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CREDIT CRUNCH 
 

The economic situation has bitten the Civic Trust who 
for the time being will only fund regional associations 
on request. In response to this your officers have 
decided that subject to your approval, the full range of 
services that we offer to member societies, including 
regular meetings throughout the East Midlands and 
production of EastMACS Magazine will continue 
uninterrupted. However, although the Association will 
honour grant aid approved but yet to be claimed, the 
current programme of grant aid will have to be 
suspended. This move is deeply regretted but it 
should ensure that our existing capital lasts a further 

three years before we need to ask the Civic Trust for 
any additional funding. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

EVENTS GUIDE 
  

Saturday 18th October: General Meeting: Hinckley, 
Leicestershire. Another successful meeting, followed 
by an excellent, thought-provoking guided walk 
around the town, and ending in a visit to the 
Framework Knitting Museum. Thank you to Hinckley 
Civic Society for a great day out. 
 

Saturday 17th January 2009: General Meeting: Louth, 
Lincolnshire as we go to print. 
 

Saturday 18th April: Eighth AGM: Oakham, Rutland. 

 
 

THE 2009 EMACS AWAYDAY 
 

Saturday 20th JUNE: STAMFORD and BURGHLEY 
 

As the guests of Stamford Civic Society, we give 
you the perfect combination in the heart of our 

region - The great Elizabethan Palace of Burghley 
together with one of the loveliest old towns in 

England.  Full details with EastMACS Mag. No.18. 
But put the date in your diaries now. 

 

 
 

 

THE CIVIC TRUST AND THE EAST MIDLANDS ASSOCIATION OF CIVIC SOCIETIES 
 

Present 
 

PAVING THE WAY 
 

A major event for Civic Societies in the East Midlands 
 

NOTTINGHAM ARENA: SATURDAY 14TH MARCH 2009: 09.30AM – 4.00PM. 
 
 

The Civic Trust 2009 Programme is designed to demonstrate how Civic Societies can widen community involvement 
in the historic built environment by developing projects that will make themselves more relevant and attractive to 

young people and the BME community. It is intended that the day will learn from examples of innovative best practice 
throughout the country and consider the challenges and opportunities faced by us all within the built environment. 

 

So far confirmed for the workshop sessions are English Heritage, The Planning Inspectorate, The Institute of Historic 
Building Conservation, The Architectural Heritage Fund, and The National Youth Agency. 

 

It will be highlighted throughout the workshops that positive working relationships between Civic Societies and their 
local authorities deliver dynamic results for local communities. 

 
 

THIS EVENT IS FREE TO CIVIC SOCIETIES BUT PLACES ARE OF NECESSITY LIMITED. 
 

To book please Call 0151-231-6900, email helpdesk@civictrust.org.uk or visit 
www.civicsocieties.org.uk/members/events-and-training 

 

Agendas and instructions will be issued from 14th February. 
 

mailto:helpdesk@civictrust.org.uk


NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Nov. 2008                www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

With effect from 1st October 2008 planning permission is 
required for the laying of impermeable driveways that allow 
uncontrolled run-off of rainwater from front gardens onto 
roads. If surfaces such as permeable concrete blocks, 
porous asphalt, or gravel are used, then no permission is 
required. The new rules also apply when existing hard 
standing is replaced. A booklet is available from DCLG 
Publications, PO Box 236, Wetherby, West Yorks. LS23 
7NB. Or contactus@communities.gov.uk  (This is a contact 
worth noting for a whole range of free material on planning 
matters – Ed) 
 

Beeston CS have celebrated National Tree Week in 
November by planting trees at fourteen local primary 
schools. Meanwhile Broxtowe BC have announced their 
intention of planting one hundred thousand trees over the 
next five years and the Civic Society is rising to the 
challenge by suggesting lots of sites currently treeless. 
 

The local authority has been somewhat tardy in issuing 
leaflets to residents of the newly declared Cottage Grove 
Conservation Area, explaining what this means for them. If 
you are lucky enough to be having a conservation area 
declared make sure that your local authority, as the 
organisation responsible, is properly prepared. 
 

Having trouble with a proposed new TESCO Supermarket? 
(See Hinckley and Leicester) Beeston CS has discovered 
that TESCO have a ‘Community Line’. The number to ring 
is 08451 203 001. Alternatively bombard them on 
community.line@tesco.net 
 
The Civic Society report yet another huge success for 
Heritage Open Days in Beeston. In this respect Beeston 
continues as a shining example to us all. 
 

BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 

Oct. & Dec. 2008                 www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Bourne Heritage Centre was the focal point for a veteran 
car day held in August. Many extra visitors came to 
Baldock’s Mill buying books and cards, and making 
generous donations towards the upkeep of the Centre. 
 

Bourne Civic Society continues to be heavily involved in 
the town’s East Midlands in Bloom entry. Despite the wet 
summer Bourne had another successful year, yet again 
gaining a silver gilt award. 
 

GREASLEY & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY  
 

www.gdcs.org.uk 
 

On 12th November the Nottingham Evening Post reported 
the triumph of campaigners in gaining listed status for part 
of the historic Kimberley Brewery. Both Kimberley 
Historical Society and Greasley Civic Society were actively 
involved in this success. The current owners of the 
Brewery were suitably upset but developers must learn to 
work with heritage bodies – not against them. 
 

HINCKLEY CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Oct. 2008  www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Since the last newsletter two new factors that may have 
considerable effect on the future of Hinckley Town Centre 
have come to light. One is very obvious in the impending 
arrival of TESCO as a major retailer in the town through its 
acquisition of the Somerfield site adjacent to the Railway 
Station. The second factor ‘emerged’ following the 
Society’s AGM when Councillor Dr James Moore spoke 
about various aspects of plans for the future of Hinckley. 
Among the widely known plans, he mentioned a hitherto 
unknown project relating to the possible redevelopment of 
the north side of St Mary’s car park taking in the area 
where the Rectory and the Masonic Hall is situated.  
 

One significant change from just eleven months ago is the 
immediate economic outlook. The financial turmoil of 
recent weeks may well have a lasting legacy on the 
appearance of our high streets, as long established names 
find themselves forced into reviewing their futures. The 
proposed merger of HBOS and Lloyds TSB is an obvious 
one that may affect Hinckley. In addition to banks, travel 
agents and estate agents, two of the staple outlets of the 
typical High Street of recent years, are both under pressure 
and Hinckley has lost one travel agent in recent weeks on 
Station Road, where there is now a noticeable array of ‘to 
let’ signs. Among the remaining travel agents in the town, 
four are equally split in the ownership of the two biggest 
travel groups, and there may well be further ‘consolidation’ 
to come here. This is clearly not just a ‘Hinckley’ problem; 
many other towns are likely to see similar changes.  
 

The red telephone box was once a most familiar site on our 
streets throughout the UK. Apparently, at the peak of their 
usage, there were around 70,000 of the K6 variety first 
introduced in 1935-6. Thanks to the era of the mobile 
phone they are now an endangered species and the 
Society has been approached about ‘adopting’ a couple of 
those that remain in the Hinckley area. 
 

The order for the three Blue Plaques the Society has 
identified has now been placed with Leander Architectural 
in Derbyshire, a manufacturer used by several Civic 
Societies including Birmingham to whom Hinckley CS is 
grateful for the initial contact. Plans are now being 
formulated for ‘official’ unveilings of the three new plaques 
and it is expected that two of the three events will have 
descendants of the commemorated person in attendance. 
 

And finally this from the Conservation Section of the 
English Heritage Site “Street Facts” examining signs and 
regulation in town centres, in a Conservation context. “The 
only way to control parking is to use yellow lines and 
signs”. FALSE: Some parking restriction signs are no 
longer legally required. And some towns have already 
adopted the simple principle, already widely used in 
mainland Europe, of identifying where you can park, rather 
than where you cannot. Yellow lines are unnecessary 
where parking would clearly cause an obstruction. Where 
used, they need be no wider than 50 millimetres.  
 

Now there’s food for thought! 
 

http://www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk/
mailto:contactus@communities.gov.uk
mailto:community.line@tesco.net
http://www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk/


LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 

Dec. 2008               www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Leicester Civic Society regret to report that they and the 
other objectors have lost a three-day court battle to prevent 
stopping-up of the footpath over the historic Bowstring 
Bridge at Braunstone Gate Leicester. However one really 
remarkable thing to come out of this is how well the 
opposition worked as a team. The Society was joined by 
the Victorian Society, Leicestershire Industrial History 
Society, Leicestershire Footpaths Association, the 
Ramblers Association, Facebook Campaign, Cyclemagic, 
and regulars and staff at the Pump & Tap Pub. Civic 
Society Chairman Stuart Bailey said, “Are we defeated? 
We most certainly are not! As long as the bridge and the 
pub stand, opposition to their loss is alive and well. The 
heritage bodies will not be standing idly by while the City 
Council and others connive at their destruction”. 
 

“Leicester Citizen” has been featuring a list of historic 
buildings and monuments at risk in the City. This grew in 
an ad hoc manner  - the Society’s Conservation Team 
adding buildings as they thought of them - and until now 
lacked order and focus. This now comes from the best 
possible but hitherto least likely of sources - Leicester City 
Council. The Council have appointed a Heritage 
Regeneration Officer, who has already been at work 
producing a draft “Buildings at Risk Strategy” for the 
Historic Built Environment of the City. This not only seeks 
to measure the extent of this risk but also for a first time 
from this direction, contains positive proposals to deal with 
the problem. The Society is committed to work with the City 
Council and next summer may well be out on the streets 
conducting surveys.  
 

Leicester CS has successfully lead opposition to a scheme 
to turn historic Applegate, first pedestrianised over twenty 
years ago, into a rat-run for buses serving the proposed 
new St. Nicholas Place Bus Hub. The proposals have now 
been quietly dropped in favour of a far more sensible idea 
proposed by the Society. 
 

Good news at last for the historic built environment of 
Leicester, as Leicester City Council in a bold move to 
champion the wishes of the people, are to buy the former 
Central Post Office Building in Bishop Street. The building 
is to be used as a Customer Service Centre for the Council 
and will replace the badly situated customer services at the 
New Walk Centre. There is a rumour that they might even 
be selling stamps in opposition to the current hopelessly 
inadequate facilities in the basement of W H Smith. Hurrah! 
 

Leicester Civic Society is delighted to have been able to 
contribute towards a new blue plaque celebrating Ernest 
Gimson on the house where he lived, now part of the 
Belmont Hotel on New Walk. The plaque was erected by 
The Victorian Society to honour the Leicester architect and 
interior designer, a leading light in the Arts & Crafts 
Movement at the end of the 19th Century. 
 

And finally - as if Beeston and Hinckley having TESCO 
problems were not enough - Leicester appears to have a 
new TESCO going up in a conservation area without the 
benefit of planning permission! 

MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Oct. 2008                       www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Over recent decades we have become accustomed to the 
expansion of civil aviation, evidenced by an increase in 
flights at East Midlands Airport. This growth has depended 
on a supply of cheap oil. Now that oil is no longer cheap, 
we hear reports of airlines in difficulties, reduced services 
and some airlines in bankruptcy. At EMA night freight 
operators are suffering from reducing demand and high 
fuel costs. They have been consolidating routes and 
switching to road haulage where possible. From April to 
June this year, the number of night freight planes reduced 
compared with last year: There are still some 44 freight 
aircraft movements each working night but this is less than 
the previous year. Up to August 2008, passenger numbers 
at EMA increased each month compared with 2007, and 
the number of passenger flights also increased. But a 
significant operator at EMA has recently ceased 
operations, and many major UK airports have seen 
passenger numbers fall. So perhaps the inexorable 
increase in flights at EMA may falter this winter. 
 

Despite this fall off in freight flights, EMA has a planning 
application with North West Leicestershire DC to extend 
the runway by an additional 190 metres. The extension 
would enable very heavy freight aircraft to take off with 
extra fuel, giving longer range (e.g. West Coast USA) and 
could attract new operators of long haul freight services. 
Melbourne CS and other local groups have met with 
NWLDC planning officers to urge that the extension should 
not be approved without legally enforceable controls to 
progressively reduce night time aircraft noise. 
 

Last year’s campaign to safeguard the future of the 
Scheduled Ancient Monument of Swarkestone Causeway 
continues to bear fruit. The County Council has carried out 
more repairs and maintenance to the structure to a high 
standard, but two issues raised in 2007 are outstanding. 
One was the condition of the two short sections of 
dilapidated concrete post and tubular steel fencing at the 
northern end. Melbourne CS asked for these to be 
replaced with stonework to match the rest of the causeway, 
but nothing has yet happened. The other was much more 
important and there has been real progress. The Society 
drew attention to the urgent need to divert the definitive 
footpath between Swarkestone and Stanton-by-Bridge off 
the Causeway proper. Their booklet ‘Walks Around 
Melbourne’ had to advise walkers that the only way back 
from Swarkestone to Stanton was to follow the official route 
along the causeway for 300 metres before reaching the 
footpath sign and gate. That, the Society suggested, was 
potentially dangerous. The County Council agreed and has 
recently decided to meet the cost of diversion. The 
footpaths officer for South Derbyshire DC called a meeting 
of local interested parties on August 19th and he has 
agreed to co-ordinate the statutory formal diversion 
procedure. The Society initiated this move, and was 
pleased to get the support of the Ramblers Association and 
the Derbyshire Footpaths Preservation Society at the 
meeting. If there are no objectors the route will be diverted 
as soon as possible. 
 

http://www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk/


SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST  
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 
 

Winter 2008 
 

Chairman Eddie Double writes: “So the matter is resolved: 
The District Council has approved the proposal of Eco2, 
and we shall be getting the highly controversial, straw-
burning power plant in Kirkby Laythorpe, on the edge of the 
town, I’m certain that Sleaford Chamber of Commerce will 
be delighted but many people will not. Some are truly 
angry at the expected environmental effects, making rather 
wild assertions, some of which may well have their basis in 
truth, although I daren’t specify them for fear of the libel 
laws. Some are surprised at the size of the Council 
majority in favour, but one group of people who will not be 
concerned are those councillors who live far from Sleaford 
and voted in favour of the proposal. They won’t have to 
worry about their own constituents being required to make 
a sacrificial contribution to the so-called green revolution.” 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2008 
 

Chairman Robert West says: “ It is time to debate our 
town’s future. Have we lost our vision?  At the end of a 
gloomy summer and in the middle of a financial crisis, it 
sometimes seems so. The Castle Field, the only central 
open space with parkland potential? Poorly maintained, 
and not exactly somewhere to make us feel proud. The 
new community hospital will be opening shortly. But what is 
to happen to the Johnson, an historic building in the 
conservation area? There’s been no public discussion yet. 
And the new hospital was to bring improvements to the 
Woolram Wygate/Pinchbeck Road junction. Has it been 
forgotten?” 
 

“Spalding has no town council, nor even a community 
champion. It no longer has a town centre manager. So one 
of the more encouraging developments is the Spalding 
Town Centre Partnership’s promotion of a Business 
Improvement District, which would generate additional 
funds to enhance and promote the town centre. Other 
towns - Diss and Ludlow for example - have become “Slow 
Towns”. The “Slow Town” is a way of thinking. The quality 
of life is seen as important for the people who work in it or 
visit it. It is about protecting the environment, about 
promoting local goods and produce, and about avoiding 
the ‘sameness’ that afflicts so many of our towns.” 
 

“In Spalding what happens about the Red Lion Street 
development will be crucial. If handled with flair and 
imagination, it could be the spark to re-ignite the town 
centre into life and commercial vitality. One of the major 
objections to the proposed ‘sports village’ is that it would 
uproot the swimming pool to the outskirts, shutting down 
yet another central community facility and draining the 
town centre further of its life blood – people. It is indeed 
time for a big public debate about our town.” 
 

In May 2008 the Society brought together members of the 
public who had shown concern in about the intention to sell 
off the Castle Field to finance new out-of-town sports 

facilities. Thus was born the “Keep the Castle Campaign”. 
Its aims are:  
 

“To preserve and enhance the present area of the Castle 
Field, as public open green space, for sports use and 
informal leisure; and to keep refurbished or new facilities 
on the existing site or in the immediate vicinity.” 
 

The campaign is independent of the Society. Its steering 
group includes sports club representatives and the general 
public, as well as members of the Society. So far the 
campaign has organised a leaflet drop and a petition. Both 
have successfully tapped into widespread public opposition 
- the leaflets producing a steady flow of support and 
donations, and people queuing to sign the petition. It has 
also set about digging out information and making it 
known. It is astonishing that, until the campaign revealed 
them, the public had never been told what facilities were 
being envisaged for the new out-of-town complex. 
 

WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Christmas 2008 
 

Members recently attended a ‘town centre workshop’. 
Ideas put forward included extending the conservation area 
to take in Silver Street, High Street and Broad Green, the 
lack of public toilets in the town after 6.00pm, looking at 
how to improve the frontages of shops, improving the 
lighting in parts of the town, encouraging a better class of 
shop into the town, (Instead of more ‘takeaways’ and the 
litter they generate) and improving the blank wall of the 
Swansgate – wall creepers were suggested. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity Societies 
Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to the East 
Midlands Association of Civic Societies.  
 
 

Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 
 

Vice-Chairman East MACS, Member of the Civic Trust National 
Council of Civic Societies & Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Chairman Hinckley Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Ph: 07753-831499. 
chairman@hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph. Home: 
01509-520904. Office: 0115-915-5475. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 
 

The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of 
Civic Societies or of its officers. 

mailto:libdemernie@aol.com
mailto:hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk

