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WE NEED A NEW SECRETARY 
 

We are very sorry to announce the retirement of our 
stalwart secretary Robert Kitchener with effect from 
this year’s AGM in April. Robert has been Hon. 
Secretary of our Association for the last six years and 
we think you will agree that we wouldn’t be where we 
are today without his considerable efforts. Robert 
wishes to devote time to Bourne and we wish him well. 
 

This means that the Association badly needs a new 
volunteer to act as Hon. Secretary. We know that you 
are all busy with your own societies but if anyone 
could spare a little time we would all be so very 
grateful. The bottom line is organising our meetings - 
usually in conjunction with host societies - once every 
three months, and issuing agendas and directions. 
Though Robert works about a year in advance, so 
much will already be done to start with. If you’re not 
keen on taking minutes (And who is?) this can be 
spread around the officers so that any one person only 
has to do it once a year. In addition the officers meet 
two or three times a year at a central location – usually 
on Saturday lunchtime for about 90 minutes. 
 

Please let any officer know if you are interested. 
Indeed please let any officer know if you are not 
officially interested but might just like to find out more. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

MONEY! MONEY! MONEY! 
 

Two member societies have applied for grant aid funding 
from the Association following our announcement in East 
MACS Mag. No.12 and at last October’s meeting. Any 
more takers? Don’t be shy. 
 

GARDEN GRABBING 
 

Those who would like to find out more about this pernicious 
practice might like to know that the Yorkshire & 
Humberside Association of Civic Societies is keen on this 
and you can get in touch via our website. 
 

HERITAGE COUNTS 
 

1st November 2007 saw the launch of ‘Heritage Counts - 
East Midlands’, the annual English Heritage celebration of 

our historic built environment, held this year in Leicester’s 
medieval Guildhall. The event had been held in Nottingham 
on previous years. There were exhibitions by English 
Heritage, East Midlands Museums, Libraries & Archives 
Service, The Institute for Historic Buildings Conservation 
and Leicester Civic Society. Sixty-five delegates came from 
Civic Societies (Including: Boston, Leicester, Nottingham 
and Wigston – Sorry if we’ve missed any out) and Local 
Planning Authorities from across the Region.  
 

NEW CONSTITUTION 
 

The Civic Trust is to publish a new model constitution for 
Civic Societies at meetings in London on 21st and 24th 
January - which is irritating, as we could have done with 
discussing this at our meeting on 19th. This is the first re-
write since 1974, so expect less about actually doing the 
job but lots about social inclusivity and sustainability. 
(Sorry) There has been little consultation so expect 
fireworks. Or it might be a damp squib. 
 

EVENTS GUIDE 
 

Sat. 20th October 2007: General Meeting at Oakham 
Castle. A first rate meeting with some good networking 
going on at the meeting and during lunch afterwards. It was 
a gorgeous Indian summer of a day at this beautiful, 
central location. It is therefore a pity that not many 
societies actually turned-up. 
 

Sat. 19th January 2008: General Meeting at Green’s Mill, 
Sneinton, Nottingham, as the guests of Friends of Greens 
Mill, as we go to print. 
 

Sat. 19th April: Seventh AGM at Dronfield, Derbyshire, as 
the guests of Dronfield Civic Society. 
 

June: ‘THE NOTTINGHAM AWAYDAY’. Date to be 
confirmed. Those clearly disappointed to hear that Hilary 
Silvester is not coming as Maid Marion, now expect your 
editor to appear as Friar Tuck. (No!) 
 

Sat. 19th July: General Meeting: Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire, as the guests of Wellingborough CS. 
 

Sat. 18th October: General Meeting: Hinckley, 
Leicestershire, as the guests of Hinckley CS. 
 

Sat. 17th January 2009: General Meeting: Louth, 
Lincolnshire, as the guests of Louth Civic Trust. 
 

Sat. 18th April 2009: Eighth AGM: Oakham Castle. 
 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Dec.  2007                        www.beeston-civicsociety.org.uk 
 

Beeston Civic Society has launched a new version of their 
web site. (Above) As well as giving information about the 
Society itself, it gives updated details of events, public 
presentations, guided walks and annual HOD’s. In addition 
there is a ‘News’ feature and a ‘Gallery’ to illustrate the 
good the bad - and the downright ugly - of Beeston. 



There’s a lot in Beeston’s Newsletter about their very 
active support for Heritage Open Days 2007, and also 
National Tree Week. This is held in the last week in 
November and therefore could usefully plug a gap in your 
calendar of events. The Tree Council give grants of up to 
75% for tree planting, if this is in supportive of community 
schemes, and particularly if they involve children. You have 
to apply in May, so get your committee thinking seriously 
about it now. 
 

Beeston CS are doing their best to follow the huge public 
inquiry into Nottingham Express Transit Phase 2  - but it’s 
quite a task as this is envisaged as taking seven weeks. 
 

The Environment Agency have upgraded the risk of 
flooding at Attenborough, so consultation on proposed new 
flood defences has got to start all over again! 
 

DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Autumn  2007. 
 

Dronfield Station Action Group has been in existence since 
an open meeting held in August 2006. (EASTMACS Mag. 
No.9) Now the “Friends of Dronfield Station” has been 
established at an inaugural meeting on 28th September. At 
this meeting Councillor Price, Mayor of Dronfield, 
presented Natasha Engel MP, President of the Friends, 
with a cheque for £300 from the County Council’s 
Leadership Scheme. This was followed by a 
comprehensive update on work done and plans for the 
future, which includes the adoption of the station as a 
community resource under Northern Rail’s Station 
Adoption Scheme. There is therefore a continuing 
opportunity for ‘Friends’, including corporate members, to 
engage in a wide range of support activities. There is little 
doubt that a regular and reliable train service would be a 
considerable amenity for the town. To find out more ring 
Paul Walker of the Friends on 0114-2890920. 
 

Gosforth Field Sports Association took over the playing 
fields almost immediately after closure of the school in 
2004 and is actively supported by Dronfield CS. The 
association has made do with temporary facilities, but are 
now applying for permission to build a new sports club, car 
park, floodlit artificial turf pitch and changes in levels. 
 

Dronfield-in-Bloom 2007 won a silver medal. The judges 
were particularly impressed by the station plantings and 
the Lea Brook Valley and Riverside projects. Well done!  
 

Don’t miss this year’s AGM in Dronfield on 19th April. 
 

HINCKLEY CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Oct. 2007                           www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Hinckley CS Vice-chairman Bob Gibson has attacked the 
town’s transport infrastructure. It’s worth repeating this 
almost in its entirety. Does this describe your town and its 
transport infrastructure? 
 
“Hinckley Town Centre, only two decades ago a thriving 
community, has been re-shaped into a series of cul-de-

sacs, a total nightmare for any visitor unfamiliar with the 
Town. Public Transport has been forced on a nomadic tour 
of inadequate roads around its periphery to reach the 
abomination known as Hinckley Bus Station. Trying to 
cross Hinckley by road from Rugby Road to Ashby Road or 
Leicester Road is worse than navigating many large cities, 
with a succession of un-coordinated traffic lights festooned 
along a woefully inadequate road system seemingly 
designed to ensure vehicles sit belching fumes across the 
town, rather than to facilitate a smooth and easy passage. 
 

Try reaching Hinckley by rail. In the last four years an 
initially much improved service has been decimated as the 
basic 30-minute interval service to Nottingham and the 
direct service to Coventry have both been lost. Amazingly 
this seemed to attract little protest from organisations in the 
town such as the Chamber of Commerce or the Council 
itself. Indeed, when I posed the question of the declining 
state of Hinckley’s rail services to an apparently 
disinterested Council Official at a meeting last November, I 
was fobbed off the answer that Central Trains were difficult 
to make contact with. 
 

My submission is that if Hinckley, or any other town, does 
not ensure it has the developing infrastructure to meet the 
fast changing conditions of the 21st Century, it will consign 
itself to the economic dustbin. The moribund thinking and 
apparent indifference of the last two decades from the 
town’s leaders, has undoubtedly contributed to the fact that 
Hinckley now resembles a stranded whale on its death 
beach, simply unable to cope with the dramatically 
changed circumstances now surrounding it.” 
 

Don’t forget our meeting in Hinckley on 18th October - 
Better set out nice and early! 
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 

December  2007  www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Did you know that you can use your website to very 
effectively campaign by the use of e-petitions? Go onto the 
Leicester CS site (Above) to see what it looks like. You will 
need a “Campaigns” page. When a visitor to the site 
chooses a campaign they are invited to, a) Sign the Civic 
Society e-Petition, b) Sign the identical Facebook e-petition 
(Facebook is a national campaigning system and you need 
a local Facebook activist to co-ordinate this with - Don’t 
worry if you haven’t got one - this is only an option), c) Sign 
a petition to the Prime Minister (An easy link to the PM’s 
system), d) Join the Civic Society or e) Don’t join the Civic 
Society but ask to be kept abreast of their activities. 
 

Leicester CS has one e-campaign (Gimson Houses – See 
page three successes) now discontinued following its 
success, but there are two other campaigns electronically 
live at the moment - Silver Arcade and the Bowstring 
Bridge/Pump & Tap Pub Campaign. This latter has led to 
500 plus signing the CS petition. Several thousand signing 
the linked Facebook petition, a rapid increase in 
membership and 400 asking to be kept abreast of Society 
activities. (Continued on Page 4) 

http://www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk/


        SUCCESS STORIES 

 
 

BULL & MONKEY SITE. SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY GAINS MAJOR DESIGN IMPROVEMENTS. 
 

The Bull & Monkey proposals are back again. Improved in many ways. The bumptious tower has gone; also the vehicle arch 
with its lopsided effect on the Churchgate frontage. Thus, more of the rooms now have premium views along the river. The 
Georgian details are now “classically literate”, as the Georgian consultant puts it. Dysfunctional elements in the corner block 
have been put right, as Spalding & District Civic Society suggested, so that future residents day-to-day lives will be more 
convenient. However the proposals are not yet fully acceptable to the Civic Society. They are unhappy about the corner, which 
now seems to fizzle out weakly, lacking a strong, bold cornice to take the eye away from the clumsy attic storey. The sterile car 
park-yard at the rear ignores the site’s steep slope and the landscaping is paltry. Overall there seems a failure to recognise what 
a very special site this is. The LPA Conservation Officer is also unhappy about the corner. English Heritage goes further. It says, 
“Our advice has not been fully acted on, and in the case of the corner building ignored completely”. Unless the designs are 
further reconsidered, it recommends refusal. “We would welcome the opportunity of advising further”. Let us hope that English 
Heritage’s offer is taken up and advice acted upon this time, before the Bull & Monkey comes up before DC Committee again. 
 
 

 

GIMSON HOUSES. LEICESTER CIVIC SOCIETY SAVES VICTORIAN VILLAS.         Drawing courtesy of Olwen Hughes 
 

 In 1884 industrialist William Gimson commissioned Charles Baker to design and built a pair of houses for his nephews on 
Glenfield Road just beyond the built-up area of the town. It is part of the enduring myth of these houses that they are forever 
associated with the name of William’s other nephew the famous Ernest Gimson, who was an arts student at the time. Ernest 
grew to know the houses well. As a leading light of the Arts and Crafts Movement, he designed furniture and interior decor for 
them. Much of this furniture is now owned by Leicester Museums and can be viewed on their Ernest Gimson web site. Those 
brought up in the West End always recognised the Gimson Houses as something special, a little bit of Stoneygate in our more 
utilitarian end of town. But nothing is safe. Leicester City Council gave Eastern Shires Housing Association planning permission 
for an ugly little block of flats on the site. Despite the houses being on the Local Interest List, planning officers are reported as 
saying, “No one’s going to protest over this”. But the people of Leicester decided to fight back. Local residents bombarded the 
Housing Association with hundreds of letters, and the Civic Society e-petition attracted over 300 signatures. This level of protest 
has led to the Association backing-out of the project and it now proposes to sell the houses. However the Civic Society has 
warned that a definite commitment to retain the houses is needed from any new owner before a victory can be claimed.

 



Leicester Civic Society is shortly to add e-petitions on the 
condition and future safety of the Roman pavement in the 
Market Place and Leicester’s very own Statue of Liberty, 
currently languishing in a skip due to lack of Council 
enforcement action. The Society says it would not be 
possible to achieve this level of action and success by any 
other means but the commitment of massive human 
resources that it does not possess. 
 

NEWARK CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 

January 2008 
 

ASDA Stores, Simons Developments and M. F. Strawson 
Ltd. have finally submitted proposals for the Potterdyke 
Site including the Old Robin Hood Hotel, The Bus Station, 
Bus Garage and Car Park. Newark Civic Trust describes 
these as the most far-reaching development proposals to 
hit Newark for decades. 
 

Newark & Sherwood District Council say there is no choice 
but to move the Bus Station to The Wharf, with a new “Bus 
Interchange Facility”. This will not adversely affect the 
setting of adjacent listed buildings or the amenity value of 
the site. However there are serious faults with traffic and 
parking, and pedestrians are generally being treated badly 
by the proposals. The Trust is calling for a zebra crossing 
in Bar Gate as well as a proper analysis of the scheme’s 
overall effects on parking and traffic, with the developers 
paying for any highway engineering works that such an 
analysis might show to be necessary. 
 

Looking at the facility as a node in Newark’s transport 
system, the Trust found serious faults. There is no potential 
for growth and there is no space for a taxi rank. Worst of all 
the facility will not serve out-of-town bus services, which in 
future would use the Cattle Market Car Park. This would fly 
in the face of any aspirations the Town might have for an 
integrated transport system and would deter people from 
using bus services. 
 

As regards the ASDA store on Potterdyke. This is small - 
by their standards. Will it be adequate given the growth 
anticipated by the growth point proposals? It is also a very 
undistinguished building, making no pretence to reflect or 
contrast with the appearance and proportions of adjacent 
good quality buildings, and providing no clue to the fact 
that it is in Newark rather than anywhere else. But it is 
once again traffic management that is the worst aspect of 
the proposals, with pedestrians taking second place to 
motorists at every point where their paths cross. 
Pedestrians have worse in store in Portland Street and 
Lombard Street where access for vehicles has been given 
absolute priority over their needs. 
 

Newark Civic Trust say that it is perverse for a scheme 
supposed to attract shoppers and compliment the existing 
retail centre of the town to be so consistently hostile to their 
requirements for safe and easy passage on foot. However 
an amended plan is due to be submitted in the New Year 
and the Trust hope that their constructive criticisms will 
enable the developers to make sweeping improvements. 
 

Needless to say, these proposals continue to be monitored 
extremely closely indeed. 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2007 
 

There’s more to Spalding than the Bull & Monkey Site. 
(See page three successes) Lots of interesting things pack 
their six-page newsletter. Here are two. 
 

1450 more houses are proposed for Holland Park, a huge 
swath of land stretching from Hawthorn Bank to Luck’s 
Bridge. The nightmare comes all too easily - A vast maze 
of car-dependent cul-de-sacs and aimless meandering 
roads - A creeping tide of pattern-book boxes, pseudo-this, 
pseudo-that, but scarcely more distinguishable from each 
other than cells in a beehive. Anyclose, Anytown, 
Anywhere.  But the “Holland Park Development Brief”, 
prepared by the Council, clearly recognises the danger. 
There is a need for “imaginative lay-out”, with “distinct 
localities” recognisable by “differences in building styles 
and layout” and with “landscaping made a key element 
from the start”. All this calls for design expertise of the 
highest order. It is not encouraging therefore that the 
Council has handed preparation of the Masterplan to the 
developer or that their choice of photo for the front cover of 
the Brief is exactly the sort of dreary Anytown Estate they 
say they wish to avoid. 
 

Curry’s former shop in the Market Place is a listed building. 
A greetings card chain is hoping to take it over. Typically 
for such chains it applied for the garish facia and shop front 
that would make it look exactly like all their other outlets 
(It’s called “Corporate roll-out”) regardless of context. 
However the Civic Society strongly objected, the 
application was refused and they have been told to prepare 
a design that respects the character of the building. 
 

THANK YOU– PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 1987 to 
represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the Civic Trust. In 
2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity Societies Association 
and the East Midlands Amenity Societies Association. In 2006 East 
MASA changed its name to the East Midlands Association of Civic 
Societies. Graham Reddie MBE ARIBA MRTPI is the President of both 
West MASA and East MACS. 
 

Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 
Vice-Chairman East MACS, Representative to Civic Trust National 
Council of Civic Societies & East Midlands Heritage Forum and 
Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary Silvester, 22 Wheatfields 
Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Hon. Secretary Bourne Civic Society: 
Robert Kitchener, 124 Beech Avenue, Bourne, Lincolnshire, PE10 9RB. 
robert@baroc124.freeserve.co.uk  
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & Chairman 
Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT.  equanimity@simurg.co.uk  
 

The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not necessarily those of the 
editor, the East Midlands Association of Civic Societies or of its officers. 
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