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I am writing with some exciting news, a thank you and 
an appeal for your support.  The day the Civic Trust 
went into administration was a sad one for us all but it 
is now abundantly clear that support for a vibrant civic 
society movement is greater than ever before.  
 

 We have been overwhelmed by the good will that has 
poured in since news about the Civic Trust first broke.  
Hundreds of societies have been in touch seeking 
information and asking for something good to come 
from it all.  Your good wishes and practical ideas have 
been heart warming and I thank you all.  There have 
been offers of help from all quarters and we have 
found new friends in local government, professional 
bodies and other community and charity 
organisations.  Everyone is united around the need for 
a strong champion for civic societies and a network of 
support that makes their collective voice stronger still. 
  

We can make this happen.  By combining the generous 
financial and practical support of organisations 
coming to our aid with your own practical help and 
donations, we can build a new movement to support 
and champion community action for local places.  
 

The National Trust is providing the resources needed 
for someone experienced to lead the initiative for a 
year.  CPRE and the RIBA are supporting us "in kind" 
and providing office space.  The North of England 
Civic Trust is expected to provide a temporary 
"charitable home" for our staff and money.  English 
Heritage has stepped in to ensure Heritage Open Days 
are secure for 2009.  Blackpool Council is supporting a 
convention for the movement on 15th and 16th 
October to be hosted by Blackpool Civic Trust. We 
have also had other offers of support. 
 

I am delighted to say that Tony Burton is available to 
take on the leadership role.  Tony has over 20 years of 
experience in the field.  He is the National Trust's 
Director of Strategy and External Affairs and spent 13 
years with CPRE, leaving as Deputy Director in 2001.  
Tony was also a founder trustee of Heritage Link and 
chaired its environmental equivalent Wildlife and 
Countryside Link.  National and local campaigning and 
community action are in his lifeblood.  We are also 
extremely fortunate that Ian Harvey, whom many of 

you know from the Civic Trust, is keen to be involved.  
He is already providing invaluable support and we 
hope he can play a key role in the future.  
 

We know we can only be successful if the future is 
rooted in what makes a civic society successful.  You 
know this better than anyone and we want to explore 
the options with you.  Any future arrangement needs to 
meet your needs and be your champion.  We 
announced the new initiative on 1st June and now call 
on all of you to contribute your ideas and thinking over 
the next few months to help decide what is affordable 
to you.  In the meantime, keep an eye on our website at  
 

www.civicsocietyinitiative.org.uk 
 

And now for the money!  This is where we have an 
urgent need.  The next few weeks and months are 
critical.  If we are to hit the ground running then we 
need the funds to make things work.  There are 
generous offers from the National Trust and others but 
on their own these are not enough.   We can only be 
successful with the financial support of all Civic 
Societies. So this is the moment when I would ask you 
all to make a donation.  Discussions over membership 
or affiliation fees are for another day.  I am asking you 
now - today - to make a donation to secure a stronger, 
more effective movement for us all.  
 

Between £50 and £100 from each society will see this 
vision happen. Where you can donate more I hope you 
can do so. We need to raise £50,000 in the next few 
weeks to give us all a fighting chance of putting the 
civic society movement where it belongs - at the heart 
of community action for the places where we all live. 
 

Thank You 
 

Griff Rhys Jones 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ASSOCIATION EVENTS 
 

Saturday. 18th April: 8th AGM followed by General Meeting 
at Rutland County Museum, Oakham. Needless to say the 
business sessions and lunch were dominated by the crisis 
of the Civic Trust going into administration.  
 

Don’t forget that future structure of our meetings is still on 
the agenda. Your officers were impressed by the size of 
the turnout for ‘Paving the Way’ in Nottingham and how 
this contrasted with the often meagre attendance at our 
meetings. We are looking at ways to invigorate these by a 
more evenly paced format of not more than two parts to 
each meeting - before and after a perhaps slightly shorter 
lunch – perhaps held on site. Therefore our AGM’ might 
consist of the AGM before lunch and General Meeting 
after, and the July, October and January meetings of a 
General Meeting before (or after) lunch and guided walk, 
guest speaker OR training session after (or before) lunch; 
this to be organised and advertised six months in advance 
where possible. What do you think? We want to hear your 

opinion on ways to improve our meetings. 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102583303277&s=230&e=0018p8zrZ3YYpqWlH0yAkn0q1j7RvuL1kk1lR3R6LdmXuX8atAo1dfIx8Bd3K1EE0N0OXieln7PXhwp_taB0zojdEN8komRZghSCrrP7pUNQIBSFXhdtsh8fbkzT6hc1gV8LVHed0LP8wxlwfNM2tbwqW7myTsedPR-
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102583303277&s=230&e=0018p8zrZ3YYpoFPnNlPHQ5h9EX_JUyjeJBqlbKn51Iv03m0LhkM27Zs4N_44I_o2lEGtOiyAUT2LTmKlpeNP7ZRk6XVXpK0L-2BxKFZQMQa_Ls6G46cGn_Ujy_YrygzssEq6IJtk7EzhI=


THE STAMFORD AWAYDAY: Saturday 20th June: 
Stamford Civic Society welcomed civic society members 
from around the region to one of the loveliest old towns in 
England. We enjoyed guided walks and after lunch we 
visited the great Elizabethan Palace at Burghley only a 
mile outside the town. Thank you to Stamford CS for an 
enjoyable, well-organised day out. 
 

Sat. 18th July: General Meeting at Beeston, as the guests 
of Beeston & District Civic Society, as we go to print. 
 

Sat. 17th October: General Meeting at Belper, Derbys, as 
the guests of Belper Civic Forum. 
 

Sat. 16th January 2010: General Meeting: 
Northamptonshire’s turn. Any volunteers? 
 

Sat. 17th April 2010: Ninth Annual General Meeting. The 
guests of Spalding & District Civic Society, as a part of the 
celebration of their Fiftieth Anniversary. 
 

THE ALFORD AWAYDAY: June 2010: Details to follow. 
 

Sat. 17th July 2010: General Meeting at Wigston, 
Leicestershire, as the guests of Wigston Civic Society. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

May 2009             www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Government approval for Line 2 of Nottingham Express 
Transport (The Tram) was given on 30th March. Each 
stretch of the new line will be constructed in three stages. 
NET has confirmed that passengers will be able to travel 
through the centre of Nottingham and on to the north of the 
City without changing. 
 

Train timetables sometimes change for the better and there 
has recently been such on the Derwent Valley service from 
Nottingham to Matlock. Monday to Friday there is now an 
hourly service without the change at Derby. Beeston to 
Matlock is one hour and rail tickets often give reduced 
admission to attractions as well.  
 

News Digest: Society members have been working away 
at getting the church arch and gateway on Church Street, 
restored to their former glory. The Civic Society has been 
researching people and places for new blue plaques. 
Planning for this year’s Heritage Open Days in September 
is well advanced. As usual in Beeston these are planned to 
be even bigger and better than previous years. 
 

DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Spring 2009 
 

The Society continues to monitor sensitive planning 
applications and comments have recently been made on 
nine such issues including the overdevelopment of housing 
within residential gardens, particularly in the setting of 
Listed Buildings, and the change of use from domestic to 
commercial.  Comment has also been made on the 

Ecodome project and Cyclamax Incinerator, in Dunston but 
which would have an impact on Dronfield.  Representation 
has been made regarding two licensing changes and there 
continues to be major concern about the effects of 
extended licensing hours, particularly at Bank Holidays.  
 

The Civic Society is represented on the Police Consultative 
Liaison Committee and meetings have been held with the 
District Council’s Environmental Services Manager. 
Discussion has centred on incidents of noise and broken 
glass in the town centre and the possible way forward 
towards securing control measures. Fly tipping, litter and 
graffiti disfigure the town. However, the police maintain that 
Dronfield does not have major problems compared with 
other localities, although there has been a stabbing, a 
shooting and at least one large scale public order incident 
in which someone was seriously injured, in the past year.  
 

Dronfield Civic Society is a member of the Dronfield 
Community Partnership set up by the District Council to 
provide a forum for local groups and the three Councils to 
work together. The Society thinks this will be a useful 
vehicle for bringing local issues to the attention of 
councillors and officers of the three councils - County, 
District and Town. One of the difficulties faced by Dronfield 
is to know which Council to go to about particular issues. 
Amongst the topics raised at the Community Partnership 
have been road safety, crime and anti-social behaviour, 
play and recreation facilities, and recycling and waste 
disposal. The Community Partnership has established two 
working groups, one for environmental and one for 
economic issues.  
 

Dronfield in Bloom - At regional level Dronfield received a 
special award for Town Council works in the cemetery, and 
a Silver Medal Award. Civic Society input included 
additional bulb planting, supplementary watering at The 
Ladles, the distribution of spring bulbs to local schools and 
a donation to the Peel Centre Memorial Garden. The 
Chantry Hotel received our Annual Special Rose Bowl 
Award for consistent good effort.  
 

Friends of Dronfield Station are understandably jubilant 
with the new Northern Rail Leeds to Nottingham service 
stopping hourly at Dronfield.  February’s issue of Dronfield 
Eye had excellent coverage of the tremendous welcome 
given to the first train just after 9.00 a.m. on Sunday 14 
December, with the platform crowded, band playing and 
church bells ringing!  The following morning Natascha 
Engel MP brought Transport Minister Geoff Hoon to 
Dronfield to start a day of celebrations for the new service. 
Dronfield is now very much on the railway map. 
 

The Friends completed a passenger survey of all 230 
trains, which stopped in a given week showing that over 
1,700 people used the service for business and pleasure. 
The number of daily commuters into Sheffield and 
Chesterfield has increased considerably and Meadowhall 
is proving popular with the younger generation. Day trips to 
Leeds, Nottingham and Manchester are attracting 
shoppers, art lovers and visitors to friends and family, and 
the Sunday service is providing walkers with convenient 
outward or return journeys. 



MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

July 2009           www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

MELBOURNE FESTIVAL -12th & 13th SEPTEMBER: The 
Civic Society exhibition will this year highlight the quiet, 
unsung work that members, along with the Ramblers 
Association, Footpaths Officer and others, undertake to 
protect and maintain the footpaths and stiles that make 
walking around Melbourne and Kings Newton such a 
popular activity. The display will also feature paths and 
alleyways through the town that are less familiar to visitors 
from elsewhere. Barry Thomas is planning to lead a guided 
walk taken from our book “Walks around Melbourne”. 
 

Over a number of years, East Midlands Airport has seen 
almost continuous growth, sometimes with spectacular 
annual increases in passenger numbers. 2009 may prove 
to be a year of equally spectacular falls, due largely to the 
current economic recession.  
 

Air passenger numbers at EMA peaked in 2008 at 5.6 
million passengers. In January to May for this year, there 
has been a 21% decline in passengers - nearly 100,000 
less each month. This results directly in fewer passenger 
flights, and aircraft movements have reduced by about 20 
fewer flights each day 
 

With airfreight, a different pattern emerges. Volume at EMA 
peaked in 2007 and has since shown steady though slight 
reductions since. However, the number of freight planes 
does not follow this pattern. In 2008 freighter numbers 
increased, despite reduced volume, and in the first months 
of 2009, even though freight volumes continue to 
decrease, the number of freighters remains unchanged. 
Melbourne Civic Society has asked airport management 
and freight operators to offer some explanation of this trend 
at the next Consultative Committee Meeting. 
 

Most of these freighters are old, noisy and operate at night. 
So we suffer unabated night noise though the airport is 
handling less freight. Overall the traffic decline at EMA 
seems to be resulting in fewer passenger aircraft and 
reduced noise during the day, but little alleviation of the 
number and noise of freighter aircraft at night. 
 

EMA has now published a Noise Action Plan, which 
confesses that 11,500 People are affected by airport night 
noise. Under an EU Directive, all major European airports 
are required to produce a Noise Action Plan designed to 
limit and, where possible, reduce the number of people 
affected by aircraft noise. But to evaluate the number of 
people affected by night noise, EMA uses a higher noise 
level, recommended by EU as more suitable for assessing 
daytime annoyance. Thus by this sleight of hand, EMA 
contrive to deny the full extent of nighttime disturbance, 
and to ignore thousands of people affected. EMA 
concludes there is no problem from aircraft noise. So the 
Noise Action Plan is surely a misnomer - it would be better 
called the EMA Noise NO-Action Plan! This Noise No-
Action Plan is currently open to public consultation. 
Melbourne Civic Society will be writing to the airport to say 
that we believe there is an urgent need to reduce night 

noise, and that EMA should use existing powers under the 
Civil Aviation Act 2006 to achieve this aim.  
 

Trees have always been an important component of the 
urban landscape. Large old trees add immeasurably to the 
character of the Melbourne Conservation Area, and the 
Civic Society has planted many new trees to improve the 
environment elsewhere in the village - The Crescent being 
one of our recent projects. The Civic Society will continue 
to plant new trees wherever we can and try to preserve any 
fine old trees threatened by developers -and insurance 
companies. Trees are good for our health and help to slow 
climate change in addition to being things of beauty. 
 

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

April 2009                   www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
           
There has recently been some very good news concerning 
four distinctive Nottingham buildings, two of them new and 
the other two part of the city’s historic fabric. 
 

Nottingham Civic Society has already given 
Commendation Awards to the River Crescent apartment 
block at Colwick and to the New Art Exchange building on 
Radford Boulevard. These buildings have now been 
recognised in two national awards:  River Crescent has 
been declared the winner of the Daily Telegraph Award for 
Best Waterside Development, while the New Art Exchange 
has received the accolade of a Civic Trust Major Award. 
 
Having appeared at the 20 Park Row Public Inquiry the 
Society was awaiting the result with trepidation, and so 
was delighted to hear that the proposed office block had 
been turned down by the Inspector, who also felt that the 
existing villa contributed to the Conservation Area.  It would 
be good to see the building being restored and put to new 
use - perhaps as part of the residential development of the 
site that already has planning permission. 
 

The Society was also delighted to read in the Nottingham 
Evening Post that the Judge’s Lodgings on High Pavement 
that have stood empty since they were vacated by the 
County Archives Office some years ago, are scheduled to 
become part of the neighbouring Lace Market Hotel. This 
idea was mooted some time ago, and it would seem to be 
the solution for this attractive and historically important 
building which has stood neglected for far too long. 
 

No.41 Pilcher Gate still retains its sad appearance.   
However, it is to be hoped that funding will be found for its 
repair and re-use so that this part of the Lace Market, from 
High Pavement up St Mary’s Gate and on to the new Lace 
Market Square, can be completed properly. 
 

The Society continues to await the outcome for a number 
of other buildings. The Victoria Baths Action Group 
continue to campaign for the historic fabric of the Leisure 
Centre and makes the point that refurbishment of the 
existing buildings would be a cheaper and more 
environmentally friendly solution to the problems compared 
with demolition. 
 

http://www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk/


At the water’s edge, a lively campaign has been held to 
repair and re-open the Wilford Suspension Bridge to 
pedestrians and cycles. This is not only a most attractive 
historic structure, but was also a much-used route across 
the Trent. Pedals, the cycling organisation, has been 
conducting a lively campaign and has recently achieved an 
undertaking from Severn-Trent for the repairs to be made.  
 

Another campaign is that to keep Wollaton Hall Industrial 
Museum open.   Meetings have been held with the Civic 
Society and with other interested amenity groups and 
possible ways forward are currently being discussed, some 
of which may involve volunteers.   Nothing has yet been 
decided, but it is to be hoped that opening may continue, 
aided by some ‘perking up’ of the presentations. 
 

Unfortunately news of some other planning and cityscape 
issues has not been so encouraging. The East side of the 
City has taken some hits with the eventual granting of 
permission to the Brook Street/Bath Street tall apartment 
building scheme and the granting of permission to the 
Eastcroft Incinerator extension.    
 

The new car park proposed for the Midland Station has 
also been given the go-ahead though it will obscure the 
excellent views of the Castle seen from London Road.   
However it is more essential to ensure the restoration and 
redevelopment of the Station in as short a time as possible,  
 

The issues of sustainable development and maintenance 
become increasingly pressing and these are reflected in 
the volume of information and notices of meetings on this 
topic. Representatives of the Civic Society regularly attend 
meetings organised by such bodies as Climate Action 
Network Nottingham which looks at the problems in a local 
perspective as well as globally and discusses strategies to 
mitigate the effects of climate change. 
 

It is an aspiration of the City Council to rationalise their 
property and administration accommodation. However the 
Civic Society echoes the Director of Resources caveat 
regarding the future of City historic buildings such as the 
Council House and Guildhall. The Council House must 
remain at the centre of the governance of Nottingham 
sitting physically at the centre of the City. 
 

The Council House celebrated its eightieth birthday on 
22nd May, and a day of celebration included an exhibition 
in the foyer and a concert by young people from Karlsruhe, 
one of Nottingham’s twinned towns.  On 24th May, a recital 
celebrated the 100th birthday of the Albert Hall and its 
organ, a gift from Jesse Boot to the people of Nottingham 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

June 2009 
 

There are currently several development proposals that will 
have a significant impact on Spalding and shape its future.  
 

The new Johnson Community Hospital is a splendid 
medical facility of high quality design. What a contrast with 
the Care Home proposed for the Bull & Mouth site, whose 
false Georgian exterior has the appearance of attempting 

to disguise a sort of prison for the elderly. Society 
Chairman Paul Walls says this sensitive site in the 
conservation area cries out for a quality design that 
properly reflects its function and the needs of its residents. 
 

The proposal for a second power station will not be 
determined locally. Planning consent conditions can 
however mitigate some of the adverse impacts and the 
Civic Society says it has an opportunity to promote and 
enhance community facilities in the area. 
 

A mantra currently held by politicians in Spalding is that 
development must be ‘deliverable’, but delivery is what the 
development industry does, and care needs to be taken 
that the planning system does not become developer led. 
What is good for the developer is not necessarily in the 
best interests of the local community. The Holland Park 
development proposals include a road bridge over the 
railway that for many years will lead nowhere but growing 
traffic congestion in the town needs addressing now. 
 

WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Spring 2009 
 

The Civic Society is seeking to get the Sharman & Elkins 
Shoe Factory building on Sheep Street included on the 
Statutory List. This was the first shoe factory in the town. 
 

Volunteers at Wellingborough Museum are working on a 
project to list all street names in Wellingborough and give 
their meanings. This should be in print shortly. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity Societies 
Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to the East 
Midlands Association of Civic Societies.  
 
Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 
Vice-Chairman East MACS, Member of the Civic Trust National 
Council of Civic Societies & Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Hon. Secretary East MACS & Chairman Hinckley Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Ph: 07753-831499. 
chairman@hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph. Home: 
01509-520904. chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 
The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of 
Civic Societies or of its officers. 
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