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APPEALS 
 

Some of you have expressed concern about the 
appeals process. Many seem unaware of what is 
actually involved so here is a summary that we hope 
may be of some use. 
 

Most appeals are made simply against the refusal of 
planning permission by a Local Planning Authority. In 
these cases the LPA, one hopes will have insured it is 
on strong ground - the application being against the 
terms of the Local Development Framework (LDF). 
However a significant minority are enforcement 
appeals. If anyone builds without the benefit of 
required planning permission the LPA will require an 
application for ‘Retrospective Permission’. If that 
permission is not then granted it may serve an 
‘Enforcement Notice’ requiring remedial action. At this 
stage the developer may appeal.  
 

In both instances the procedure is the same. The 
deciding body on whether or not an appeal is valid and 
should proceed is The Planning Inspectorate based in 
Bristol. This matter is in their hands and not that of the 
LPA or the appellant. Unless both parties subsequently 
agree to settle in advance the PI remains in control of 
the process from now on. 
 

An appellant may request one of three procedures. 
Firstly the written procedure, whereby all parties 
concerned (including Civic Societies) put their case in 
writing to the PI. Secondly an informal hearing 
whereby the parties sit round a table with an inspector. 
Thirdly a public enquiry, which is a more formal 
version of the hearing procedure. Both hearings and 
public enquiries are always held locally, not in Bristol. 
Civic Societies and members of the public may attend 
at either and speak at the discretion of the inspector. 
The decision on which of the three procedures to be 
followed is once again that of the PI. Civic Societies 
may decide to write to the PI and not physically appear 
at either hearings or public enquiries. This is 
permissible. However in every case it is vital to keep 

the PI informed as to what you want to do and to 
strictly adhere to their timetable. 
 
The appellant may submit an appeal with costs against 
the LPA. If the PI feels that the appellant may have a 
case that the LPA decision has caused genuine 
financial harm then this will be allowed to proceed. 
Once again this is a PI decision. Costs are then 
identified as a separate appeals matter and decided on 
separately by the inspector. Therefore an appeal may 
be successful but the costs appeal may fail. 
 

LPA’s tend to know their job. Consequently appeals 
fail in about 70% of cases. Appeals with costs are 
relatively rare. Successful appeals with costs are 
thankfully very rare. Therefore LPA’s who tell you that 
they dare not refuse permission and risk an appeal 
because of costs are only taking advantage of your 
ignorance. On the other hand, with inappropriate 
residential or commercial developments taking place 
in a locality already littered with similar developments 
that have received planning permission, they may just 
be right. In this case the LPA is either not following its 
own LDF or has policies therein that in your view, may 
fail to take adequate account of the historic built 
environment. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

A SAD LOSS 
 

We regret to have to announce that Jim Heppell, our first 
secretary, recently passed away. Sleaford & District CT 
describes Jim as a doughty fighter for Sleaford, a man of 
passion, courage, integrity and deep loyalties. Jim was a 
tower of strength at the time that our Association separated 
from the West Midlands and edited EAST MASA Mag. No’s 
1 & 2. Our love and sympathy goes to Bernice Heppell, 
herself a tower of strength throughout their time with the 
Association. 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

Sorry but it’s another questionnaire. We want to improve 
turnout at our meetings so we need you to tell us if we 
could be running these better. It won’t take long to fill in. 
Please return to the editor as soon as possible as we want 
to publish the results and discuss them at the AGM. Those 
who are regulars at meetings already have been spared. 
 

EVENTS GUIDE 
 

21st October 2006: General Meeting at Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire as the guests of Chesterfield CS. A successful 
meeting was held in the Norman Eyre Chapel, restored by 
Chesterfield CS. Attendance could have been better but 
the venue was excellent. (Particular thanks go to whoever 
made those wonderful scones!) Lunch was followed by a 
blue-badge guided tour of the town in sunny weather. 
Thank you to Chesterfield for a special day. 
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20th January 2007: General Meeting at Kettering as the 
guests of Kettering CS.  
 
21st April: Sixth AGM at Kibworth Harcourt, Leicestershire, 
as the guests of Kibworth Harcourt Conservation Society. 
The Society has booked a function room and lunch at a 
restaurant on the A6 in the centre of the village, which is 
halfway between Leicester and Market Harborough. There 
will be a guest speaker on “Global Warming in Relation to 
Housing” and a guided walk on the Kibworth Harcourt 
Heritage Trail (45 minutes) after lunch. Please give 
Kibworth Harcourt Conservation Society your support on 
what promises to be a great day out. 
 
 16th June: THE BUXTON AWAYDAY.  Put the date in your 
diaries now! Highlights will include guided tours of the 
Opera House and the famous ‘Dome’. Full details to follow 
by the April EASTMACS Magazine. 
 
21st July: General Meeting at Lincoln as the special guests 
of Lincoln Civic Trust.  
 
20th October: General Meeting at Oakham Castle. 
(Everyone’s favourite venue yet again) 
 
19th January 2008: General Meeting at Green’s Mill, 
Snienton, Nottingham. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
December 2006   www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic 
 
Proposals for improved disabled access at Beeston Station 
have come to grief, as the various agencies involved 
cannot reach agreement on who does what. If you’ve had 
this problem and have solved it then Beeston CS would no 
doubt like to hear from you. 
 
The Civic Society is opposing proposals for new 
apartments on the site of the old Parish Church Hall as 
over intensive and not in keeping with the surrounding 
conservation area. 
 
Heritage Open Days in September were once again a huge 
success, with guided tours of various buildings and some 
new guided walks. 
 
Beeston CS has been tree planting at Lakeside with the 
University Day Nursery so that the children will then be 
able to watch the growth of the trees that they helped to 
plant. Now there’s a good idea for involving young people 
in the work of your society. 
 
A well informed article in favour of the tram proposals. No 
doubt this will be followed by a well informed article 
against. 

Derek Latham of Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust gave 
a fascinating talk to the CS. Apparently 129 Derbyshire 
buildings on the English Heritage Buildings at Risk 
Register in the 1970’s have now been rescued and 
restored – so it can be done. 
 
Anger over a £2Million footbridge proposed over the River 
Trent between Clifton and Beeston Rylands. Apparently 
one can already cycle from one to the other in twenty 
minutes using the existing road bridge, so why build 
another one? There are fears that vandalism, which is 
apparently rife in Clifton, will spread over the river with the 
opening of any new bridge at this point. 
 
A new conservation area is proposed for Broadgate. 
 
BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 
December 2006             www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Bourne’s railway heritage is under threat with Toft Tunnel 
suffering from falling masonry. Bourne CS have expressed 
concern as both approach cuttings are nature reserves and 
many wild animals such as foxes and deer use the tunnel 
as a corridor between the two. Bourne CS reports that Toft 
was the only tunnel on the Midland & Great Northern Joint 
Railway. 
 
Bourne Heritage Centre was bursting at the seams on an 
evening in December for “A Night of Vintage Fashion”. CS 
Chairman Brenda Jones said, “It was a wonderful evening. 
The dresses were superb and people enjoyed getting up 
close with the fashions of yesteryear”. 
 
DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
Autumn 2006 
 
Dronfield CS are actively involved with the newly formed 
Dronfield Station Action Group. The Group is campaigning 
to get local passenger services improved from their 
existing Spartan level and already has the active support of 
the local MP. They are surveying passengers and aim to 
enter the Northern Rail Adopt-a-Station Scheme. They are 
also planning to increase publicity of train services and 
improve bus links to the station. If you want to find out how 
to revitalise your local station contact Dronfield. 
 
Access steps and river crossing stones have been 
completed as part of the Lea Brook Valley Project. 
(EMASA Mag. No.6) 
 
Dronfield CS makes an annual Young Achiever Award. 
This year it went Sophie Singleton of Dronfield Henry 
Fanshaw School, for model design and animation. Now 
there’s another good idea for involving young people in the 
work of your society. Congratulations to both Beeston and 
Dronfield. As we all know, involving young people with civic 
societies isn’t exactly easy. 
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Dronfield CS is supported by Sheffield Football Club – the 
world’s oldest! Want a sponsor? Try your local football 
club. 
 
However Dronfield CS is pleased that the planning appeal 
for the floodlit football pitches (EMASA Mag. No’s 5 & 6) 
has failed. 
 
THE HAYFIELD CIVIC TRUST 
 
November 2006 
 
News from Hayfield CT, tucked away in the remote North 
West corner of Derbyshire. 
 
The Trust claims it is only a small rural society but it 
certainly has a full programme: Winter talks, annual river 
clean, participation in the Hayfield Country Show, and 
various heritage and environmental projects, as well as 
monitoring local planning applications. At the moment they 
lack the resources and time to contribute to Civic Trust 
policy by being actively involved in EASTMACS - but they 
would like to host a meeting. Hon. Sec. please note! 
 
KETTERING CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
November 2006          www.ketteringcivicsociety.ukf.net 
 
Kettering CS is consulting with Kettering Council on the 
“Town Centre Plan”. They have attended a Council 
meeting to urge for a proper design guide to be prepared. 
 
A special watch is being kept on the Heritage Quarter, 
including the Council Offices and the Corn Market Hall that 
the Council now propose to sell. 
 
Kettering CS has unveiled its seventh heritage plaque - to 
local engineer and philanthropist Charles Wicksteed on the 
75th anniversary of his death. 
 
The fight to save the mosaic at the Tresham Institute 
continues. (EMASA Mag. No.6) 
 
LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 
  December 2006         www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Leicester CS is keen to work with other organisations to 
help protect the historic built environment and to 
encourage developments that will be of benefit to the City, 
and a major CS initiative is underway to improve contacts 
and working relations. 
 
The Civic Society is fed up with lax standards in 
development control with developments in conservation 
areas starting before a planning decision is made. The 
Council’s enforcement officers are overwhelmed and there 
are plans afoot for the CS website to name and shame 
these developments. 
 

Developers, having gained planning permission for gigantic 
tower blocks of apartments on the riverside at Bath Lane, 
have now submitted an application for a 39-storey hotel 
next to the listed 1795 Donisthorpe Mill. Leicester 
Regeneration Company’s Waterside Redevelopment 
proposals that the CS welcomed only 18 months ago, 
envisaged a river crossing at this point to relieve traffic in 
St. Nicolas Circle. This would now be impossible to 
achieve. The Council’s Draft Tall Buildings Policy, which 
was also welcomed, is still a draft 12 months later and is 
being blatantly ignored. The Civic Society is campaigning 
strongly against the proposals. 
 
Following the success of its first awards scheme in 2005 
the CS is now launching its search for the winning 
buildings of 2006.  
 
Excellent City Centre pedestrianisation proposals have 
been put forward. Leicester CS would also like to see an 
extension of New Walk to High Street. Also Newarke Street 
should be converted into a tree-lined boulevard linking New 
Walk with the De Montfort University campus. At the 
moment it’s nothing better than a noisy, dirty - and 
dangerous - urban racetrack.  
 
Good news from those trying to rescue the statue of St. 
Margaret, formally on the front of the Corah factory, and re-
erect it in St. Margaret’s churchyard. Funding-raising has 
almost achieved its goal and the statue should be in it’s 
new home before long 
 
Concern continues to grow for the fate of Braunstone Hall, 
Leicester, built in 1775 and listed grade 2. The Hall stands 
in 306 acres of parkland, two miles South West of the City 
Centre. It is a source of great embarrassment to its 
owners, Leicester City Council, who are horrified by the 
potential restoration bill following decline as a result of no 
action being taken since closure as a school in 1996. They 
are now trying to sell it off. However it is widely predicted 
that potential occupiers are will prefer new premises to the 
restoration costs of the Hall. Leicester CS is in contact with 
Braunstone Community Association to see if there is 
anything that can be done to help. 
 
The Council is also selling 18th Century Belgrave House in 
their ownership, but this too will need major restoration. 
 
The Council have won a court ruling saying that they will 
not have to bear the costs of re-instating the one hundred 
plus Victorian gravestones in Welford Road Cemetery that 
they have toppled, ostensibly in the interests of health and 
safety. Re-instatement costs will largely have to be borne 
by the individual owners, not by those who did the damage 
in the first place. 
 
Leicester Civic Society has become the first in the East 
Midlands to create a Web Log - or BLOG. (Are they right?) 
This enables them to post messages, information and 
queries on their web site for others to read and comment 
on.  
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MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
January 2007 
 
The East Midlands Regional Assembly has produced a 
Draft Regional Plan for 2006-20026 that is intended to 
provide a broad regional framework for the whole of the 
East Midlands. 
 
When adopted the Regional Plan will replace existing 
County Structure Plans. The Plan is in respects radically 
different from previous structure plans, not lease in its 
emphasis on ‘sustainability’. This is nowhere defined but 
appears to be a combination of reducing car travel by 
locating new housing and employment near to Derby, 
Leicester and Nottingham, where there is already good 
infrastructure, and by pious exhortations and threats to get 
us to change behaviour and embrace sustainable 
technologies such as renewable energy. 
 
Fortunately Melbourne is not included in the growth areas 
and part of the reason for this is the constriction of 
accessibility to Derby posed by the Swarkestone Bridge 
Ancient Monument. 
 
One feature of the plan that stands out like a sore thumb is 
the incompatibility of some of its policies. There are 
policies designed to reduce CO2 emissions, as above. 
However another policy calls for, “Further operational 
expansion of East Midlands Airport within its boundaries 
subject to rigorous assessment of the full range of 
impacts”. What it does not do is to say that the airport will 
have to comply with any standards arising from this 
assessment, and members will be aware that the airport 
refuses to agree to any restrictions – for example on night 
flights – that might reduce its income from airlines. 
 
This brings us straight on to the vexed question of East 
Midlands Airport expansion. 
 
Melbourne CS has produced an excellent summary on 
the East Midlands Airport Master Plan, which we have 
issued as a supplement to this magazine. 
 
SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 
Winter 2006 
 
Concerns continue over the former Co-Op Building in 
Sleaford Market Place. (EASTMACS Mag. No.8) Sleaford 
CT are to hold a meeting with the Chief Executive of North 
Kesteven DC in an effort to resolve this issue. 
 
Sleaford CT are justly proud of their Millennium Project, the 
striking “Sail Statue” on the Riverside that has become a 
feature of the townscape over the last three years. They 
are now negotiating an agreement with the local authority 
to clarify responsibility for repairs, maintenance and 
insurance. 
 

Sleaford Navigation Trust is working towards restoration of 
the navigation to Sleaford from the River Witham and is 
supported in this by Sleaford CT. Fears were expressed 
that the statute might impede the construction of a winding-
hole to enable boats to turn, but these have been resolved 
amicably. 
 
Sleaford’s newsletter always contains a lot of fascinating 
local history. One of the great strengths of any Civic 
Society is in having people who are experts on their local 
history. So don’t be shy in putting this material into your 
newsletters. 
 
WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
Christmas 2006 
 
Wellingborough CS continues to focus on their fight to save 
the Old Drill Hall. (EASTMACS Mag. No.8) 850 names 
have been collected by petition so far. 
 
In the New Year the Society will be launching an appeal for 
new equipment for the Dulley’s Baths Museum and 
Heritage Centre. 
 
THANK YOU – PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity Societies 
Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to the East 
Midlands Association of Civic Societies. Graham Reddie MBE 
ARIBA MRTPI is the President of both West MASA and East 
MACS. 
 

Officers of the association: 
 

Chairman East MACS: Councillor Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s 
Walk, Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. eastmasachair@aol.com  
 

Vice-Chairman East MACS & Chairman Newark Civic Trust: 
George Wilkinson, The Cottage, Lincoln Road, Newark, 
Nottinghamshire, NG24 2DB.  heritagegeorge@talktalk.net 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Hon. Secretary Bourne Civic 
Society: Robert Kitchener, 124 Beech Avenue, Bourne, 
Lincolnshire, PE10 9RB. robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk  
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT.  
equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 

Representative to Civic Trust National Council of Civic Societies 
& East Midlands Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham 
Civic Society: Hilary Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham 
NG3 2PQ. hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 
The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not necessarily 
those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of Civic Societies or of 
its officers. 


