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BLACKPOOL CONFERENCE REPORT 
 

The National Conference of Civic Societies was held in 
Blackpool on 15th & 16th October. On the afternoon of 
Thursday 15th, 54 delegates from across the country 
were treated to two good guided walks. In the evening 
there was a drinks reception with the Mayor & 
Mayoress of Blackpool, followed by a buffet and full 
evening of entertainment at the sensational “Funny 
Girls Cabaret”, within the splendidly restored 
Blackpool Odeon – England’s second largest. On 
Friday 16th we were joined by a further 50 delegates for 
a full day conference, with massive brainstorming, 
question-answering and electronic voting. 
 

As a region, EastMACs turnout was nine members 
from six societies. (Only one below the national 
average) Our thanks go to Beeston, Bourne, Bullbridge 
& Sawmills, Leicester, Retford and Spalding. 
 

Our very warm thanks go to the team from Blackpool 
Civic Trust who obviously put such a tremendous 
amount of hard work into making this event a success. 
But our special thanks go Tony Burton and Ian Harvey 
for the hard work they put into the presentation of their 
findings following the biggest ever national survey of 
Civic Societies. 
 

The figures alone are impressive. In just four months 
Tony and Ian: 1) Met 305 people from 194 Civic 
Societies at fourteen Open Forums held across the 
country, and 2) Received contributions from 448 
members of 267 civic societies through online survey. 
 

What is really impressive however is the way in which 
this enormous volume of data has been treated. In a 
detailed report entitled “OWN THE FUTURE” we are 
given the full results and a degree of fairly obvious 
“This-means-that” conclusion. What we are not given 
is a top-down “This-now-means-we–all-have-to-do-
this” conclusion. That conclusion is for all of YOU in 
all of YOUR civic societies to decide. 
 

Tony and Ian need you and your society to respond to 
“Own the Future” by 20th NOVEMBER, so that they can 
publish your recommendations and propose a way 
forward by Christmas. We are looking to launch any 
new national body – if that is what Civic Societies wish 

– by May 2010. Copies are available to download from 
the CSI website at www.civicsocietyinitiative.org.uk 
Hard copies are available from: Ian Harvey, Civic 
Society Initiative, Unit 101, 82 Wood Street, The Tea 
Factory, Liverpool L1 4DQ. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ASHTAV NEWSLETTERS 
 

The Association of Small Historic Towns & Villages now 
have their newsletters available for you to download on 
www.ashtav.org.uk/archivesearch 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ASSOCIATION EVENTS 
 

Sat. 18th July: Meeting at Beeston. There was a large turn 
out to greet Tony Burton and Ian Harvey from the Civic 
Societies Initiative. They soon had us all brainstorming on 
what Civic Societies do and on what we thought they 
should be doing. Tony and Ian were journeying around the 
country to attend as many association meetings as 
possible before the Blackpool Conference.  
 

The activity continued after a good old-fashioned pub lunch 
when we enjoyed a tour around a traditional shawl factory. 
Many thanks go to The CSI and Beeston & District CS for a 
really constructive, well-organised day. 
 

Sat. 24th October: General Meeting at Belper, Derbys, as 
the guests of Belper Civic Forum as we go to print. 
 

Sat. 16th January 2010: General Meeting: We hope in 
Northamptonshire but don’t know where yet. Watch this 
space. 
 

 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 1960 - 2010. 
 

Sat. 17th April 2010: Ninth Annual General Meeting.  
We shall be the guests of Spalding & District Civic Society, 

as part of the celebration of their Fiftieth Anniversary. 
 

 

THE ALFORD AWAYDAY: June 2010: Details to follow. 
 

Sat. 17th July 2010: General Meeting at Wigston, 
Leicestershire, as the guests of Wigston Civic Society. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

August 2009                www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Beeston Civic Society has come together with 
Nottinghamshire County Council, Nottingham CS and 
Beeston & District Local History Society, to attempt rescue 
of the Maltings on Dovecote Lane, by the Railway Station. 
 

The Civic Society is expressing concern with the “Greater 
Nottingham Aligned Core Strategy” that assumes 
encroachment on the green belt at Stapleford and Toton to 
accommodate 6,800 new houses. 
 

Plans to redevelop Beeston Square are moving ahead. 
Broxtowe BC has appointed Henry Boot Developments as 
the preferred developer. It is universally agreed that it is 

http://www.civicsocietyinitiative.org.uk/


necessary to revitalise this tired-looking 1960’s part of the 
Town Centre to attract new business to the town. 
 

The Civic Society has made a detailed statement opposing 
the Tesco redevelopment. The Society believes the 
proposed store too large for Beeston and object to the 
imposition of a standard Tesco design. Their concerns also 
embrace opening hours, traffic generation and likely impact 
on local traders. 
 

Internal restoration of the parish church of St. John the 
Baptist was highly commended in the Annual Building 
Awards of the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors. 
 

Browtowe BC is giving away 4,000 trees to local residents 
at a maximum of three per household. This is a wonderful 
idea. Badger your local authority to do likewise. 
 

Beeston now has the third busiest railway station in 
Nottinghamshire. As of May 2010 the Nottingham Service 
should be increased by a third and the Leicester service 
doubled. 
 

BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 

August 2009    www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Congratulations to Jim Jones of Bourne Civic Society who 
was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s birthday honours 
published in June. A dedicated volunteer, Jim has played a 
leading role in helping to refurbish Baldock’s Mill as a 
Heritage Centre for the town over the last thirty years. A 
delighted Jim also paid tribute to his wife Brenda, 
Chairman of Bourne CS. Well done both of you! 
 

HINCKLEY CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Summer 2009  www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Just when it seemed that it might be impossible to fund any 
further blue plaques, the Society has gained an 
unexpected windfall that will enable the programme to 
continue in the coming months.  
 

A report from the British Retail Consortium entitled “21st 
Century High Streets” claims to set out a new vision for 
town centres. Especially interesting is one of its key 
recommendations: That public Space should create good 
design in town centres, making the most of heritage 
features or natural surroundings to create ‘”a unique sense 
of place”. This is a worthy ideal but light years away from 
the ubiquitous ‘leggo’ monstrosities and user-unfriendly 
schemes inflicted on Hinckley, and other towns. 
 

The report acknowledges around 12% of town centre 
shopping sites are currently vacant and that the recession 
has accelerated a trend of decline already underway. 
Despite this acknowledgement the report claims that the 
future is bright, though it does concede that some centres 
must “shape a different future as customers’ needs 
change”. The full BRC report is available at www.brc.org.uk  
  

English Heritage has recently produced its annual survey 
of Heritage at risk. Three sites are mentioned within 
Hinckley & Bosworth including the Remains of the Chapel 
in Lindley Park near Higham-on-the-Hill. This latter site 
would have been very familiar to the Burton Brothers, the 

subject of one of the Civic Society's Literary Lectures 
during Heritage Open Days. It seems amazing that nothing 
has been done to commemorate these two early 17th 
century authors who made significant literary contributions.  
 

For the first time this year the EH Survey also includes 
Conservation Areas. Four such areas within Hinckley & 
Bosworth are named as being “at risk”. They are all in 
outlying villages, so we do need to think about supporting 
our rural communities just as much as our urban centres. 
 

HOLBEACH & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

August 2009 
 

The appearance of the town has always been of concern to 
the Civic Society. Through its new Conservation Area 
Appraisal the District Council has more power to stop 
takeaways filling empty shops and garish shop fronts will 
have to follow advice on colour schemes. The painting of 
shop fronts has begun using heritage colours, which have 
already improved the appearance of the town. The Society 
has recommended the Conservation Area should be 
extended to Park Road, to bring in the Cemetery Chapels 
and Cemetery. These listed buildings have to be repaired 
and The Parish Council is searching for funding to bring 
this about.  
 

There are still have many “Grot Spots” in the town and 
landlords are being encouraged to repair their assets. 
Woolworth’s is the eyesore everyone sees as they wait at 
the traffic lights and 73 High Street is in a dire state of 
repair. The Society has written several times over the last 
19 years to the Council, to express our concerns. The 
owner has to appear in court yet again, at the end of July. 
It is hoped that this part of the listed terrace can soon be 
brought up to the standard of its neighbours. 
 

Several businesses have applied for grants so by the end 
of the year this historic market town should be a more 
interesting place to visit. The Civic Society belongs to the 
Holbeach Business Forum, which encourages all 

concerned with the area to join. 
 

KIBWORTH HARCOURT CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
 

Kibworth Harcourt has an original 1924 red telephone box 
that BT now want to sell to the village for £1. The Parish 
Council has declined as it is worried about the cost of 
maintenance. But the Conservation Society has offered to 
take this on, turning the box into a mini-information point 
and heritage centre for the village. It’s a tremendous idea 
but the PC have said no to this as well - for no discernable 
reason. Kibworth Harcourt CS is now campaigning and an 
outbreak of common sense is hoped for before too long. 
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN                   
 

August 2009                      www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

High point of the year was undoubtedly the Civic Society 
2008 Awards with a prestigious ceremony and dinner at 
The 18th Century City Rooms in April. As Society guest of 
honour, the Chairman of the Leicestershire Historic 
Buildings Trust, presented awards for the splendid 
restoration of the 1923 Pfister & Vogel Warehouse on 

http://www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk/


Rutland Street and to the University of Leicester and 
Associated Architects for the new David Wilson Library. 
 

The Society’s ‘Heritage Fair’ in June featured exhibitions 
and displays by The Civic Society, The Victorian Society, 
Leicestershire Industrial History Society and Leicestershire 
Archaeological & Historical Society. The event was a big 
success as members of the public were able to see Civic 
Society work and talk to members. Result - New members. 
 

English Heritage launched “Conservation Areas at Risk” in 
June: There are 9,300 Conservation Areas nationally; of 
which 650 are recognised as at risk. That is 7%. In the City 
of Leicester those figures are 24, with 7 at risk, which is 
29% - just over four times the national average.  How have 
Leicester City Council reacted to this? Deep concern?  An 
expression of desire to reduce the figure? Actions 
proposed to do so? No - The City Council have reacted 
with outright denial. But the figures are incontrovertible. 
Does someone think English Heritage is making things up? 
Does someone think English Heritage is maliciously 
‘picking’ on Leicester? Yet EH has obtained its results 
through a questionnaire sent to the City Council. So 
someone has completed this questionnaire truthfully, but 
higher up in the corridors of power someone else is 
denying the whole thing.  
 

The benighted bus hub project caused more bother when 
property owners and their customers on St. Nicholas Circle 
objected to the proposed loss of a mature London plane 
tree.  This issue would seem to have been resolved but 
coming so soon after the major row over the proposed use 
of historic Applegate as a rat-run for buses it is yet another 
example of the City Council’s inability to consult properly 
with those who care about their historic buildings, trees and 
open spaces. 

 

Proposals for the former grammar school as Stage One of 
the Cathedral Square Project seem to have won universal 
approval. However the Civic Society awaits ideas for the 
square and the setting of the Cathedral itself with great 
interest. The Devil’s in the detail. 
 

No surprises for those on foot when a Leicester Mercury 
survey discovered motorists flouting the law by driving up 
and down pedestrianised City Centre streets at a rate of 
one every 30 seconds.  But a Council spokesman 
confirmed that there are still no firm proposals to install 
CCTV cameras and no date has been set for the Council to 
take over control of moving vehicles from the police, so the 
free-for-all continues. 
 

Decay of the late C18th Friar’s Mill continues. Members of 
Leicestershire Industrial History Society and the City 
Council’s Heritage Regeneration Officer cannot gain 
access - but someone has broken in and stolen the famous 
golden ibex from the cupola. The Civic Society has now 
made a detailed submission to English Heritage to have 
the building re-graded from Grade 2 to Grade 2-Star, as 
this could release the funding to cover the City Council 
serving an Urgent Works Notice. The Society continues to 
work with all concerned to prevent the loss of this 
extremely important building in the face of utter disinterest 
by the developers who own the site. 

The Government has now rejected the Co-op proposals for 
the Pennbury Eco-Town but objectors should not rest on 
their laurels, as this is the second time the owners of this 
land have attempted a development coup in the last 25 
years. The Civic Society believes that those seriously 
concerned for the future of this ancient landscape beloved 
of W.G. Hoskins, should now turn their energies to having 
the whole quarter of Leicestershire down the Gartree Road 
and into the Welland Valley declared an ‘Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty’ before the Co-op can stage a 
third onslaught. 

 

The outstanding Art Deco Southfields Library will close on 
completion of a new community centre in 2012. The leader 
of the City Council has described the library as “iconic” and 
said that the City Council will want to keep it in use. The 
Civic Society doesn’t necessarily believe a word of it and 
will be monitoring the situation very closely. 
 

The World’s oldest Secular Hall in Humberstone Gate, 
Leicester is faced by a £100K shortfall for repairs to be 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. As with Friar’s Mill, 
Leicester Civic Society will be seeking re-grading on the 
statutory list to help release further funding. 
 

LONG SUTTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2009       www.longsutton.info 
 

Congratulations to ‘Long Sutton in Bloom’ for achieving a 
Gold Medal this year. The Peele School Garden also 
gained a Gold - and this after just eighteen months of 
starting work. Well done to all those youngsters who have 
worked so hard on the project. 
 

The Civic Society and Market House Photography Group 
put together a display of photographs showing Long Sutton 
as it was and as it is today, for Heritage Open Days from 
10th to 13th September.  165 people attended the event 
over the four days. Many visitors were able to reminisce 
about the people and places in the photographs. The 
Photograph CD proved to be a great success and the 
Society sold quite a few of them during the weekend. The 
Civic Society is now putting on its thinking hat to find 
something different to do for next year. The theme will be 
the effects of war on the towns and villages of Lincolnshire. 
Any suggestions would be welcome. One of the areas 
being pursued in the near future is the recording of all the 
buildings within the Conservation area. 
 

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

September 2009           www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

There has recently been a change of emphasis in the 
approach to new housing in Nottingham, partly due to the 
current economic situation and partly due to government 
and regional initiatives regarding housing needs for the 
future. The high-rise block is currently out of fashion, which 
may evoke a sigh of relief in some quarters, while the need 
for new family housing is becoming the focus of attention. 
There has been recent consultation with the community, 
planners and developers about the type of housing and 
points made emphasise the need for space, both in the 
private and public realms, the importance of sustainable 

http://www.longsutton.info/
http://www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk/


development, both in relation to climate change and in the 
creation of communities, the need for well-designed 
infrastructure, and the need for well-designed, attractive 
housing. Would developers like to live in it themselves? 
  

Two other, very different houses continue to exercise the 
concern of the Civic Society. One of the City Centre’s 
oldest houses at 41 Pilcher Gate is still in a decrepit state, 
while the cause for celebration only a few months ago - 
No.20 Park Row, which was rescued from the threat of 
demolition - is now boarded up and has, the Society 
understands, been stripped of many original fittings. 
 

The economic importance of the historic environment is an 
issue, which is frequently raised by English Heritage, and 
the care of our conservation areas is the subject of their 
most recent “Heritage at Risk” campaign, launched in 
June. Information on Heritage at Risk is available at 
www.englishheritage.org.uk/risk.  EH on behalf of East 
Midlands Heritage Forum have also published “Making 
Your Heritage Work for You”, a prospectus for an 
attractive, distinctive and prosperous East Midlands, and 
point out that it will be up to organisations such as Civic 
Societies to put forward a robust case for investment in the 
historic environment. Copies of the prospectus can be 
downloaded at www.helm.org.uk/empropectus 
 

Nottingham Civic Society is mounting a challenge to 
reduced opening hours at the grounds of Nottingham 
Castle. This will be off considerable interest to any Civic 
Societies faced with similar moves by their local councils. 
 

The Civic Society has been at the forefront of moves to 
have the Forest Recreation Ground improved and is 
therefore very happy with the news that the project has 
been awarded £3.1M by the Heritage Lottery Fund and the 
Big Lottery Fund towards a £5.1M improvement plan to 
restore the “Forest” to its former glory. 
 

SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST QUARTERLY 
NEWSLETTER 
 

Autumn 2009 
 

Looking around Sleaford Market Place one cannot fail to 
be ‘hit in the eye’ by the garish new fascia on Sleaford 
Library. There has been much adverse comment, not least 
because the County Council has installed the offending 
board without seeking any form of planning consent. It is 
not just the colour that gives offence, for this new 
“improvement” has been affixed to the frontage of the 
building straight over the original mouldings, which action 
the Civic Society describes as “hideously unsympathetic”. 
The library is not a listed building but it is abutted on either 
side by listed buildings and is an important feature of the 
conservation area.  
 

North Kesteven District Council is insisting on the 
submission of a retrospective application for advertisement 
consent. The CS intends to object when that application is 
made - or earlier if there is any delay in the process. The 
Society says that Sleaford Market Place deserves much 
better, not least in view of the sorry state of the listed 
former Co-op Building, which it is hoped may yet be 
rescued. 

WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Summer 2009 
 

Wellingborough Civic Society is campaigning to rescue and 
refurbish the bandstand in Castle Field; at the moment the 
structure is an eyesore, being covered in corrugated iron. If 
refurbished it will be put to good use and there has already 
been expressions of musical interest.  
 

The Hind Hotel, dating from the Civil War, is in need of vital 
external work and the CS has been in contact with the 
Council over this matter. The Civic Society says that 
enough of Wellingborough’s heritage has been erased in 
the past and it is now fighting to keep what is left. 
 

WIGSTON CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Summer 2009  www.wigstoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Wigston Civic Society wants to address: 1) The impact of 
the smoking ban and its effect on the streets outside 
premises, 2) New green spaces that are needed, 3) Car 
parks that could be made more attractive with soft 
landscaping, 4) Empty shops and offices that could look a 
lot prettier, 5) A public art project that would enhance the 
entrance to Wigston and 6) A footbridge over the canal 
between Little Hill and Countesthorpe that is well overdue.   
 

South Wigston Station will be an asset when the new 
college is open and it may be possible to extend the 
‘Ivanhoe’ service to South Wigston and Narborough. There 
will be a Station Supporters’ train to Birmingham for 
Christmas shopping in late November. 
 

Finally - Wouldn’t it be nice to have a speed limit of 20 
miles throughout the Borough? They do it in Spain and 
California. The calming effect would be amazing. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity Societies 
Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to the East 
Midlands Association of Civic Societies.  
 

Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman East MACS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Chairman Hinckley Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Ph: 07753-831499. 
chairman@hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph. Home: 
01509-520904. chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 

The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of 
Civic Societies or of its officers. 
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