenue, Bourne, 
Lincolnshire, PE10 9RB, robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk  
 
Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor East MACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT.  
equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 
Regional Representative, National Council of Civic Societies 
& East Midlands Heritage Forum and Chairman Nottingham 
Civic Society: Hilary Silvester, 21 Wheatfields Road, 
Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 
George Wilkinson, Chairman Newark Civic Trust: The 
Cottage, Lincoln Road, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 
2DB.  
george@g.wilkinson.fsnet.co.uk
 
 
The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of 
Civic Societies or of its officers. 
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