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MONEY WELL SPENT 
 
The Association is now in a position to help fund your 
projects. Any project submitted must be about 
furthering your work in your local community. It could 
be tree planting, heritage plaques, an awards scheme, 
new membership leaflets or posters, better 
membership leaflets or posters, an exhibition or 
anything else about your work as a society. 
 
We will consider matching funding to a maximum 
contribution of £300. So if you want to spend £300 we 
will give £150, if you want to spend £600 we will give 
£300, and if you want to spend £900 will we still give 
£300. Properly costed applications must be made in 
advance and you must be prepared to produce 
receipts/accounts afterwards. We shall of course have 
to limit the number of grants we can make in any one 
year. 
 
Your officers are very excited about this. At long last 
East MACS is able to use income from the Civic Trust   
to help Civic Societies in the East Midlands Region. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
CIVIC TRUST SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Sorry to nag but any societies who still haven’t paid their 
2007/08 subscriptions to the Civic Trust should now do so 
as a matter of urgency. I know they are not too good at 
reminding us at times, but you must be a CT member to be 
a member of this Association. Someone recently asked me 
why their society should pay the CT for next to nothing 
when they were already members of this first class 
organisation. Some explanation was necessary. 
 
ATTENDING YOUR MEETINGS 
 
Remember that your officers are always willing to attend 
your meetings if you wish, either as guest speakers - or to 
answer business-like questions! However please pick on 
the one closest to you. These are: Ernie Napier in Boston, 
Hilary Silvester in Nottingham, Robert Kitchener in Bourne, 
and Stuart Bailey in Loughborough. 

MAGAZINE ON-LINE 
 
Please note that in addition to a posting, we are able to 
issue East MACS Magazine electronically, which means 
you will get it before anyone else and may find it easier to 
forward to your committee and your members. Please let 
our editor know if you are interested and specify the format.  
(Word or pdf file) Only Retford are using this service at the 
moment, though we are grateful to Hinckley, Melbourne and 
Wigston for sending their newsletters to us electronically. 
 
EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Please continue to let our Secretary have any changes to, 
or new, email addresses, to help us stay in touch. 
 
LONG SUTTON 
 
A warm welcome to Long Sutton & District Civic Society in 
Lincolnshire. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
EVENTS GUIDE 
 
21st July: General Meeting at Lincoln as the guests of 
Lincoln Civic Trust. The Trust welcomed us to their 
headquarters, the medieval St. Mary’s Guildhall, currently 
celebrating its 850th year. After the meeting our hosts laid 
on an excellent buffet lunch and Richard Lucas, Chairman 
of the Trust, gave a tour of the building and a walk around 
the Brayford Pool area of Lincoln, where we were able to 
view and discuss many of the problems and opportunities 
offered by the regeneration of historic inner city areas.  
 
The bad news is that the turn out was rather poor - 
occasioned no doubt by the wet weather. But those who 
cried off, missed out on an extremely interesting day. 
Thank you Lincoln. 

 
20th October: General Meeting at Oakham Castle as we go 
to print. 
 
19th January 2008: General Meeting at Green’s Mill, 
Sneinton, Nottingham, as the guests of Friends of Greens 
Mill. 
 
19th April: Seventh AGM at Dronfield, Derbyshire, as the 
guests of Dronfield CS. 
 
June: ‘THE NOTTINGHAM AWAYDAY’. Date to be 
confirmed. Promises to be very exciting but contrary to 
rumour, Hilary Silvester will not be appearing as Maid 
Marion! 
 
19th July: General Meeting: Northamptonshire’s turn.  
 
18th or 25th October: General Meeting: Leicestershire’s 
turn. 
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NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Sept.  2007                www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic 
 

Beeston CS has responded at length to the Department of 
Transport on the Transport & Works Order for Phase 2 of 
Nottingham Express Transit. The public enquiry into the 
proposals to extend Nottingham’s Tram Network by two 
new lines to Beeston, Clifton and Chilwell, will be held at 
the Britannia Hotel Nottingham, commencing on 6th 
November. It is expected to run for six weeks. 
 

Beeston CS is hoping for a grant from the Tree Council 
that will enable them to plant trees at Broadgate 
Recreation Ground during National Tree Week, which 
commences on 19th November. The recreation ground 
recently had two new sculptures unveiled that celebrate the 
spirit of Beeston, past and present. Beeston CS say this 
area now cries out for good organised events. 
 

The Civic Society is campaigning for the restoration and 
reuse of the Weir Cottages at Beeston Lock at the junction 
of the River Trent and Beeston Canal. 
 

Congratulations to Nottinghamshire Building Preservation 
Trust, which is celebrating its 40th successful year. 
Nottinghamshire members please note. 
 

BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 

August & October 2007    
                    
www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The Rotary Club of Bourne has agreed to back Bourne 
Civic Society in its project to generate heat and electricity 
for Baldocks Mill Heritage Centre from the Mill’s own water 
wheel. The Rotary Club will be adopting the Civic Society’s 
plans as its major funding project for 2008. A water mill 
was first recorded on the South Street site in the 
Doomsday Book of 1086. The current mill building dates 
from about 1800 and the former water wheel generated 
power until 1924. Bourne CS took over the mill in 1983 and 
new wheels were installed in 2003. Heating and lighting 
costs for the Centre are currently a considerable burden for 
the Society to bear. 
 

Bourne CS and Baldocks Mill Heritage Centre have once 
again been prominent in supporting East Midlands in 
Bloom and CT Heritage Open Days. Well done. 
 

The Worth Project at Baldocks Mill has been short listed for 
a museums award. Bourne CS haven’t told us which one 
but anything they do at Baldocks Mill is an inspiration to us 
all – so watch this space. 
 

HINCKLEY CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

July 2007                           www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Hinckley’s Victorian Water Tower is under threat from yet 
another housing development. The sixty foot tower dating 

from 1891 is a significant local landmark and is mentioned 
in Pevsner’s “Buildings of England” 
 

Hinckley CS is supportive of the campaign against closure 
of the Station Road Post Office but members feel that the 
current situation highlights the significant, long-term issue 
surrounding the future of Station Road’s late Victorian and 
early Edwardian townscape. 
 

Redevelopment of the ‘Elm Lea’ site was thrown out by 
Hinckley and Bosworth Council but the developers have 
bounced back again and Hinckley CS will be making 
renewed representations about this potential replacement 
of one of the town’s most distinctive buildings with yet 
another bland and dismal block of flats. 
 

The Civic Society is campaigning for more ‘blue plaques’ in 
the town. 
 

Hinckley Civic Society has now celebrated its first AGM 
and is launching a membership drive. Well done Hinckley – 
fight the good fight! 
 

HOLBEACH & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
 

August 2007 
 

Holbeach & District Civic Society is twenty this year. 
Congratulations Holbeach. The first twenty years are 
always the worst! 
 

The Civic Society is campaigning for the restoration and 
reuse of the Holbeach Cemetery Chapels. 
 

Holbeach CS once again supported Civic Trust Heritage 
Open Days. 
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 

August 2007 www.leicestercivicsociety.co.uk 
 

In June Radio Leicester & Royal Institute of British 
Architects held a ‘Big Debate’ on Regeneration. Civic 
Society members submitted questions centred on concerns 
for the historic built environment. However the panel chose 
none of these questions and decided to concentrate on 
‘social’ regeneration. This rather missed the point of the 
preceding BBC documentary that was about the successes 
and problems of physical regeneration in Leicester. Two 
quotes worthy of attention came from panel members. The 
Bishop of Leicester, The Right Rev. Tim Stevens, 
commented that high-rise, commercial regeneration was 
threatening to leave the heritage of historic buildings in the 
City behind. And another speaker said that real 
streetscape development couldn’t occur without creating 
spaces for people within the context of the City’s historic 
buildings. At the moment Leicester is not doing enough to 
make use of it’s historic built environment in this regard. It 
was depressing that other panel members chose to ignore 
these leads and the rest of the audience who were actually 
asked to speak clearly weren’t that interested in these 
issues either. 
 

http://www.beeston12.freeserve.co.uk/civic
http://www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.leicestercivicsociety.co.uk/
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The 2006 Civic Society Awards, culminated in a prestigious 
ceremony and dinner at the Belmont Hotel in April, where 
Nick Cooper of University of Leicester Archaeological 
Service, presented awards to the Very Reverend Vivienne 
Faull, Dean of Leicester Cathedral for the restoration of the 
Cathedral tower and spire and to Nick Carter, Editor of the 
Leicester Mercury, for the refurbishment of the Mercury 
building. The 2007 Awards will be launched in December.  
 

Newarke Houses Museum of Local History re-opened to 
the public following refurbishment, on Saturday 23rd June 
2007. Over 500 members of the public visited the museum 
on its first day with nearly as many on the Sunday. The 
people of Leicester had missed the museum during the 
past three years. The young ones had probably never seen 
it, so they all arrived full of enthusiasm that first weekend to 
welcome a new chapter in the history of these fine old 
buildings.  
 

In 2006 Leicester City Council designated Granby Street 
as a conservation area and threw out proposals for a huge 
office complex that would involve the loss of the historic 
Temperance Hotel of Thomas Cook. However earlier this 
year they approved an amended design and demolition of 
all existing buildings on the site, including the hotel. The 
Victorian Society has now put the hotel on their top ten list 
of 19th Century buildings under threat in England. Because 
of its many alterations the building is not listable but it is of 
historic importance to the City and should be retained. 
Once again Leicester City Council are consigning our 
history to the rubbish bin and once again its looks as if they 
might get away with it. 
 

Desperate to make a buck, the Post Office are to close 
their splendid building on Bishop Street and shift the 
business to the basement of W. H. Smith, despite Smiths 
being obviously unsuitable. (Overcrowding, poor access for 
the disabled, post vans having to use the recently 
pedestrianised Gallowtree Gate, etc, etc.) The 
understandable outcry led to Civic Society member Sir 
Peter Soulsby taking the matter to government ministers 
but there probably remains nothing we can do. The Post 
Office has shamelessly indulged in a sham public 
consultation as part of which the public were not allowed to 
question the actual move but asked ancillary questions 
about opening hours and access. This is one of the oldest 
tricks in the book. By answering limited set questions tacit 
acquiescence to the central contentious issue is assumed. 
Once again the loss of one our great purpose-built, public 
buildings for its purpose seems assured. 
 

The future success of Leicester Market is under threat. The 
danger comes from new bus routes and proposed bus 
stops. Unless common sense prevails, the entire western 
half of the City is going to have bus stops so far from the 
Market that many will be dissuaded from going there for 
their shopping. Leicester’s pedestrian proposals are to be 
applauded - though they are many years overdue. 
Redevelopment of the ABC Cinema site will enable 
Haymarket and Church Gate to be pedestrianised as well, 
but this will then put buses even further from the Market. 

Leicester Civic Society has made representations and 
awaits developments with interest. 
 

Meanwhile proposals to open up more space in the Market 
have resurfaced after an interval of many years. However 
the Civic Society does not understand why it should be 
necessary to sell the indoor market building to pay for this. 
(One shudders to think what would be proposed for the 
site) And where exactly is the indoor market to go? 
 

MARKET HARBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY 
 

September 2007 
 

‘Local Works’ is the campaign for the Sustainable 
Communities Bill. The campaign started in 2002 following 
the publication of two reports by the New Economics 
Foundation entitled “Ghost Town Britain” and “Clone Town 
Britain” (Reported on by this publication) These reports 
looked into the continuing trend of community decline, 
thousands of local post offices, newsagents, bank 
branches, butchers, bakers and grocers closing, as well as 
on-going green space development and a decline in many 
aspects of community life. Due to the gravity and wide 
reaching impacts of this problem nationwide, namely 
decline in local economies, increased traffic and pollution, 
social exclusion, less democratic participation and 
community involvement, it was evident that an urgent 
change in the law was needed to address the situation. 
 

A collection of civic, community and environmental 
organisations joined with NEF and drafted the Sustainable 
Communities Bill. The Local Works Campaign was then 
born with the aim of getting the SC Bill into law and 
reversing the trend of community decline. 
 

Since the campaign began it has grown rapidly in strength. 
The Bill has successfully passed through the House of 
Commons, however there is the danger that the Bill may 
be amended and ‘watered down’ in the Lords. 
 

So – what does the bill say? Before deciding on the 
measures to implement, the Secretary of State must (not 
may): 
 

1. Invite suggestions from all Councils on how best to build 
sustainable communities in their locality. 
 

2. Co-operate with the Local Government Association on 
which suggestions should be short listed and acted upon. 
 

3. Publish a break down for each Council area of spending 
by government agencies and quangos or any other body 
with a public function. 
 

4. On the basis of these spending breakdowns consider, 
with a presumption in favour of acceptance, requests from 
Councils for a transfer of functions and resources to 
themselves from these agencies. 
 
However this ‘power sharing’ goes right down to local 
communities. Before submitting any suggestions Councils 
must not merely consult their communities but must also 
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set up representative ‘Citizens Panels’ to establish 
mechanisms to involve local communities, try to reach 
agreement with those panels in making suggestions for 
government action, and consider the best way to involve 
the most disengaged and dispossessed sections of the 
community. 
 

MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October  2007      www.melbourne-uk.com/civicsoc.html 
 

East Midlands Airport has recently published the first 
annual Community Investment Report and notice of 
intention to build four wind turbines on the airport site. 
There is a common theme in these publications: Airport 
management gives great publicity to initiatives with 
relatively modest environmental benefit, but consistently 
refuses to discuss the major issues, locally the planned 
doubling in night noise, and globally the huge increase in 
emissions from aviation fuel used at the airport. 
 

This year the daffodils around the Washpit were looking a 
bit sparse so Melbourne CS has added a large quantity of 
new ones in the hopes of making a great splash at this 
important approach to the town centre.  
 

NEWARK CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 

September  2007 
 

Firstly the Potterdyke proposals: Potterdyke is a hugely 
sensitive site in the heart of Newark. It presents an exciting 
opportunity for the right sort of development. But are the 
current proposals the right sort of development for this 
site? Potterdyke lies within the town’s Conservation Area 
and includes, and is adjoined by, many listed buildings. Its 
development should preserve and enhance their character 
and appearance and should provide a fitting architectural 
and townscape legacy for the future. 
 

Secondly Housing Design. Most of the rubbish bought and 
sold as housing in this country – the majority of which has 
never seen an architect anyway – is proof of our inability as 
a society to comprehend architecture. The failure to 
recreate the ‘house’ in Britain is probably the greatest 
failure of the last 200 years, but we seem blissfully 
unaware, despite having to put up with it daily. 
 

Sorry folks but this is still remains the best newsletter we 
receive. Apart from the lengthy, thought-provoking articles 
quoted briefly above, Newark CT members investigated a 
“stick oven” and a new member recalls when she said: 
“This is a nice place – I could live here”.  Thank you 
Newark. Your newsletter was a pleasure to read. 
 

SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 

Autumn 2007 
 

The most important issue for Sleaford at the moment is the 
proposed development of a straw-fired power station at 
Boston Road, Kirkby La Thorpe. In principle so eco-friendly 
a project should be welcomed. However CT members are 

raising concerns over chimney emissions and traffic to and 
from the site. 
 

It’s always fun recalling the famous sons and daughters of 
your town, without whom the modern world would be a 
difference place. Sleaford & District CT have done just this, 
coming up with comedienne Jennifer Saunders, the man 
who wrote “The Magic Roundabout” and Elton John’s 
librettist! 
 

Finally we were at once depressed and slightly amused by 
“A Long Rail Journey”, an article on the Civic Trust’s three-
year battle to try and get Network Rail and Central Trains 
to do something about the windows of Sleaford Station. 
Proof – if proof were needed – that no one does “buck- 
passing” quite as well as our railway operators. 
 

WIGSTON CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Summer 2007 
 

Good progress is being made on Wigston’s ‘Blue Plaques 
Project’. All of the plaques have been made and were fixed 
during the first half of September. A booklet to accompany 
the plaques, including colour photographs (Nice idea!) has 
been produced and a launch event held in early October.  
 

If visiting Wigston watch out for the first plaque you see 
and let Wigston Civic Society know what you think on 
cftowell@aol.com 
 

THANK YOU – PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity Societies 
Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to the East 
Midlands Association of Civic Societies. Graham Reddie MBE 
ARIBA MRTPI is the President of both West MASA and East 
MACS. 
 

Officers of the association: 
 

Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman East MACS, Representative to Civic Trust 
National Council of Civic Societies & East Midlands Heritage 
Forum and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary Silvester, 
22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Hon. Secretary Bourne Civic 
Society: Robert Kitchener, 124 Beech Avenue, Bourne, 
Lincolnshire, PE10 9RB. robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk  
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT.  
equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 
The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not necessarily 
those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of Civic Societies or of 
its officers. 

http://www.melbourne-uk.com/civicsoc.html
mailto:cftowell@aol.com
mailto:hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:Equanimity@simurg.co.uk

