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WELLINGBOROUGH MUSEUM 
 

On Saturday 19th July we had an excellent meeting at 
Wellingborough and once again a lot of business was 
transacted. We enjoyed lovely summer weather for this 
enjoyable day out that was crowned by a guided tour 
of the new Wellingborough Museum, run by and for the 
local heritage and community groups of the town. 
These include Wellingborough Civic Society, who is 
rightly proud of the major part it has played in this 
superb project greatly enhancing the attractiveness of 
their town. 
 

The downside was that only thirteen individuals came 
from six member societies. Members are reminded that 
the meetings rotate around the six counties so that we 
at least attempt meetings near you fairly frequently. 
Regular members are quite happy to determine policy, 
give grants and make decisions on behalf of the Civic 
Trust affecting East Midlands societies but wouldn’t 
mind sharing these responsibilities with a few more. If 
this sounds like nagging – then it is! 
 
 

EVENTS GUIDE 
  
Saturday 18th October: General Meeting: Hinckley, 
Leicestershire, as the guests of Hinckley Civic Society, as 
we go to print. 
 

Saturday 17th January 2009: General Meeting: Louth, 
Lincolnshire, as the guests of Louth Civic Trust. 
 

Saturday 18th April 2009: Eighth AGM: Oakham, Rutland. 
 

 
NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

August 2008                       www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Once again Beeston is very strong on Heritage Open 
Days. Rather modestly they say that they have had several 
years’ experience of organising these events and hope that 
this year’s selection has something to offer for all. There 
then follows a fairly detailed list of thirteen events over the 
four-day period from 11th to 14th September.  
 

Over three years work and Beeston CS have succeeded in 
getting Grove Avenue and Park Road adopted as the 
Cottage Grove Conservation Area. The Society feels 
justifiably proud to have another conservation area in 
Chilwell and see it as a victory for people power. 
 

In another victory for people power, Beeston CS was 
extremely pleased to here that the organic food shop “Out 
of this World” had succeeded against all the odds in 
defeating a planning application that would have meant 
closure. Congratulations to all – not least three local 
councillors who argued the case so eloquently. 
 

Beeston CS continues to express its concerns for the 
future of the green belt to the west of Nottingham and have 
written to the local authority. 
 

The Civic Society went to the Beeston Carnival and took 
an exhibition, which concentrated on various themes 
including Heritage Open Days and Conservation Areas. 
They say it never fails to amaze them how little some 
people seem to know about what is happening locally. It 
appears very few read newspapers, notices or leaflets 
pushed through their doors. 
 
 

Beeston isn’t the first Civic Society to spot the impact it is 
possible to make by having your own exhibition stand and 
taking it to events. A floor-standing tri-fold with nine panels 
per side costs as little as  £300. (Try eBay ) We have seen 
them in use at Melbourne and Leicester. You can dress it 
with laminated photographs, articles and features, cut and 
pasted from your newsletters and, if taking it to an outside 
event, protect it with a gazebo tent. You will also need a 
fold-up table for leaflets and publications. It is worth 
spending a little more on good quality leaflet dispensers 
and do ensure you have a professional looking table cover 
- not someone’s tablecloth. The principal problems are who 
stores it, who transports it around and who staffs it. But do 
have a go. It’s well worth the effort. 
 

 

HAYFIELD CIVIC TRUST 
 

 www.hayfield-civic-trust.org.uk 
 

Hayfield read with dismay in EASTMACS magazine No. 15 
that their Society may no longer be registered with The 
Civic Trust and Society Secretary Judith Lanham writes to 
assure us that they most certainly are.  
 

Judith tells us that Hayfield is a small society. However it 
has a very active programme so has to be very selective 
as to where it directs time and energy. Since 2000 it has 
attracted heritage lottery funding and managed projects to 
a value of over £55,000. It has conserved Booth Sheep 
Wash, won the battle over trees at the entrance to the 
village and planted replacements for the ones cut down; 
excavated Wood Mill Lock & Sluice; refurbished Swallow 
House Well and created The Calico Trail. All of this in 
addition to a programme of activities including running the 
annual art competition, talks and walks, taking part in the 
well dressing festival and The Hayfield Show as well as 
monitoring and commenting on developments in the local 
built and natural environments. 

http://www.hayfield-civic-trust.org.uk/


HINCKLEY CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

July/August  2008 
                    
 www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The reformed Hinckley Civic Society is fast approaching its 
second anniversary and says it seems a pertinent time to 
reflect on progress thus far. The last three months have 
probably been the most rewarding since the Society was 
re-formed in 2006, as there have been major 
breakthroughs on a number of issues, especially in greatly 
enhanced dialogue with Council officers at senior level. 
 

 Notably the Society’s Blue Plaque campaign is now ready 
to be rolled out in 2008-9 thanks to some generous 
financial help made available to the Society by senior 
officials of the Council, who have demonstrated a growing 
interest and hopefully confidence in the Society as an 
organised channel for debate and sometimes challenging 
feedback to plans for the future development of Hinckley. 
 

However, a year ago, their newsletter remarked, “any 
voluntary organisation is dependant on a vibrant 
membership”. Sadly, membership has remained static and 
this is an issue that the Society will have to address when 
considering its future. The Civic Society regularly sees 
letters in the press bemoaning aspects of the town. It 
seems time to challenge these ‘amateur scribblers’ to 
stand up and be counted. Hinckley CS says come and air 
your views to the Society and test them out on an audience 
that is committed in its mission to make Hinckley a vibrant 
21st century community. In addition comes a challenge to 
all existing members of the Society. If each member 
introduced just one new member by the end of 2008, 
membership would double!  
 

Since the last newsletter, considerable progress has been 
made on the Hinckley Literary Project. Key speakers are in 
place and there has been a positive meeting with the Arts 
& Tourism Officer at Hinckley & Bosworth Council. Current 
thinking is that the event will be a major part of the 2009 
Hinckley and Bosworth Arts Week and the provisional date 
for the event is Saturday 10th October 2009. Hinckley CS 
says: “This is a huge opportunity to bring Hinckley & 
Bosworth’s literary heritage to a wider audience. We must 
always remember heritage encompasses a great deal 
more than just the built environment.” 
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN    August 2008 
 

www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

High point of the year was the 2007 Awards presentation 
where the Civic Society’s guest, HM Lord Lieutenant of 
Leicestershire, Jennifer, Lady Gretton, presented awards 
to Naresh Parmar for the restoration of the 1801 City 
Rooms to their former splendour, and Stephen Wells of 
Status Planning & Architecture for the new Eco-Houses in 
Knighton Village.  The 2007 Awards were the most 
successful yet, with eight entries and 50% sponsorship by 
the East Midlands Association of Civic Societies, for which 
the Society is extremely grateful.  
 

Leicester Civic Society has welcomed the City Council 
decision to keep the market in the Market Place. The 
Society believes that Leicester Market needs a few simple 
and relatively easy things that would yield great 
improvements. Moveable stalls and a flexible layout 
dependant on traders needs would be the most obvious 
change for the better. Stalls half occupied and a dreary 
expanse of empty stalls when the market is not in progress 
are the last things that the centre of Leicester needs. The 
market was open-plan for 650 years before fixed stalls and 
canopies were first introduced in 1932. 
 

Another big improvement would be to remove the circuit of 
noisy, dirty roadway - often packed with noisy, dirty and 
smelly rubbish lorries - that encircles the market and cuts it 
off from its surrounding buildings. The Market Place is the 
one area that could be really transformed by open-air bars 
and restaurants but seems forever isolated by this dreadful 
roadway. 
 

There are of course problems - such as what to do about 
the indoor market - but it would be worth while the Council 
seeing how others have done it. The National Association 
of British Market Authorities 2007 Awards went to market 
design improvements in Dewsbury (1st) and Newark (2nd) 
so they wouldn't have too far to go. 
 

Leicester City Council has carried out its threat to 
substantially reduce the size of the Castle Gardens 
Conservation Area, creating a newly defined “Castle 
Conservation Area”. This has been extended southwards 
to include most of the De Montfort University 
redevelopment site whilst removing the conservation area 
status of arguably the most historically important part of the 
ancient town, Talbot Lane, The Roman Baths Site, the 
Saxon Church of St. Nicholas and its ancient churchyard.  
 

The site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, a designation 
that outranks the listing of individual buildings. Although the 
SAM site at the Castle and Castle Gardens is clearly 
shown on the published map, the SAM site that includes 
the Roman Baths and the Saxon Churchyard was omitted. 
The Council may vary CA boundaries as it wishes but 
thankfully has no say over Scheduled Ancient Monuments. 
 

The City Council argues that the protection afforded by 
most of the buildings being listed and most of the site being 
a SAM means that CA status is unnecessary. However the 
site has been inside a conservation area for the last thirty-
nine years and CA status confers a different kind of 
protection whereby the Local Authority is responsible for 
the retention and improvement of the area’s character. This 
has already been damaged by totally inappropriate new 
street lights in Talbot Lane. The Council also said that it 
would protect the unlisted houses in Talbot Lane by 
creating a Direction under Article 4 of the 1990 Town & 
Country Planning Act - but has failed to do so. This now 
leaves most of the west side of Talbot Lane completely 
unprotected from inappropriate development. 
 

Leicester’s Historic Secular Hall is to open on 14th 
September as part of Heritage Open Days and the public 
will be able to visit the Civic Society Exhibition in the Hall. 

http://www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk/


 
 

RETFORD CIVIC SOCIETY is celebrating after winning the BBC Award as part of Nottinghamshire County Council’s “Building 
Better Communities” initiative in June. Building Better Communities is an eight-year programme that aims to invest £40 Million 
in making Nottinghamshire a better place in which to live and work by 2013. Society activists Pauline Hudson, Margaret Beard, 
Roger Jones and Pam Barnsdale together with County and Local Councillors, are shown grouped proudly around the BBC Gold 
Star signifying the award. Well done Retford! 
 

NEWARK CIVIC TRUST MAGAZINE 
 

www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk 
 

Newark Civic Trust proudly launches its website, which it 
says will be used to communicate with members and the 
public, to provide information, news and views. The site is 
built to be quick and easy to use, and complies with current 
accessibility standards and best practice. The website 
boasts a calendar of events, a complete set of Town Trails 
and of course the Newark Civic Trust Magazine. 
 

Following the re-issue of a revised version, proposals for 
the Potterdyke site continue to give cause for concern. The 
bus station has been re-instated and the design is initially a 
pleasant surprise. However there are grave doubts as to 
whether it will be of sufficient size for the town. Neither is it 
possible to consult the developer’s Traffic Management 
Assessment or Design and Access Statement as these 
have yet to be re-issued. Looking at the information 
available from the site plans, it seems that nothing has 
been done to address the serious flaws in traffic 
management arrangements, which the Trust previously 
described as “consistently hostile to pedestrian 
requirements.” (EASTMACS Mag. No. 13)  The Trust says 
it will need to study the remaining revised documents to re-
iterate this with full confidence but the omens are not good. 
It seems that there will be no need to revise the original 
response to these plans bar the welcome withdrawal of the 
bus station move. 
 

 

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

September 2008         
 

www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

As long ago as 1980 Nottingham Civic Society produced 
an extensive report entitled “Street Furniture, Signs and 
Other Clutter in the Centre of Nottingham – An Appraisal 
and Recommendations”, which was presented to the City 
Council, where it was well received in principle, and a 
number of its detailed recommendations put into practice. 
The report set out the principles that ought to be followed 
in providing for the necessary street furniture needed in a 
busy City Centre, whilst at the same time ensuring good 
design, appropriate sites, timely maintenance and 
satisfactory workmanship. 
 

This is a complicated subject and not easy to resolve for 
the best. The Centre of Nottingham is a busy place, is ever 
changing and involves many users with different 
requirements often overlapping, competing and sometimes 
conflicting with each other: pedestrians, motorists, cyclists, 
buses, delivery vehicles – and now trams. Add to this the 
requirements of the disabled, children’s buggies, 
tradesmen’s stalls and booths, advertising boards, the 
emergency services, events and ceremonial processions, 
road works, the mending of buildings and new 
developments, and it becomes clear that very careful 
planning review and monitoring is required. When perusing 
this long list of different uses it is also clear that there 

http://www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk/
http://www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk/


needs to be very careful thought given as to what is done 
where and what goes where, than simply organising the 
different furniture. One of the biggest problems arises from 
the failure to link these factors. Another problem stems 
from the reversal of these thought processes – the decision 
being made to fit the purpose around the accommodation 
of the street furniture instead of the other way about. (E.g.: 
Trees are mostly put where it is convenient to existing 
services, visibility splays etc, instead of where they ought 
to be; similarly with pedestrian crossings) 
 
The City Council has been aware of these factors for a 
long time. Every so often they make an attempt to set 
some sort of policy and reference work, one of the best of 
which was produced in 2004 entitled “Streetscape Design 
Manual – Nottingham City Centre”. Much of it followed the 
same general principles of the Civic Society’s 1980 report 
and also mentioned some long-term problems that need 
sorting.  However an examination of the street scene as it 
is today illustrates that there is much to do. A walk down 
Parliament Street from Maid Marion Way to the Ice 
Stadium with the principles of the 2004 Guide in mind, 
speaks for itself. The Civic Society found 477 separate 
pieces of street furniture.  
 
Other factors also diminish the quality of Nottingham’s 
streets: Mismanaged new development, road mending, 
replacement of utility services, chewing gum, unruly 
motorists and neglected small spaces. 
 
Nottingham Civic Society has been intimately involved in 
the proposals to redevelop the Midland Station through 
membership of the Nottingham Station Joint Committee, an 
extremely useful umbrella organisation bringing together 
concerned heritage and transport bodies. Concerns have 
been raised over car parking (Nottingham City Council has 
already turned down the design for a proposed multi-storey 
car park as not being good enough to welcome visitors to 
the City!) footpath closure, taxi ranks and retail provision, 
but principally the platform canopies. Since first expressing 
a view on the station development, four years ago, the 
Committee has argued that re-glazing of the platform 
canopies would be the single most important step that 
could be taken to lift the gloomy atmosphere which 
pervades the station at platform level. Much has been 
conceded in this respect in the latest plans, but the 
Committee continues to press for the complete re-glazing 
of all the canopies. 
 
There is a separate application to demolish the nearby 
Queens Hotel. Whilst conceding that it is becoming an 
eyesore due to recent neglect, the Committee has 
expressed strong opposition to demolition and replacement 
by a multi-storey, multi-colour building that would 
immediately put the station out of context with its 
surroundings in the Conservation Area. 
 
Talking of which Nottingham, like Leicester, has City 
Centre Conservation Areas under threat and is taking 
action to defend their quality from a number of 
inappropriate developments. 
 

SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST NEWSLETTER 
 

Summer 2008 
 

The largest historic building in Sleaford is the Bass 
Maltings and the Trust has been broadly supportive of its 
re-development. Despite concerns about the provision of 
access, everyone became reconciled to the necessity of a 
new link from Boston Road, with a bridge crossing the 
railway. However it is now apparent that, as a 
consequence of providing the new rail crossing, the 
present level crossing would be closed to all but pedestrian 
traffic. The result would be to divert all traffic via several 
sets of traffic lights through the new road with a disastrous 
effect on traffic in the town. 
 

Sleaford & District CT has published its statement on the 
proposed Boston Road Renewable Energy Plant and says 
that, whilst in principle it is an attractive proposition, given 
the fuel and energy consciousness of the present day, the 
plant would have a major impact on the area for many 
years to come. It is therefore vitally important to ensure 
that benefits outweigh adverse effects on the environment. 
 

WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Wellingborough Civic Society is celebrating the gaining of 
listing for the Victoria School. The Society has been 
campaigning for 18 months to save this distinctive building. 
Community centre, offices and apartments could all be 
considered providing its listed status is respected.  
 
Wellingborough CS claim confidently that this shows it can 
make a difference and the more local people get involved 
the stronger it will become.  
 

THANK YOU PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity Societies 
Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to the East 
Midlands Association of Civic Societies.  
 

Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman East MACS, Representative to Civic Trust 
National Council of Civic Societies & East Midlands Heritage 
Forum and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary Silvester, 
22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Chairman Hinckley Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Ph: 07753-831499. 
chairman@hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph. Home: 
01509-520904. Office: 0115-915-5475. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 

The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of 
Civic Societies or of its officers. 

mailto:libdemernie@aol.com
mailto:hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk

