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COMMUNICATION 
 
We have been heart searching recently about how well 
we communicate with our member societies. At the 
moment he facts are that our Secretary issues details 
of the next meeting and minutes of the last, together 
with any other information he has four times per year, 
four weeks before each meeting. And our Treasurer 
and Editor issues EASTMACS MAG, Accounts and 
EHTF Newsletters, together with any other information 
he has four times per year, one week after each 
meeting. Member societies therefore receive a posting 
eight times per year, albeit at eight and five week 
intervals.  
 
Not many individual societies achieve as much for 
their members. However we would like to do more - 
and do it electronically. If anyone would like to 
volunteer to set up and maintain a members email 
Google Group address we would love to hear from 
you. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
TRAFFIC IN HISTORIC TOWN CENTRES 
 
Our President highly recommended this English Historic 
Towns Forum publication at our recent AGM and we have 
one hard copy available. It’s first come first served, so let 
the editor know if you want a copy. 

 

THE SMALLER TOWNS REPORT 
 
Sub-titled “Delivering Retail-Led Renaissance in Towns & 
Smaller Cities 2004”. EHTF have kindly just sent us one of 
these as well. Once again it’s first come first served, so let 
the editor know. 
 
A SAD LOSS 
 
We are very sorry indeed to report on the sudden death of 
Pauline Napier, wife of our Chairman Ernie. Pauline was 
Ernie’s much loved tower of strength but had been poorly 
for some years. I am sure that you will all wish to join us in 

offering our deepest sympathy and support to Ernie at this 
dreadful time. 
 
EVENTS GUIDE 
 
21st April: Sixth AGM at Kibworth Harcourt, Leicestershire, 
as the guests of Kibworth Harcourt Conservation Society. 
This was a well-attended, highly successful meeting. After 
lunch many of us went on a guided walk of this lovely 
historic village. Thanks to Kibworth for a great day out. 

 
 16th June: THE BUXTON AWAYDAY.  
 
“Follow that” as they say. Well Buxton Civic Association 
certainly did just that! There was a huge turn out (I counted 
35) from all over the region for one of the best organised 
Awaydays yet. Expert guides took us around the Opera 
House and the Dome. Time was allowed for more 
exploration afterwards. (The Leicester contingent visited 
the Museum and Art Gallery) The weather was perfect. 
Any volunteers for 2008 please? 
 
21st July: General Meeting at Lincoln as the special guests 
of Lincoln Civic Trust. As we go to print. 
 
20th October: General Meeting at Oakham. (Everyone’s 
favourite venue yet again) 
 
19th January 2008: General Meeting at Green’s Mill, 
Snienton, Nottingham. 
 
19th April 2008: Seventh AGM at Dronfield, Derbyshire, as 
the guests of Dronfield CS. 
 
NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
June 2007                  www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic 
 
Beeston CS are pleased to see the Broadgate area 
pleasantly refurbished, an example of County Council, 
District Council, Business Forum and Civic Society working 
together to preserve and update an important local 
amenity. There is great merit in making use of historic 
buildings and areas for the people of today, they help us to 
value and preserve our history and give us the confidence 
to move on to future developments in the town. 
 
Trams are uppermost in the mind of Beeston CS. Having 
perused the hefty Transport & Works Order 
documentation, they are busy making recommendations 
that look closely at conservation issues, the loss of trees 
and the potential upheaval for many concerned. 
 
The planning application for the Attenborough Flood 
Defences has been made and Beeston CS will be urging 
Broxtowe Council to consider conservation and local 
leisure issues. 
 

http://www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic
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Proposals for the controversial footbridge over the River 
Trent (EASTMACS Mag. No. 9) have been withdrawn. 
 
The former Maltings on Dovecote Lane by the railway are 
to be demolished and the land used for yet more housing. 
This means the loss of a fine and interesting building, but it 
is apparently totally impractical to convert it. 
 
A talk by the Woodland Trust. Well worth establishing 
contact with for those societies with woodland and 
hedgerow concerns. www.woodland-trust.org.uk 
 
BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 
April & June 2007                www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Bourne CS has started a recruitment campaign and the 
results are impressive with 54 new members between 
January and May this year. How do you do it Bourne? Tell 
us do. 
 
Bourne Town Council proposed to demolish the 150-year  
old Chapel of Rest at Bourne Cemetery. Bourne CS and 
local residents were strongly opposed to this and the Civic 
Society has now succeeded in getting this building listed, 
the start of a campaign to get the Council to think again. 
Well done Bourne. 
 
An appeal by developers against refusal of planning 
permission for houses on the railway site (EASTMACS 
Mag. No.8) has been dismissed and a second application 
refused. Hurrah! 
 
Members visiting Bourne will recall the Old Grain Store by 
the Abbey Church. Plans for small apartments that retain 
and restore this listed building as part of the scheme, have 
been approved. 
 
Work continues apace to expand the popular Worth 
Collection at Baldocks Mill Heritage Centre, making this an 
even more attractive venue for the forthcoming Heritage 
Open Days. 
 
Bourne CS has applied for an “Awards For All” grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund to provide a modern heating 
system at the Heritage Centre. We will all be interested to 
hear how this fairs. 
 
BUXTON CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 
 
Spring 2007 
 
Buxton Civic Association have gone into partnership with 
the leisure company “Go Ape” to build a tree-top forest 
adventure course in Grin Woods, which was opened in 
Easter. (Did anyone on the Awayday go for a swing?) The 
income from this will hopefully allow for major 
improvements at Poole’s Cavern including refurbishment of 
the Visitor Centre. 
 

HINCKLEY CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
April 2007                           www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 
New boys on the block, Hinckley Civic Society are certainly 
setting the pace. Only eight months old they have already 
published their first newsletter, established a web site and 
started a BLOG. 
 
Chairman Howard Wilkins says: “Last year English 
Heritage produced badges to promote awareness of our 
heritage with the legend “History Matters”. History does 
matter and so does Hinckley. History is our memories and 
history teaches us how to live. Hinckley’s history is part of 
the fabric of the town – what happened in the past shapes 
what is happening now and will continue to shape what 
happens in the future. How a town feels about itself 
governs how a town portrays itself to the rest of the world. 
If a town is bursting with civic pride it will convince the rest 
of the world that it is an interesting place; a place where 
visitors want to spend their money; a place where an 
investors want to spend their money and create even more 
success. I feel that this sense of pride is missing in 
Hinckley. We need to be proud of our town, its history, its 
buildings and its parks and green spaces. Hinckley Civic 
Society needs to engender this sense of pride, protect our 
buildings and our natural environment that are worth 
keeping and lobby for the amenities that will make Hinckley 
a place to be proud of and a place where people will want 
to live and spend their leisure time. If other towns can do it 
Hinckley can.” 
 
English Heritage has warned about small-scale changes 
eroding the local character of suburban areas, including 
insensitive infill developments such as “garden grabbing” to 
build blocks of flats. The comments come in a new 
publication “Suburbs and the Historic Environment” 
intended to give residents and Councils ways of protecting 
suburbs. The full document can be downloaded from 
www.helm.org. 
 
HORNCASTLE CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
www.horncastlecivic.org.uk 
 
Horncastle CS have been successful in obtaining Heritage 
Lottery Funding for two new projects. 
 
Firstly their smart new web site. (See above) Secondly a 
film about Horncastle, “Horncastle Yesterday and Today”, 
with aerial footage of the town. It is intended that profits 
from the sale of copies will help fund other projects. 
 
LOUGHBOROUGH & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST 
NEWSLETTER 
 
Spring 2007 
 
Loughborough CT says they have lived with the prospect 
of an Inner Relief Road for so long that apparently one 

http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk/
http://www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.horncastlecivic.org.uk/
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must be resigned to it, if only to be rid of the planning blight 
it has inflicted between Leicester Road and Baxter Gate. A 
planning application has now been made. The concept is 
an old one, and arguably out of date. Leicester has had 
Vaughan Way and Nottingham Maid Marion Way for 
decades and both have been condemned for severing the 
fabric of those cities, splitting a historic quarter from the 
modern city centre. (Hear, hear – Ed) As the section from 
Derby Road is already built, what remains to be built is only 
400 yards but it will cut across the grain of old street 
patterns and leave ugly spaces. 
 
After months of deliberation Charnwood Council have 
finally adopted the Loughborough Town Centre 
Masterplan. This sets out guidance on the design of new 
developments to enable planners to press for higher 
standards than has common in the past. It also promotes 
the re-use of quality old buildings rather than demolition 
and replacement; and it hopes to stimulate the creation of 
town centre walks and improve the general appearance of 
town centre streets. 
 
The plan also puts forward guidelines for the development 
of key sites, notably the former General Hospital and the 
‘Eastern Gateway’ across the front of the Midland Railway 
Station. 
 
MARKET HARBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
April 2007 
 
Market Harborough CS is concerned about proposals by 
Harborough Council to sell their offices building in Adam 
and Eve Street. It is a part of the town’s heritage and as a 
listed building care must be taken to preserve it. Thought 
needs to be given to the possibility of using the whole of 
the ground floor as a library and museum. 
 
Market Harborough’s Market Hall is suffering, in common 
with markets up and down the country. The Council must 
bit the bullet regarding its future. 
 
Market Harborough CS is appalled by the unwillingness of 
the new Primary Care Trust to build a new hospital for the 
town. The old Cottage Hospital is a registered war 
memorial and the Civic Society, the British Legion and 
others are fearful for its future. 
 
The Barker Review of Land Use Planning was 
commissioned by the Treasury as a review of the UK 
planning system, focusing primarily on the link between 
planning and economic growth. The Civic Trust has 
greeted many of the recommendations with great concern, 
as the majority of these focus on reforming the planning 
system for the benefit of businesses and developers. This 
may have implications for the protection of the built and 
natural environments and for local communities. 
 
The Civic Trust has joined with the RSPB, CPRE, Friends 
of the Earth, Woodland Trust, Ramblers Association, 

Wildlife Trust, Transport 2000 and the Royal Town 
Planning Institute forming a coalition to campaign against 
unacceptable elements of the Barker Review. To find out 
more go to the campaign web site on 
www.planningdisasters.co.uk 
 
The Harborough Improvement Team has led a recent 
conference entitled “Hands on Harborough” to discuss the 
town’s past, its present and hopes for the future. This is the 
essence of the Civic Society’s mission but they weren’t 
even invited! Despite many stories of successful co-
operation, many towns and cities still do this sort of thing – 
freezing out their local Civic Society from the one thing 
they do best of all. Any more shocking examples please? 
 
MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
July 2007      www.melbourne-uk.com/civicsoc.html 
 
Melbourne CS has published “Walks Around Melbourne”, 
(£5.00) the culmination of hundreds of hours of voluntary 
labour and some amazing technical skill that the Society 
hopes will set a new standard for guide books. Those 
many of you who enjoyed our meeting in Melbourne, 
subsequent superb guided walk, and are within reach, will 
no doubt wish to order your copy now. (I’m ordering mine -
Ed) 
 
NEWARK CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 
May 2007 
 
Following their concerns over the Newark and Balderton 
“New Growth Point” initiative, (EASTMACS Mag. No10) 
Newark CT note with deep unease a recent publication by 
the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment 
entitled “Housing Audit 2006 – Assessing the Design 
Quality of New Housing in the East Midlands, West 
Midlands and the South West”. CABE random audited 100 
schemes from across the three regions and rated them 
against the “Building for Life 2005” criteria agreed by the 
Home Builders Federation and now the leading measure of 
housing design and quality. CABE found over half of the 
developments to be “poor”. No development was rated as 
“good” and only one “very good”. 
 
Specific areas of weakness were: 
 
1. Many failed to create a sense of place. They did not take 
advantage of their surroundings and ft the local context, 
nor did they create a sense of identity or a distinct 
character. 
 
2. Schemes frequently had a poorly structured layout, 
leading to a poor quality streetscape, a lack of distinction 
between public and private realms, and development that 
was difficult to navigate. 
 
3. Where the highways design, rather than the buildings, 
dictated layout, the result was dominant roads and poorly 

http://www.melbourne-uk.com/civicsoc.html
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integrated car parking. Public open spaces were often 
poorly designed and maintained. 
 
Copies of the report are available as PDF through 
www.cabe.org.uk 
 
Newark has come joint second in the National Association 
of British Market Authorities, Market of the Year Award 
2007. There has been significant new investment in re-
paving the Market Square, replacement of old stalls and in 
overnight cleaning (Four times a week!) that has helped to 
create a continental style “cafe culture”. However Newark 
CT are still concerned that that the Market isn’t marketed 
enough and reiterate their call for a Town Centre Manager 
to be appointed to tackle this task. 
 
SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 
Summer 2007 
 
Sleaford & District CT are concerned that North Kesteven 
DC has granted the proprietor of a nearby restaurant a 
lease on part of Cogglesford Mill, to develop more 
extensive café and retail facilities in the Mill. Many people 
believe that such a development will inhibit the operation of 
the Mill, and therefore its educational function, despite the 
assurances to the contrary from the Council’s own experts. 
It is not clear why the Council wants to make this change; 
but quite apart from concern about the needless 
privatisation of public assets, the Trust is very unhappy 
about the whole process whereby the decision was made. 
Everything seemed to have been decided behind closed 
doors, and – worst of all – the “Friends of Cogglesford Mill” 
were ignored and left in the dark before being presented 
with a fait accompli. Considering that the Friends have 
voluntarily undertaken the operation of the Mill for the last 
fifteen years, this kind of treatment seems at least harsh 
and at worst insulting. Is it any wonder that opinion polls 
consistently demonstrate a lack of trust in politicians at 
large? Perhaps the Council feels that it doesn’t need the 
Friends any more. Thank you and goodbye. 
 
SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
June 2007 
 
Following our sensational report on the “Bull and Monkey” 
site (EASTMACS Mag. 10) you will all want to know what 
happened next. Following an investigation by South 
Holland DC and in their own words: 
 
“The Head of Planning and Development will carry out a 
review of procedure and protocols to investigate whether 
they need to be strengthened to prevent any future 
reoccurrence. The Spalding Civic Society has offered their 
assistance and has provided observations and suggestions 
to changes to application processes and these will be fully 
considered during the review. It is important that Council 
processes are open and transparent and the Chief 
Executive would like to thank the Spalding Civic Society for 

bringing this matter to the Council’s attention and for their 
offer of assistance, which is most welcome and helpful”. 
 
WIGSTON CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
Winter 2007 
 
Wigston CS’s big news is the granting of Heritage Lottery 
Fund money for a Blue Plaque Scheme in partnership with 
Wigston Historical Society. The scheme is to 
commemorate notable people in Wigston’s history and can 
now move forward. 
 
“Leicestershire Cares” is designing a publicity leaflet and 
logo for Wigston CS. There will be no cost to the Civic 
Society and the cost of printing and distribution will be 
raised from sponsorship to be sought from local 
companies. The aim is to enhance the profile of the Society 
and increase membership. 
 
THANK YOU – PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded 
in 1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered 
with the Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West 
Midlands Amenity Societies Association and the East 
Midlands Amenity Societies Association. In 2006 East 
MASA changed its name to the East Midlands Association 
of Civic Societies. Graham Reddie MBE ARIBA MRTPI is 
the President of both West MASA and East MACS. 
 
Officers of the association: 
 
Chairman East MACS: Councillor Ernie Napier, 75 Robin 
Hood’s Walk, Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY.  
eastmasachair@aol.com  
 
Vice-Chairman East MACS, Representative to Civic Trust 
National Council of Civic Societies & East Midlands 
Heritage Forum and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: 
Hilary Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 
2PQ. hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Hon. Secretary East MACS & Hon. Secretary Bourne Civic 
Society: Robert Kitchener, 124 Beech Avenue, Bourne, 
Lincolnshire, PE10 9RB. robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk  
 
Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine 
& Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 
Meadow Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 
1JT.  equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 
 
The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands 
Association of Civic Societies or of its officers. 
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