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ASSOCIATION EVENTS 
 

Saturday. 17th January 2009: General Meeting at Louth, 
Lincolnshire. A welcome return after at least 19 years (We 
were MASA then) to this extremely attractive Lincolnshire 
town as the guests of Louth Civic Trust. We had a good 
meeting, followed by a fascinating tour of the local 
museum, lunch in a gorgeous old pub and then a potted 
walk before rushing to get home as soon as possible after 
nightfall. Thank you to Louth CT for looking after us so 
well. January meetings in remote corners of the region can 
be problematic - but we have had some good ones. 
 

 

Saturday. 14th March: PAVING THE WAY: Nottingham.  
Thirty-five delegates came from civic societies 
throughout the region for this Civic Trust training day, 
from which we all picked-up some bright ideas to take 
home to our own societies. Many thanks go to Ian 
Harvey and his hardworking team at the Civic Trust for 
organising the day, and to Nottingham CS for hosting 
this highly successful event. 
 

Your officers were impressed by the size of the turnout 
in Nottingham and how this contrasted with the often 
meagre attendance at our quarterly meetings. As a 
result we are looking at ways to invigorate these by 
proposing a more evenly paced format of not more 
than two parts to each meeting - before and after a 
perhaps slightly shorter lunch – perhaps held on site. 
Therefore our ‘AGM Day’ might consist of the AGM 
before lunch and General Meeting after, and the July, 
October and January meetings of a General Meeting 
before (or even after) lunch and guided walk, guest 
speaker OR training session after (or even before) 
lunch. The above would be organised and advertised 
six months in advance where possible. This of course - 
as always - is subject to your approval at our Annual 
General Meeting. What do you think? We want to hear 
your opinion on ways to improve our meetings. 
 

 

Saturday. 18th April: 8th AGM followed by General Meeting 
at Rutland County Museum, Oakham as we go to print. 
Another return to a favourite venue. The large and airy 
museum with its fascinating collections is itself well worth a 
tour after our formal business is over. 

 

SATURDAY 20th JUNE 2009 
 

TTHHEE  SSTTAAMMFFOORRDD  AAWWAAYYDDAAYY  
 

10.30AM from Stamford Town Hall, including a 
guided walk by Stamford Civic Society of this 

 beautiful and unspoilt old town. 
 

After lunch we will drive to the  
Great Elizabethan Palace at  

 

BBUURRGGHHLLEEYY    
 

Please note this is self-drive, pay-as-you-go tour. 
Stamford CS is kindly providing the guided walk for 
free but the tour does not include transport, lunch or 
admission to Burghley. This latter will be at the group 

rate but only if we all arrive as a group. 
 

 

Saturday. 18th July: General Meeting at Beeston, 
Nottinghamshire, as the guests of Beeston & District Civic 
Society. Includes historic buildings visits after lunch. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

February 2009 
 

The Civic Society reports a “major achievement” with the 
adoption by South Holland District Council of three of its 
proposals to extend the Spalding Conservation Area. 
 

In just ten days 2,417 Spalding people signed the “Keep 
the Castle” campaign petition, which was formally 
presented to the Council in November.  Council leaders 
said it was “impressive” and they “would obviously take it 
into consideration”. However in a report presented to the 
Council in December the petition was dismissed as the 
voice of a “vocal minority”. The report recommended only 
postponement of the project to sell off the Castle Field for a 
housing development. Opposition groups proposed 
abandonment and the matter instantly become a party 
political one. What this means is that virtually all Spalding 
Ward members voted against the clearly expressed wishes 
of the people they are supposed to represent. Spalding CS 
says it is deeply depressed by these shenanigans and that 
there must be a better way forward. 
 

Chairman Robert West is still pursuing the vexed question 
of Spalding’s future identity. What can be done to develop 
a new vision for Spalding? The recent Masterplan will need 
to be reviewed in only a few years. The town at last has a 
coherently defined Conservation Area and development of 
the Business Improvement District is being actively 
pursued. Has the time therefore arrived for Spalding to be 
‘parished’ and thereby gain its own Town Council? 



SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST QUARTERLY 
NEWSLETTER 
 

Spring 2009. 
 

Now that the application to develop a straw burning power 
plant in Kirkby Laythorpe has been settled, proposed 
developments in the southern end of the town are firmly at the 
top of the agenda; the Maltings, Tesco, the railway crossing, 
the bridge and the proposed new access road. Now the rather 
tatty area between the railway and the Handley Monument, 
including Station Road and Nag’s Head Passage, has been 
brought into focus with the appointment of consultants to 
make a detailed study of the area and bring forward 
suggestions for consideration. 
 

One particular concern that has not yet received much of an 
airing is the effect of all these proposed developments on the 
shape of the town as a whole. One likely outcome is that the 
centre of gravity of the town would move southwards from its 
traditional centre around the Church and Market Place with a 
consequent loss of activity in that area. It is encouraging to 
observe that the consultants have already spotted this as a 
possible effect and point to the careful and thoughtful 
development of the current Tesco site off Northgate as a 
means of balancing that possible shift of focus and thereby 
preserving the traditional shape of the town. 
 

The Civic Society is now hard at work on establishing a 
website, as a volunteer has come forward. Hurrah! 
 

RETFORD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS                                  2009 
 

Retford’s achievements during 2008 have been remarkable - 
restoration of the War Memorial, museum refurbishment, 
restoration of the Town Hall gates and listed lampposts and 
restoration of the street furniture and fittings in Carolgate. 
There has been the opening of the new bus station and it is 
really good to see it being so well used and cared for. 
 

In a really splendid article entitled “Building on our Heritage” 
proposals are illustrated for the Market Square that are of 
great credit to Retford and worthy of any historic town in 
Europe. Members who have visited Retford will recall that the 
town centre has ‘overlapping’ open spaces of unusual interest 
stretching from the Market Square to the Church. The 
illustrations with this article are a fine example to anywhere 
seeking to improve public open spaces. 
 

The Civic Society are also actively involved in a partnership 
project to develop the gardens behind Goodwin Hall and in 
Kings Park and Dyer’s Court. And they are planning a number 
of smaller projects in Grove Street.  
 

A sub-committee of the Society has been busily working with 
Retford Photographic Society to produce high quality montage 
displays illustrating Retford’s heritage. They will be displayed 
in the waiting room at Retford Station. 
 

On 13th September 2008 a chance to enjoy looking around 
Retford’s landmark buildings was taken up by hundreds of 
visitors as Retford Civic Society organised its first Heritage 
Open Day. This was a great success and brought many 
organisations in the town together. A 1947 “Heritage Bus” 
provided tours around the town. Excellent feedback from all 
concerned has persuaded them to build on this success for 
2009 HOD’s that will be held on 12th September this year. 

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

January 2009               www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

It is good to see that Nottingham is acquiring a City Centre 
Urban Design Guide. The results of a study by consultants 
Urbed, in which the civic Society was involved, have now 
appeared in a draft that is itself the subject of consultation. 
The verdict so far is that this is a generally helpful document 
that recognises the distinctive character of the City and that 
suggests enhancing and regenerating areas of the City 
Centre that may be getting rather weary or that could achieve 
a more ambitious potential. 
 

Having welcomed the design guide the Civic Society is 
however appalled that one of its specific statements looks like 
being ignored by the planning process. Plans to replace the 
old Odeon on Angel Row next to the historic Bromley House 
Library and Garden with high-rise offices have just been 
approved by English Heritage and look like being approved 
for planning permission. This despite the fact that the Urban 
Design Guide says that no more tall buildings should be 
erected on Maid Marion Way. 
 

NEWARK CIVIC TRUST MAGAZINE 
 

www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk 
 

It is exciting to herald the imminent launch of the newly 
renovated Northgate Brewery building, which having already 
shed its scaffolding is sporting a new glass roof. It is a 
testament to the skilful and enthusiastic attention to detail of 
both management and workforce. Although some will be 
saddened by the demise of Warwick & Richardson’s Brewery, 
the restored appearance of the building is a joy to behold and 
will be for many years to come. 
 

In Newark Library in January, Chairman George Wilkinson 
presented a Newark Civic Trust Award to Mr and Mrs. Angus 
Keiller. Mr and Mrs. Keiller have lived in and operated their 
recruitment consultancy for thirteen years, in Church House, 
the fine, listed Georgian House in Church Walk South, 
overlooking the War Memorial. The house has lacked its 
decorative railings since they were removed in 1941, and they 
have been planning to restore the railings – and the 
stonework that had badly deteriorated. They have now used 
Tim Mackereth of Anwick Forge near Sleaford, not just to 
reinstate the railings but to restore them to as close to the 
original ironwork as possible. He comes recommended! 
 

Newark is firmly in the frame to receive a hefty allocation of 
the Government’s three million new homes by 2026, and 
Newark Civic Trust, as a body, is determined to do its part in 
preventing future development spoiling what is held so highly 
and in obtaining the best outcome for the benefit of current 
and future generations of the people of Newark. 
 

The long awaited Revised Transport Assessment for the 
Potterdyke Scheme finally appeared and Newark CT was duly 
disappointed. The Trust has expressed serious concern that 
the design of roadways and pedestrian access is extremely 
unsympathetic - indeed hostile - to pedestrians. Pedestrians 
were supposed to be able to move freely and easily between 
the development and the town centre, so as to generate the 
economic benefits that are said to justify the entire scheme. 
However the over-riding aim has been to maintain the speed 

http://www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk/


of vehicles, with pedestrians having to make the best of wide 
crossings located at inconvenient points. 
 

To confirm that neither ‘expert’ officers nor elected 
representatives seem to live in the world occupied by the rest 
of us, at a meeting of Newark & Sherwood DC on 11 
November, Nottinghamshire Highways said that increased 
traffic congestion was the sign of a “Successful and 
Prosperous Town”. And despite the Chairman saying that “An 
application such as this is far beyond the comprehension of 
the Planning Committee”, his committee then went on to 
approve the Potterdyke Plans. Newark Civic Trust say that the 
new development was always going to provide a challenge to 
established town centre shops, but it was promised that good 
links between the two areas would result in benefits for them 
both. These links will not now be provided. 
 

MELTON MOWBRAY & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
 

December 2008 
 

Melton Mowbray CS has worries about No.7 King Street. The 
building looks neglected, and they have consulted the Council 
about the surroundings. It should also be possible to dress the 
windows attractively. Council staff have been moved out so 
that essential maintenance can be carried out but the future is 
uncertain. Its use as Tourist Centre & Art Gallery would be 
best for the building and for the town. 
 

An extraordinary monument in the Churchyard of St James’ at 
Burton Lazars was constructed at the end of the eighteenth 
century on the instructions of William Squire a local weaver. It 
is over seventeen feet in height, and ornately carved. It is 
Grade 2-star listed and on the EH Heritage at Risk Register. 
The Civic Society is attempting to find sources of funding to 
have the memorial repaired, and is requesting quotes for the 
work from suitably qualified stonemasons. It is well worth 
having a look at the monument if you are visiting Burton 
Lazars village. It is on the A606 south of Melton Mowbray. 
 

Melton Mowbray has very few commemorative plaques apart 
from the ones on the Corn Cross, one in Leicester Street, one 
on the “Anne of Cleaves”, and one by Morrison’s supermarket 
showing the approximate position of the Sage Cross. Melton 
CS is proposing a scheme to add one a year depending on 
funding. The Heritage Group is compiling a short list of people 
that have been associated with particular buildings.  
 

After a very long and determined campaign the full set of town 
trail boards is now in place. These boards were researched 
and designed by Mike and Jenny Allsop with the intention that 
a leaflet would be written to accompany visitors around the 
trail. The Heritage Group has spent several months working 
up a walk around the town taking in each of the trail boards. 
The leaflet is ready and the Society is now looking for funding 
for the printing. 
 

The Society says there is much proposed development in the 
town, a great deal of it without any merit. Blocks of 
apartments have been going up at a “terrific rate”, and more 
and more houses are being crammed into tiny spaces.  
 

The trend to place houses in the gardens of present houses 
(Garden Grabbing) is not merely a concern in Melton, but is a 
national problem. The Civic Society continues to put its case 
to the LPA as clearly and strongly as possible. 

MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTERS 
 

January & April 2009    
 

 www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Melbourne Civic Society had a fantastic turn out for their 
regular Autumn Litter Pick on November 22nd.  With so many 
volunteers they covered a great deal of Melbourne and Kings 
Newton. At least twenty bags of rubbish were collected so a 
really worthwhile job was done.  
 

For some time the Civic Society has been concerned about 
the state of the footpath between Melbourne and Castle 
Donington (Path L87) which winds around the back of the 
Sunday Market. The Society would like to investigate the state 
of this path and a walk will be arranged in the spring of 2009 
when the weather improves.  
 

North West Leicestershire District Council has requested that 
East Midlands Airport should be ‘designated’ i.e. The 
Secretary of State for Transport should impose a legal limit on 
the number of night flights, which would then be monitored by 
the Department for Transport. The DFT in turn asked for the 
views of the Independent Consultative Committee on this 
request. Currently at EMA there are about 20,000 night fights 
every year. The Government White Paper (the Future of 
Aviation, 2003) projected up to 40,000 night flights p.a.  
  
Despite last year's restoration work on Swarkestone 
Causeway SAM recent damage remains to be repaired. 
However progress had been made on diverting the footpath 
from the causeway and a new route and stile are imminent.  
 

Melbourne CS has made its awards for 2009 to the Stables, 
Robinson’s Hill, where the judges were very impressed with 
this conversion of barn and stables to a dwelling, and to the 
railings at Warwick House, Derby Rd for their excellent quality 
and design. 
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 

April 2009     www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The Bath Lane towers may never be built. It shouldn’t have 
taken an economic recession - but it has. Planning permission 
for the two very tall things (July 2006) expires in July 2009 
and for the 39-storey skyscraper (December 2006) in 
December 2009. The stable door was deliberately closed after 
the horse had bolted with the City Council Tall Buildings SPD 
being adopted into the Local Plan in May 2007. The Bath 
Lane proposals run counter to this on almost every point and 
should therefore not have their planning permissions 
renewed. Any attempt to do so will be strenuously opposed by 
the Civic Society that has all the while campaigned against 
these monstrous buildings. All that Leicester is getting of this 
is some nasty planning blight; this time along the historic 
riverside and affecting listed buildings such as Friar’s Mill. 
 

In 1928 Wyggeston Girls School commissioned the architects 
Symington and Prince to design a new school building on a 
large block of land they owned. They could have fitted the 
school into half this space and sold the remaining land but 
they chose to make a great landscape statement by erecting 
their new building in the very centre of the site. Regent 
College, the current occupier, has now chosen to wreck this 
splendid concept by proposing a huge two-storey, extension 

http://www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk/


to occupy the whole of the land between the school building 
and Lancaster Road. Objections from Leicester Civic Society 
and local residents forced the application to go before the 
Planning Committee but once there it was granted planning 
permission. There is no evidence whatsoever that Leicester 
City Council Development Control considered the important 
urban design issues crucial to the hillside from Victoria Park to 
De Montfort Street, and the park-like landscape of this whole 
area is now seriously compromised. 
 

Leicester CS is celebrating its 2008 Awards, which went to 
the new David Wilson Library at Leicester University and the 
splendid restoration of the 1923 Pfister & Vogel Warehouse 
on Rutland Street. Chairman Stuart Bailey said, “In the 
present circumstances, where most new developments are 
depressing rubbish, inflicted on the people of Leicester by the 
actions of greedy developers, and the ill-considered decisions 
of Councillors, and with a development control process that 
clearly fails to control development; it was a delight to visit 
projects where the owners have lavished such a degree of 
consideration on the historic built environment of our City”. 
 

HOLBEACH & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

February 2009 
 

The principal objectives of Holbeach & District Civic Society 
are to inform - and to stop the town being blighted. But 
protecting Holbeach and District for future generations is not 
as easy as it sounds and a tragedy, such as the loss of 
Woolworth’s this Christmas, will affect the town’s future.  
 

The Civic Society donated a replacement tree for the 200-
year-old fernleaf beech tree in All Saint’s Church Yard that 
blew down in the hurricane in 2000. This tree was vandalised 
in 2003, despite the Society providing a substantial guard. It 
took a while for the tree to recover and it appeared to be 
growing well until this spring when it was noticed that the 
leaves were not opening. Chairman Roger Taylor managed to 
find a second replacement tree and it is hoped that this time it 
will be able to grow to maturity. 
 

Holbeach CS supports the town through the Parish Plan and 
Business Forum. A lot of hard work is taking place behind the 
scenes and they expect to see marked improvements to the 
state of many buildings as plans are being drawn up to use 
the grants offered by English Heritage. 
 

BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 

February & April 2009              www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Work costing £9,000 has recently been completed on the 
Ostler Fountain in Bourne Cemetery. The project included 
cleaning, pointing, repairs and conservation, though there 
were concerns over planning permission for the new railings. 
 

Rex Needle’s new book “Tales of Bourne from Past Times” is 
due to be published by Bourne Civic Society. This is a major 
publication by the Society and will include a large selection of 
new material. The book retails at £20 and all profits will go to 
Bourne Civic Society funds.  
 

An exhibition at Baldock’s Mill to mark the 50th anniversary of 
the last scheduled passenger train at Bourne Station has 
been a great success and is now to become permanent. The 
exhibition attracted over 200 visitors in its first week. 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

February 2008  www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Have you ever wondered whether the colourful marks sprayed 
on road surfaces ever result in potholes being actually filled 
and repaired? Members of Beeston Civic Society tempted to 
be cynical were amazed recently when a gang of men painted 
complicated marks in six different colours on the road and 
pavement near Beeston Police Station. Wait and see! 
However the technology is improving. If you ring Broxtowe 
Council to warn them of a pothole needing attention, the 
details are now logged on a computer that alerts highway 
inspectors, and is not cleared until they have posted a report 
to their manager. 
 

Broxtowe BC is undertaking a statutory review of its 
conservation areas. Attenborough was the first, with a written 
appraisal by the County Conservation Team. This was 
followed by a poorly attended public consultation meeting. 
Beeston CS is involved presently in the draft appraisal of the 
Chilwell Conservation Area, and eventually the two Beeston 
Areas will be covered. 
 

The planning application for the Attenborough stretch of the 
“Trent Left Bank Flood Alleviation Scheme”, due to be 
discussed in planning committee on 11th February has been 
further postponed to 11th March by a legal challenge. The 
Civic Society awaits the outcome with interest. Many 
Attenborough residents are eager to have effective flood 
defences in place and insurance companies satisfied. 
 

The Tesco application is yet again in limbo - this time 
supposedly because of traffic concerns. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity Societies 
Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to the East 
Midlands Association of Civic Societies.  
 

Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman East MACS, Member of the Civic Trust National 
Council of Civic Societies & Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Chairman Hinckley Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Ph: 07753-831499. 
chairman@hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph. Home: 
01509-520904. chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 

The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of 
Civic Societies or of its officers. 
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