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HONOURABLE RETIREMENT 
 

In time we all have to bow to time and so our 
revered President Graham Reddie took a fond 
farewell at our AGM this year. As you may be 
aware, Graham suffered a minor stroke last 
Christmas and does not feel able to continue 
giving the job his usual 200%. Of course he may 
be wrong - there has to be a first time for 
everything - and there could always be a grand 
come back. But until such a time we all wish 
Graham a long and happy retirement. We all owe 
him so much. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NEW MEMBERS - OLD MEMBERS? 
 

The Civic Trust website now has a list of Societies per 
Association. We are shown as having 51, which on the 
face of it is correct counting the Association itself. (There 
are 50 societies) However all is not well as they have 
record of four societies we have not: 
 

1. Barlborough Civic Trust (Derbys) 
2. Castleton Garland Ceremony (Derbys) 
3.Donington Civic Society (Improving Donington 
Environment for All Ltd) - Lincs. 
4. Wymondham & Edmondthorpe Civic Society  (Leic) 
 

With the exception of Wymondham we had never heard of 
these before. We now have a contact for Donington but not 
the others. Can anyone help?  (The Civic Trust haven’t 
replied to my email – Ed) 
  

The above are of course balanced by four societies on our 
books but apparently no longer registered with the Trust: 
 

1. Boston Preservation Trust. 
2. Cossington Village Society (Leic) 
3. Hayfield Civic Trust (Derbys) 
3. Lincoln Civic Trust 
 

Hayfield CT certainly exists. (They were in contact only last 
year) But for the Trust to lose Boston and Lincoln is 
nothing short of disastrous. And for the Trust not to warn 
us about such major potential losses, so we could do 

something about it before now, is dreadful. One only hopes 
that some don’t feel they can gain membership of this 
Association without Civic Trust membership, as this is 
certainly not the case. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

HERITAGE AT RISK 2008 
 

The title of a new 40-page publication by English Heritage 
that is extremely informative. For example did you know 
that 57% of local authorities produce their own list of all 
listed buildings at risk but that 31% of these don’t publish 
this list. Naturally EH don’t name names but by reading the 
map you can soon detect if your local authority is one of 
the secretive ones and start asking questions. 
 

Highly recommended and available free of charge from 
English Heritage Customer Services Department on 0870-
333-1181 or customers@english-heritage.org.uk but 
please specify that this is the document you wish, as the 
full National Register now goes under the same title but is 
the size of a telephone directory. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

A NEW SECRETARY 
 

Robert Kitchener retired in a blaze of glory at our recent 
AGM and we were delighted to welcome Howard Wilkins, 
Chairman of Hinckley Civic Society, as our new Hon. 
Secretary. Everybody say “Hello Howard!” 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

EVENTS GUIDE 
 

Saturday 19th April: Seventh AGM at Dronfield, Derbyshire, 
as the guests of Dronfield Civic Society who gave us a very 
warm welcome on a very cold day. A good meeting and 
lunch in a nice warm pub lead to several members nodding 
off. But a vigorous guided walk soon woke everyone up. It 
was great – but it was a good 48 hours before your editor 
could feel his hands again! 
 

Saturday 28th June. “The Nottingham Awayday”. Many 
thanks to Nottingham Civic Society for a great day out. The 
Civic pomp of Nottingham Council House was very 
impressive and an afternoon spent in the Elizabethan 
splendour of Wollaton Hall, with a highly informative tour of 
both the 16th Century kitchens and the famous Prospect 
Room by a Council Museums Guide who was also a Civic 
Society member - was a marvellous experience. 
 

Saturday 19th July: General Meeting:  Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire, as the guests of Wellingborough CS as 
we go to print. 
  
Saturday 18th October: General Meeting: Hinckley, 
Leicestershire, as the guests of Hinckley Civic Society. 
 

Saturday 17th January 2009: General Meeting: Louth, 
Lincolnshire, as the guests of Louth Civic Trust. 
 

Saturday 18th April 2009: Eighth AGM: Oakham, Rutland. 

mailto:customers@english-heritage.org.uk


NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 

 
BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

June 2008                        www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The Civic Society is justifiably hot under the collar as 
Tesco proposals granted planning permission five years 
ago have yet to be implemented and there are rumours 
that Tesco will now be seeking to enlarge the supermarket 
– if and when they ever get around to building one. 
 

Beeston CS is supporting proposals for a new conservation 
area at Park Road and Grove Avenue, Chilwell. 
 

The Society is well organised in advance for this year’s 
Heritage Open Days in September. They are planning no 
less than eleven events! 
 

BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS  
 

April & June 2008                www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk          
 

Praise for the Worth Exhibition: Society President Lady 
Jane Willoughby de Eresby comments, “With the 
development and quality of the Worth Exhibition, Baldock’s 
Mill Heritage Centre has really become a lovely small 
museum. It looks professional and is a great achievement 
in short a short time”. Secretary Robert Kitchener and 
Brenda and Jim Jones are the great motivators in the 
development of the Heritage Centre.  Mayor of Bourne, 
Jane Kingman Pauley also paid tribute to Jim, Brenda and 
all the others involved. She added, “So many people have 
put in such hard work for the benefit of Bourne. We should 
all stand and applaud them.” 
 

Twenty years after seeing a working waterwheel and 
thinking about fitting one in Baldock’s Mill, the project has 
come to fruition for Civic Society stalwarts Jim and Brenda 
Jones.  The new 12 feet diameter steel and wood wheel 
replaces the 20 feet wooden wheel that powered the mill 
until 1924, when it collapsed and was not replaced by the 
then owner. A smaller wheel was necessary due to earlier 
building works to adapt the mill as a Heritage Centre. 
 

Although the same width to fit into the mill race, fitting the 
smaller diameter wheel was not without its problems, 
including works to the race and the installation of a large 
chute that helps control the water round the wheel.  
 

After consulting the Pedley Wheel Trust and drawing up 
plans Jim Jones and Doug Fownes started work in 
September 2007 and, after many trials and tribulations, the 
project was completed in May 2008 and is now generating 
electricity for the Heritage Centre. The Rotary Club of 
Bourne backed the project and on 24th May they joined 
over 70 Civic Society members for the official opening. 
 

DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Spring 2008 
 

Dronfield CS are concerned about anti-social behaviour 
problems in the town, with broken glass littering the centre 
at bank holidays and weekends, as those drinking outside 
pubs or driving between pubs, create a safety hazard for 
other pedestrians and motorists by smashing glasses. 

The Civic Society is campaigning against this menace but 
the authorities are currently turning a blind eye. To date the 
Society has two unanswered letters to the District Council’s 
Environmental Services Manager – hardly in keeping with 
the Council’s claim to good service. 
 

The Society is also concerned over traffic problems in the 
town. During the last few years the 20 mph speed 
reduction zone around High Street, Church Street, Lea 
Road and Soaper Lane has not been as effective as it 
could be. Traffic volumes have increased considerably and 
the speed limit is constantly violated, frequently by a large 
margin.  The Society is now preparing a detailed schedule 
of suggestions that will be presented to the Local Highway 
Authority and Dronfield Town Council. 
 

Members impressed by Dronfield Station but not by the 
paucity of its train service, during our April visit, will be 
pleased to learn that the Dronfield Station Action Group – 
actively supported by the Civic Society – have succeeded 
in eliciting a promise from Northern Rail for a greatly 
improved train service. However the Group is still 
campaigning for more stops by East Midlands Trains and a 
better integrated local bus service. 
 
HINCKLEY CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

April  2008                          www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

There has been a major development in Hinckley Civic 
Society’s campaign for resumption of erecting blue plaques 
in the town. The Society has been promised funding from 
Hinckley and Bosworth Council to enable three plaques to 
be mounted in the current financial year.  
 

One of the first plaques will honour Elizabeth Coxhead 
(1909-1979) daughter of the then Head of Hinckley 
Grammar School, who after studying at Oxford, went on to 
become a high quality journalist and author. The centenary 
of her birth seems a fitting time to mark her role. 
 

In connexion with the blue plaque campaign the Civic 
Society is proposing a Summer 2009 Event on the 
undervalued literary heritage of Hinckley and Bosworth. 
The event will focus on three eminent literary ladies, 
Elizabeth Coxhead, Charlotte Brame and Lady Florence 
Dixie. The Society is seeking speakers of national repute 
and hopes that the event may become the precursor of a 
“Hinckley & Bosworth Literary Festival”. 
 

A shortlist of five preferred developers for the Bus Station 
Development Plan has been announced with the lucky 
winners to be ‘anointed’ in the summer. 
 

Since the last Civic Society Newsletter the decision on the 
appeal over ‘Elm Lea’ has been announced and sadly it 
now seems that another part of the town’s hosiery heritage 
will be lost. The Society mourns this but says that until both 
finance and ideas are in place for alternatives to 
speculation on unwanted flats, more of the same is likely to 
occur and forthcoming changes in the planning process 
seem likely to accelerate the trend. The Society was 
present at the original planning hearing and at the appeal. 

http://www.bournecivicsiciety.org.uk/
http://www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk/


LINCOLN CIVIC TRUST                54th Annual Report 2007 
 

Trust Chairman, Richard Lucas comments that although 
none of their activities over the last year has involved work 
on buildings, the Trust has made another effort over 
restoration of the North Range and Norman House at St. 
Mary’s Guildhall that are both structurally frail. The Trust 
has met with Lincoln City Council and English Heritage to 
put forward plans for small-scale living units. The City 
Council, as owners of the property, took the proposals 
away to work on them, but have given no encouragement 
that the Trust’s efforts might bear any fruit! 
 

The presence of the University in Lincoln has been a 
catalyst for massive inward investment in the City during 
the last ten years. This is likely to continue, both on the 
campus and beyond, and the population of Lincoln is 
predicted to increase substantially. Social change will 
mean many more houses with single or double occupancy, 
rather than larger family units. All of this will put increased 
pressure on green spaces, infrastructure and under-utilised 
heritage sites. These tensions can however be managed 
and a recent good example is the Lincoln College Sports 
Facility at Ravendale Drive, where a dilapidated site has 
been upgrade with a new pavilion, financed by a limited 
housing development in one corner of the site. 
 

Highlight of the year was surely the re-enactment of Henry 
the Second’s visit to St. Mary’s Guildhall and his “Wearing 
of the Crown” outside the City Walls 850 years ago. Trust 
Chairman Richard Lucas was congratulated on his vision 
and organisation of a wonderful C12th costume banquet. 
 
MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

July 2008              www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The Civic Society Award for 2008 was presented by its 
President Lord Ralph Kerr, at the Society’s Midsummer 
Event at Melbourne Hall. The Award went to Paul and Jane 
Winters for their restoration of the Workhouse at 30 Potter 
Street. A buffet was held in the Hall Gardens in splendid 
summer evening sunshine. (It all sounds very grand. I can 
almost taste the strawberries and cream! – Ed) 
 

The fundamental tenets of the East Midlands Airport 
Masterplan are forecasts of passengers and air cargo, and 
from these are derived estimates aircraft numbers, night 
noise and employment. However the forecasts for air cargo 
are now shown to be wholly unrealistic, and other 
dependent forecasts are thus rendered invalid. Melbourne 
CS has urged that cargo forecasts be revised without 
delay, along with the estimates of aircraft movements, 
night noise and employment that arise. 
 
NEWARK CIVIC TRUST MAGAZINE No.58 
 

Newark Civic Trust always did produce a first rate 
“newsletter” but this has now metamorphosed into a 
professional magazine, which must rate as one of the best 
ever to be produced by any individual Civic Society. This is 
entirely possible due to the sponsorship of three local 
companies that, like the Trust, have Newark at their heart 
and have put corporate sponsorship into the magazine. 

Always worth quoting, Newark CT Chairman George 
Wilkinson says: “Often I am accused of doing too much. 
Sometimes I think that what is really meant is that they 
could do more. If I wasn’t doing so much of whatever it is, 
then I would have far more time for doing something else, 
wouldn’t I? If you start early enough and finish late enough, 
it all fits in with time to spare. (One wonders how many 
other Civic Society Chairmen, Chairwomen or 
Chairpersons would echo these sentiments? - Ed) 
 

In 1965 a catastrophic fire destroyed the main building of 
Parnham’s Mill on the Newark Branch of the River Trent, 
and the adjoining office block was demolished the following 
year. Since then the area has been a scene of growing 
dereliction – or burgeoning wilderness – depending on your 
point of view.  The District Plan states that building will be 
allowed on the site but only on the ‘footprint, of the original 
mill. When you realise that this includes the area of the 
millrace it becomes clear that potential developers have 
quite a challenge on their hands. In 1999 proposals for a 
32-bedroom hotel were rejected and now a plan for a block 
of 63 apartments has been submitted. But Newark CT is 
objecting to the proposal as it fails to meet reasonable 
aspirations for the site in a number of areas. 
 
NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

April  2008           www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Plans, speculation, hopes and fears hover over the east 
side of the City at the moment. The Eastside is a 
designated regeneration area and is the focus of planning 
activity, stretching from the Meadows Gateway and 
Midland Station to Sneinton and St. Ann’s.  The proposed 
apartment blocks adjacent to the Midland Station were 
hotly debated and opposed – not least by the Civic Society 
and the plans considerably revised before gaining 
permission. It is interesting that opposition to a ‘wall’ of 
monolithic blocks, such as the Society highlighted in the 
“Long View” video, (See EASTMACS Mag No. 14) was 
raised by the Councillor with remit for City Development. 
 

The impact of these proposed huge apartment complexes 
on the setting of the Station Conservation Area is obviously 
a cause for considerable concern. However the prospects 
for the Station itself seem more positive than those put 
forward a few years ago, when it looked as if the greater 
part of the building would be lost. Recent designs show a 
complex of buildings with improved facilities, including 
retail for last minute and homeward-bound purchases. 
 

The Eastcroft Incinerator is yet again an issue of concern. 
Original plans for its expansion were refused as being too 
large and intrusive in the regeneration area. There was 
also a good deal of opposition on the grounds of air 
pollution, increased lorry movements and the use of older 
technology at a time when more effective methods of 
waste management are being developed. The waste 
management company came up with a revised design for a 
smaller plant. However this was still seen to be less than 
appropriate for a City Centre and was not determined. The 
company have now appealed and there will be a major 
public enquiry in September at which the Civic Society will 
be able to make its comments. 

http://www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk/


41 Pilcher Gate is one of the oldest houses in Nottingham 
with a nationally important internal staircase. Only a few 
years ago the house was under threat of demolition and 
replacement with an apartment building. However it seems 
the future is now healthier as an application has been 
submitted by a first rate conservation architect to restore 
and re-develop sensitively. The Civic Society is hoping that 
this project will go ahead and bring the building back to life. 
 
SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 

Spring  2008                
 

In the first of a short series, Sleaford CT asks: How old are 
Sleaford’s buildings? The answer takes the form of a 
complete record of dating stones on buildings in the town. 
Quite a project! 
 

Chairman Eddie Double is quoted as saying there is much 
to be enjoyed in Sleaford. Apart from the various activities, 
clubs and organisations, pleasant pubs and restaurants, 
there is a certain warmth and cohesion to the community. 
 

Proposals to build a straw-fired power station in the parish 
of Kirkby la Thorpe remain to be resolved, though the Civic 
Society expect permission to be granted now that the 
influential Chamber of Commerce has given its backing. 
The Chamber’s sole concern appears to be with increased 
business opportunity, which would be a good thing if it 
were its main concern and that it occasionally expressed a 
positive opinion on environmental matters. 
 
SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

June 2008 
 

In the 1960’s the orchards and fields behind Pinchbeck 
Road were purchased for Spalding. They became known 
as the Castle Sports Field and the then UDC added to 
them as other land came on the market. A running track 
was laid out, tennis courts and bowling greens, and over 
time a swimming pool and indoor sports facilities.  
 

Thus in their wisdom and foresight, an earlier generation of 
councillors secured for the growing town the priceless 
asset of a large public open space, central and convenient, 
with facilities for leisure both in and out of doors. The social 
value of the “Castle” is greater now than ever. As Spalding 
has grown, its open space has not grown with it and the 
town is now near to 50% under -provided. 
 

So what are the present generation of councillors planning 
to do about this situation? They are planning to destroy the 
Castle Fields under a housing estate and push the sports 
facilities two to three miles out of town on the proceeds. 
 

This folly is monumental. As flats proliferate, their gardens 
car-parked and new houses are packed ever closer in their 
tiny gardens, the need for greater green space close at 
hand grows greater by the day: Space where children can 
run and play and where adults can jog or simply walk the 
dog. As the centres of our towns are weakened by the 
flight of businesses and shopping to business parks and 
out-of-town malls, the economic need is to strengthen town 

centre attraction by preserving and enhancing facilities. 
Castle Fields meets all these aspirations and more. 
 

Common sense alone should have suggested that building 
houses on the “Castle” is self-defeating nonsense. On the 
one hand increasing the need for open space, whilst 
simultaneously destroying it on the other. There is little 
wisdom or foresight here. 
 

(East MACS is helping to fund Spalding & District Civic 
Society’s campaign against the destruction of the Castle 
Fields Spalding – Ed) 
 
WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Wellingborough Civic Society is celebrating the decision of 
English Heritage to list Knuston Hall as Grade 2, subject of 
a Society campaign for some years.  
 

The Society is also involved in proposals for the future of 
the Chester Farm Roman Site and at last Wellingborough 
DC seems to be taking an interest. 
 
WHALEY BRIDGE – WATER TOWN 
 

And finally we are in receipt of the 2008 Official Guide and 
Map to this most interesting old town on the northwest side 
of the Pennines, and with an enthusiastic East MACS 
member in the form of Whaley Bridge Amenity Society. Get 
your copy on www.whaleybridge.com 
 

SORRY IF WE ARE A LITTLE LATER THAN  

USUAL BUT THANK YOU ONCE MORE AND  

PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity Societies 
Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to the East 
Midlands Association of Civic Societies.  
 

Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman East MACS, Representative to Civic Trust 
National Council of Civic Societies & East Midlands Heritage 
Forum and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary Silvester, 
22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Chairman Hinckley Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Ph: 07753-831499. 
chairman@hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph. Home: 
01509-520904. Office: 0115-915-5475. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 

The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of 
Civic Societies or of its officers. 

http://www.whaleybridge.com/
mailto:libdemernie@aol.com
mailto:hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk

