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HERITAGE LINK/EASTMACS FORUM 
 

On the 16th April representatives of major heritage 
organisations in the East Midlands met in Leicester to 
discuss issues of current interest and to exchange 
views and expertise.  Stuart Bailey and Hilary Silvester 
represented EMACS.  
 

The morning session focused on Skills for 
Fundraising, with most helpful contributions from Roy 
Higginbottom of the Heritage Lottery Fund who 
explained the bidding process and what was and what 
was not an eligible project.   He was followed by Su 
Davis, Funding Manager, East Northamptonshire 
Council, who was very informative on a range of 
funding opportunities.    
 

In the afternoon Ian Lush of Heritage Link described 
the work of the organisation at national and local level.   
He was followed by Christopher Pennell, former 
Director of the National Trust in the East Midlands who 
spoke on the threats and opportunities facing the 
historic environment, and Hilary Silvester of EMACS 
and Nottingham Civic Society who took Nottingham as 
a case study in discussing issues of partnership 
working between civic societies and local authorities.   
 

Heritage Link, supported by The Prince’s Trust and the 
New Economics Foundation, has made proposals for 
VAT relief on repairs to listed buildings owned by 
charitable trusts. However on this and VAT for building 
repairs in general, there is still no indication that the 
government is listening. 
 

The afternoon closed with a question and answer 
session chaired by Anthony Streeten, Director of the 
East Midlands region of English Heritage, which 
covered such issues as the impact of the forthcoming 
Olympics on heritage funding:  societies were urged to 
keep applying for funding, as not all funding would be 
directed towards the Games.    
 

In addition to the exchange of ideas and information 
during the discussions, there was also a wealth of 
printed material available, including an impressive and 
enlightening digest of the activities of EMACS 
societies compiled by Stuart Bailey. 

All in all this was a very worthwhile day.   If any 
EMACS member wishes to make further enquiries 
regarding any of the issues covered, please contact 
Hilary Silvester on: hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hilary Silvester   
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

CHANGES IN HERITAGE PROTECTION 
 

The government white paper on changes to the heritage 
protection system has been published. The most easily 
digestible summary is to be found on English Heritage’s 
HELM web site. 
 

MORE ON APPEALS 
 

Following the article in EASTMACS Mag.No9, we are 
grateful to Retford CS for the following further information: 
 
1.Local authorities are unlikely to take enforcement action 
over anything that would be granted planning permission 
under normal circumstances in the first place. 
 
2. Under law costs can be made against any party that the 
inspector decides. This includes third parties and therefore 
could include civic societies. However this is thankfully very 
rare. 
 

NEW MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

Welcome to Belper Civic Forum, Derbyshire and Hinckley 
Civic Society, Leicestershire. 
 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

The response to our questionnaire was very poor, only four 
societies sending in returns. (10% of those issued) Had we 
included the ten societies that are already regulars at our 
meetings the response would no doubt have been much 
better but that would only have confirmed that most are 
happy with the way we do things now. 
 

EVENTS GUIDE 
 

20th January: A great meeting in Kettering, Northants, as 
the guests of Kettering CS. Guest speaker Steve Lumb 
gave a talk on town planning and building regulations, and 
we had a guided walk after lunch. Thank you to Kettering 
for a successful day. 
 

21st April: Sixth AGM at Kibworth Harcourt, Leicestershire, 
as the guests of Kibworth Harcourt Conservation Society 
as we go to print. 
  

 16th June: THE BUXTON AWAYDAY. Highlights will 
include guided tours of the Opera House and the famous 
‘Dome’. Full details with this magazine. Book now! 
 

21st July: General Meeting at Lincoln as the special guests 
of Lincoln Civic Trust.  
 

20th October: General Meeting at Oakham Castle. 
(Everyone’s favourite venue yet again) 
 

19th January 2008: General Meeting at Green’s Mill, 
Snienton, Nottingham. 

mailto:hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk
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NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
Spring 2007 
 
Wellingborough CS is an active member of the 
Wellingborough Partnership Sustainability Forum. At a 
recent meeting the future of Chester Farm Roman Site was 
discussed. Northants CC Heritage Assets Officer suggests 
the establishment of a charity to manage the site. 
 
Four Wellingborough CS members have been elected to 
the Wellingborough Museum Committee. 
 
The petition against loss of the Old Drill Hall has topped 
1,300 signatories. Well done Wellingborough! 
 
SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
February 2007 
 
The ‘Bull and Monkey’ site is at the heart the Spalding 
Conservation Area. English Heritage have described it as, 
“Nationally significant in terms of the quality of its historic 
environment “ and The Georgian Group as, “One of the 
most sensitive sites within any conservation area in 
England proposed for development at the present time”. A 
design statement described the development as Georgian 
but the Civic Society found the designer’s grasp of 
Georgian architecture somewhat shaky. Every submission 
to the local authority urged refusal. Planning officers 
however recommended approval and the DC Committee 
duly obliged by 8 to 2. 
 
This was a decision the Civic Society resolved to fight. The 
planning report and presentation had been one-sided to 
the extent of suppressing vital documents condemning the 
scheme from English Heritage and the Council’s own 
conservation officer. The Society therefore lodged a formal 
complaint of mishandling of the application and the 
Lincolnshire Free Press published the suppressed report of 
the conservation officer on their web site at the same time. 
 
The Council’s response was rapid: The DC Committee 
would think again. The report and presentation were still 
short on discussion of design and long on the perils of 
Council committees changing their mind. The report did 
however reproduce in full the conservation officer’s report, 
together with the highly critical submissions of English 
Heritage, The Georgian Group and a private consultant. 
This time round the committee voted 11 to 2 to defer a 
decision and accept the English Heritage offer of help on 
improved design. 
 
Spalding CS says that it is still too early to pop the 
champagne corks. However this is one of the most 
remarkable examples of Civic Society direct action these 
pages have been happy to report. Well done Spalding! 
 

SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 
Spring 2007 
 
Sleaford & District CT are concerned over footpaths in the 
town. The local authority tried to close the footpath 
between Jermyn Street and Sainsbury’s Car Park. But 
local residents and the Trust put paid to that idea. Now 
health and safety consultants have said that the footpath 
through the cemetery is a great risk to life and limb. 
“Presumably walking through moving traffic and breathing 
in traffic fumes is much safer.” 
 
Sleaford CT adds that the safest public spaces are those 
used – and therefore informally supervised – by adults 
passing through. It should be obvious, but we can’t afford 
to let the fear driven consultant/compensation culture ruin 
our market towns. The best things in life are free. 
 
RETFORD SOCIETY NEWS   2007 
 
Retford CS is maintaining a close watching brief on future 
use for both the Elizabethan High School and Retford Oaks 
High School sites, which will be surplus to Nottinghamshire 
CC requirements once new schools are commissioned in 
the spring. The sites are significant and comprise some 34 
acres of land over six locations in the town. 
 
The Civic Society, in conjunction with Retford Historical 
Society, has identified a need to rewrite and republish the 
Heritage Trail Leaflet to better inform visitors to Retford of 
the history and heritage of the town. However what started 
out as a small project has grown to a rolling programme of 
consultation, partnership and development. Proposed 
works for 2007 include, production of the new leaflet, 
production of a Virtual Heritage Trail Tour in the form of a 
DVD linked to the local authority and County Council web 
sites, five new interpretation panels, new furniture, planters 
and litter bins alongside the canal and new cast iron 
fingerposts. Funding has been obtained from Bassetlaw 
DC, Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council, the 
County Council and Building Better Communities. 
 
Retford did very well in “East Midlands in Bloom 2006 and 
Retford CS is expanding its annual Front Gardens 
Competition. 
 
Members who visited Retford on last year’s ‘Awayday’ will 
recall the site of the Sebastopol cannon. Highlight of 2006 
was the reinstatement of the restored cannon on 16th 
September, when the events of 1858 were re-enacted. 
 
NEWARK CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 
January 2007 
 
Newark & Sherwood Council wishes to nominate Newark 
and Balderton for the government’s “New Growth Point” 
initiative. Newark CT describe themselves as both 
”cautiously optimistic” and “positively critical”. 
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The Trust lists its “Highs” and “Lows” of 2006. 
 
HIGHS: The Civil War Trail, Civil War re-enactment 
weekend, Clearance of stalls from the north side of Market 
Place, Renovation of Moot Hall and opening of Starbucks, 
continuation of town centre repaving, Newark Day, New 
Barnby Road School Building, and the first Newark Jazz 
Festival. Also a successful newsletter handover and the 
first new corporate member in years. 
 
LOWS: Absence of any consultation and progress on the 
Potterdike development, Still no Town Centre Manager 
appointed, The Woolpack, Ram and Wing Inns still dark 
and empty, Demolition of the Hoval offices in return for a 
poor quality housing development and the Riverside Walk 
still incomplete with the route blocked in two places. Also 
membership is static and there are too few volunteers 
willing to join the committee. 
 
In a previous newsletter the Trust commented on the 
unsatisfactory refurbishment work carried out on 25 Carter 
Gate, a listed building. These concerns were forwarded to 
the Council’s principal conservation officer, who took swift 
and effective action to have improvements carried out. 
 
The local highways department have installed some plastic 
kerbstones! New regulations mean that traditional 
kerbstones are deemed too heavy for manual handling so 
manufacturers are offering plastic. However the inevitable 
happened, and within a few weeks many had been 
severely damaged by lorry wheels. 
 
MELTON MOWBRAY & DISTRICT CS NEWSLETTER 
 
January 2007 
 
In spite of protest, the borough will have to find room for 
thousands of new houses over the next plan period. Melton 
CS says: “We have been promised a by-pass – but not yet. 
Maybe not for another ten years! The promise has always 
been attached to the delivery of large housing 
developments. There are new housing estates going up 
apace in Melton – but still no by-pass. Unless we are 
content to see Melton sprawling in all directions, with 
characterless housing estates lacking any architectural 
merit and with no local shops or post offices, the Civic 
Society must make these concerns heard. We must be 
concerned for the future as well as the past” 
 
Colles Hall is up for sale. This remarkable listed building is 
in one of Melton Mowbray’s least spoiled historic streets. 
The Civic Society is promising that any planning 
applications will receive very careful scrutiny. 
 
The Civic Society has made an award to the Carolgate 
Friendly Society for their invaluable contribution to the 
heritage and architectural quality of the High Street. 
 
The Beeby’s Yard application (EAST MASA Mg. No.7) has 
been refused. 

The Society has gained a £13,000 grant for tree work in 
the Memorial Garden. Well done Melton Mowbray! 
 
MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
April 2007                  www.melbourne-uk.com/civicsoc.html 
 
It appears that freight growth is not increasing in line with 
the forecast of the East Midlands Airport Master Plan. 
Melbourne CS has written to local MP’s and Councillors 
suggesting that the Master Plan may not be a reliable basis 
for local and regional planning. They have asked that 
freight forecasts be reviewed by the Department for 
Transport and have reiterated that there should be no 
increase in nighttime noise. 
 
Melbourne Civic Society has made their 2007 Award to the 
Guy Simmonds Training & Conference Centre that has 
transformed an area of car park unkempt and neglected for 
years. The owners were applauded for choosing to invest 
in business premises of the highest quality design in the 
town’s conservation area. 
 
On 6th April, a large piece of granite, which will soon bear a 
bronze plaque to commemorate the site of Thomas Cook’s 
birthplace, joined the tree recently planted in Quick Close 
by the Civic Society. 
 
LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 
April 2007  www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Leicester Civic Society has made its 2006 Award for 
Architectural Excellence to the refurbished Leicester 
Mercury Building on St. George’s Street. The Society’s 
awards panel commended the strikingly modern 
contribution the building makes to the character of the 
adjoining St. George’s Conservation Area. 
 
The 2006 Award for Restoration went to Leicester 
Cathedral for the restoration of the tower and spire. Work 
was completed in February 2006 having taken almost 18 
months. The tower is cleaner, brighter and stronger. The 
new stone, which came from Northumberland, is expected 
to weather in about ten years. A particular feature 
commended by the panel was the reinstatement of the 
stone crosses over the sound holes and lucarnes to follow 
the original drawings, these having been either removed at 
some point in the past - or maybe never even supplied. 
 
The Civic Society has been in contact with English 
Heritage, The Georgian Group and Braunstone Community 
Association in an effort to find a solution for the 
increasingly derelict state of Braunstone Hall (1775, listed 
Grade II) as reported in EASTMACS Mag. No.9. English 
Heritage says, “It must remain the remit of Leicester City 
Council as both owner and the planning authority to 
resolve matters in a satisfactory way by demonstrating that 
they have, not only discharged their statutory duty to have 
regard to the desirability of preserving this listed building 

http://www.melbourne-uk.com/civicsoc.html
http://www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk/
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and its setting, together with any features of architectural or 
historic interest, but also to deal with their own building in 
ways which will provide examples of best practice to other 
owners of listed buildings”  
 
HORNCASTLE CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
The Civic Society is a major driving force behind plans to 
purchase the renovated properties on Bridge Street to 
create The Sir Joseph Banks Centre, named after the 
town’s most famous son. Ownership has now passed from 
Heritage Lincolnshire to the Lincolnshire Community 
Foundation as planned. A variety of non-profit making 
organisations have expressed a wish to have a presence in 
the new centre, aimed to put Horncastle on the intelligent 
tourist’s map. These include the Civic Society as well as 
the Sir Joseph Banks Society and The Captain Cook 
Society. 
 
The local highways authority often inflicts inappropriate 
signs on the town. The Civic Society is to approach the 
Highways Department of Lincolnshire County Council with 
photographic evidence in an attempt to clarify their policy 
on different styles and their use in conservation areas. 
 
HOLBEACH & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
January 2007 
 
Holbeach Business Forum meets once a month to seek 
ways of improving footfall in the High street. The Civic 
Society is always to be found in attendance to give its 
support. Downturn in trade is being caused by the usual 
reasons – A large Tesco supermarket, high parking 
charges and the growth of Internet shopping. 
 
The Civic Society is naturally concerned about the 
appearance of buildings in the town and is looking for ways 
to improve the Conservation Area. 
 
The society has donated £500 to the Holbeach Hospital 
Appeal and £300 to Gedney Church. 
 
DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
January 2007 
 
Members of Dronfield Civic Society are expressing concern 
at the growing trend for substantial detached houses, 
usually with large and significant gardens to be demolished 
and the sites over-developed by either blocks of flats or 
new houses. This is becoming prevalent locally to the 
south side of Sheffield and is having an almost domino 
effect in some localities. The situation stems from a 
‘loophole’ in planning law that has existed since the 1980’s, 
when domestic gardens became classified as brownfield, 
as opposed to greenfield land. Given the government 
directive of 2000 that 60% of new housing should be on 
brownfield sites, it has become difficult for local planning 
authorities to risk rejecting an application that would most 

likely be followed by an appeal with costs going against the 
authority. In order to address this problem a recent – but 
failed – private members bill was introduced to Parliament, 
The Protection of Private Gardens (Housing Development) 
Bill. If successful it would have amended planning 
guidance to “have regard to the desirability of protecting 
private gardens from developments which are out of 
character with the surrounding area”. The MP concerned is 
however encouraged by continued support (Certainly from 
Civic Societies – Ed) and will press on with his campaign. 
 
Dronfield Station Action Group, reported on in EASTMACS 
Mag. No9, goes from strength to strength, and is now 
campaigning for an hourly service at the station. 
 
BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 
February 2007                     www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Bourne Civic Society has been busily restoring one of the 
signs that welcome people to the town. Bourne Town 
Partnership has replaced all four signs on the outskirts of 
Bourne and kindly donated one to the Civic Society 
 
THANK YOU – PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded 
in 1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered 
with the Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West 
Midlands Amenity Societies Association and the East 
Midlands Amenity Societies Association. In 2006 East 
MASA changed its name to the East Midlands Association 
of Civic Societies. Graham Reddie MBE ARIBA MRTPI is 
the President of both West MASA and East MACS. 
 

Officers of the association: 
 

Chairman East MACS: Councillor Ernie Napier, 75 Robin 
Hood’s Walk, Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY.  
eastmasachair@aol.com  
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Hon. Secretary Bourne Civic 
Society: Robert Kitchener, 124 Beech Avenue, Bourne, 
Lincolnshire, PE10 9RB. robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk  
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine 
& Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 
Meadow Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 
1JT.  equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 

Representative to Civic Trust National Council of Civic 
Societies & East Midlands Heritage Forum, and Chairman 
Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary Silvester, 22 Wheatfields  
Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 
The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands 
Association of Civic Societies or of its officers. 
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