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IT’S TIME TO DECIDE! 
 

Member Societies gave detailed feedback from the 
Blackpool Conference to our October meeting in 
Belper and there was some very lengthy discussion. In 
addition ten East Midlands Civic Societies have given 
The Civic Society Initiative written feedback upon 
publication of “Own the Future” following the 
conference. What should your Society do now? 
 

• If you have not done so already please read 
“Own the Future” available as a pdf to 
download at www.civicsocietyinitiative.org.uk 
or from Ian Harvey, CSI, Unit 101, 82 Wood 
Street, The Tea Factory, Liverpool L1 4DQ. 

 

• Discuss the potential new arrangements for 
finance and governance of a national body, in 
your committees. 

 

• Keep your members informed. 
 

• Think about how you can budget for 
supporting the new national body in 2010. 

 

• Be prepared to make your decision when 
asked in February. 

 

EastMACS officers have met since Belper and we have 
decided the following that we now recommend to you: 
 

1. Societies should join the new national body. The 
movement needs a national body different from the 
Civic Trust and under the governance of Civic 
Societies. This cannot succeed unless you join. 
 

2. The new national body will not be in a position to 
fund regional associations. By the time of the 2011 
AGM - when our existing capital will be exhausted - we 
must therefore decide to either fold, or continue on a 
subscription basis, as was the case until 2004. 
 

3. Your officers are confident that - like our colleagues 
in the West Midlands - there is a definite future for 
EastMACS to continue to assist member societies in 
the East Midlands. We therefore recommend to you 
that we re-launch subscription membership and that 
the sooner this is done the better. 

4. It is important to realise that the Association will no 
longer be obliged to limit itself to Civic Societies 
registered with a national body. With your approval we 
will therefore be recruiting local history societies, 
conservation area societies, historic buildings trusts 
and amenity societies not previously registered with 
the Civic Trust. This will require an amended 
constitution, the new funding arrangements - and 
potentially a change of name. 
 

All of these things will be for discussion at our AGM in 
Spalding on 17th April, which means you now have 
eleven weeks to consider this. We will be producing a 
summary of the proposals by handbill to assist you. 
 

It is our proposal that any new arrangements for the 
Association will be put to you at our meeting in 
Wigston on 17th July. As the Association is governed 
solely by its member societies meeting four times per 
year, this meeting will have the authority to make any 
changes. A separate EGM will not be necessary. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SOCIETY CASEWORK ADVISOR 
 

Confident in our future, the meeting at Belper appointed 
Ian Wells as Society Casework Advisor and Ian now joins 
our existing four officers. Ian is there to help your society 
with its casework problems, so do use his considerable 
expertise. He is not there to advise on fundraising, 
membership drives or social events, but he is there to 
advise on what you do as a Civic Society - campaigns, 
buildings surveys and all aspects of conservation work. 
Ian’s contact details are at the bottom of page four. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ASSOCIATION EVENTS. 
 

Sat. 24th October 2009: General Meeting at Belper. It was a 
damp and chilly day as stalwart supporters gathered in the 
Derwent Valley for a long post-Blackpool meeting to 
discuss our future. Many thanks to Belper Civic Forum for 
their warm hospitality - and in particular to the ladies who 
provided so excellent a buffet lunch. 
 

Sat. 16th January 2010: General Meeting at Daventry 
Abbey, Northamptonshire, as the guests of Daventry and 
District Civic Society, as we go to print. 
 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 1960 - 2010. 
 

Saturday 17th April:  Ninth Annual General Meeting.  
We shall be the guests of Spalding & District Civic Society, 

as part of the celebration of their Fiftieth Anniversary. 
 

 

THE ALFORD AWAYDAY: June: Details to follow. 
 

Sat. 17th July: General Meeting at Wigston, Leicestershire, 
as the guests of Wigston Civic Society. 
 

Sat. 16th October: Rutland’s turn. Details to follow. 

http://www.civicsocietyinitiative.org.uk/


NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

November 2009                www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The scheme to refurbish Beeston High Road is nearing 
completion. Remaining tree planting was undertaken in 
November, there is some street furniture to install and the 
cycle sensors will be replaced in 2010. The scheme will 
then be carried onto the new Tesco. It is also hoped to 
encourage an increase in street cafes, as these are viewed 
as a positive addition to the street scene. 
 

Civic Society members have expressed various concerns 
about the future of The Square. Apart from the original 
through road, owned by Broxtowe BC, the remainder is on 
lease to Henry Boot, who are planning its redevelopment. 
This is also linked to decisions on the tram involving the 
County Council and Government, which complicate 
matters as the more land that is needed for the tram the 
less viable The Square is for Henry Boot. Traffic 
congestion on Wollaton Road is yet another problem. 
 

The sub-committee for the proposed Maltings & Station 
Villas conservation area has had its first meeting and Ian 
Wells has agreed to prepare the application for submission 
to the Council. St. John’s Grove & Chilwell conservation 
areas proposals are still out for public consultation. 
 

The Civic Society is now at the stage of approaching 
Broxtowe BC for assistance on the funding of blue plaques.  
 

BOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 
 

October & December 2009   www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Congratulations to Bourne-in-Bloom committee members 
and supporters who helped the town to win its second 
silver gilt award in the East-Midlands-in-Bloom competition. 
 

Heritage Open Days once again attracted a very large 
number of visitors to Baldock’s Mill Heritage Centre in 
September. Visitors were able to enjoy the award winning 
Worth Gallery, the Raymond Mays Room and the popular 
display on Bourne’s Railway Heritage. 
 

More of Bourne’s motoring history has gone on display at 
the Heritage Centre. Bourne and District Motor Club, which 
was formed in 1959 and disbanded in 1970, held over ten 
years of road rallies, autocross, speed trials and skills 
competitions. Now former members have handed the 
club’s trophies over to Bourne Civic Society to be displayed 
in the Raymond Mays Room at Baldock’s Mill. 
 

DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Autumn 2009 
 

Dronfield station goes from strength the strength. In June 
2009 a further survey of passenger numbers indicated an 
increase of 12% over January. Friends of Dronfield Station, 
Northern Rail and Dronfield Town Council put a lot of work 
into planting, so as impress the judges of East Midlands in 
Bloom, and their efforts were rewarded by a special 
Judges Award Certificate. The Friends have also been 
short listed for an award as Best Station Adoption Group. 

Dronfield CS was again pleased to sponsor the Dronfield 
Henry Fanshawe School Young Achiever Awards. 
Chairman John Harvey attended the award ceremony 
where young people were recognised for their personal 
achievements and for their contributions to the school and 
local communities. Congratulations to Olivia Ford who 
received the Young Achiever of the Year Award. 
 

The Civic Society is working closely with the Old Dronfield 
Society on the condition of the town’s three conservation 
areas, and on planning applications that have an impact on 
these conservation areas and their listed buildings. 
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN                   
 

December 2009                www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

By the time you read this the Bowstring Bridge will be no 
more. There has been a furious campaign to save the 
bridge from deliberate heritage destruction by Leicester 
City Council and De Montfort University. Civic Society 
Chairman Stuart Bailey said, ”I am simply staggered when 
I review the sheer volume of correspondence published by 
the Leicester Mercury on this subject since the middle of 
July. Not since our campaign to save the frontage of 
London Road Station in 1973 - indeed not even then - has 
one heritage issue galvanised the people of Leicester into 
action such as the fate of the mighty bridge, symbol of our 
prowess in Victorian civil engineering and like the Clock 
Tower, a true icon of this City”. 
 

 
 

The City Council was accused of secrecy by neighbours of 
a proposed Art Gallery to be located in New Walk, who 
knew nothing about it until it appeared on the Council 
Website. It was soon followed by a planning application 
that showed the proposals in detail and their adverse 
effects on New Walk as both Conservation Area and 
Registered Historic Park. The Civic Society was quick to 
respond. In 1824 Leicester Corporation allowed housing on 
New Walk for the first time. But this was subject to strictly 
licensed conditions, one of which was that buildings should 
not be closer than thirty feet from the Walk. The planning 
application stated that the 1824 building line had been 
breached before and that it didn't really matter. However 
The New Walk Conservation Area Character Statement, 
adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance in 2004, 
makes it abundantly clear that the whole point of New Walk 
is its spaciousness, buildings, gardens, trees and its 
walkway, that has been established as such for 225 years.  

http://www.bournecivicsociety.org.uk/


There were strong objections from the Friends of New Walk, 
Leicester Civic Society and many people living or working 
on New Walk. As a result of these the proposals have now 
been withdrawn and it is understand are to be resubmitted 
at a later date. Proper advance consultation could have 
saved the Council all of this trouble. 
 

Many city councils would be delighted to have a jewel in 
their crown such as Aylestone Meadows Local Nature 
Reserve - but not Leicester - they want to put football 
pitches across it.  If this proposal goes ahead the grass will 
be torn up and the famous Leicester Longhorns, horses 
and the public evicted to make way for fencing, synthetic 
football pitches, a clubhouse, ten 16metre high floodlights 
and car park.  A nature reserve is a precious and sensitive 
environment and as such, should be protected from 
inappropriate use. The wildlife within the reserve includes 
nocturnal creatures such as bats, owls, foxes and badgers, 
plus many songbirds and water birds, rare snakes and 
amphibians. The nature reserve is a green space for 
everyone in the City to enjoy.  Walking, cycling and horse 
riding all co-exist with the wildlife and are all flourishing in 
the area.  There have been objections to this plan from 
many national and local bodies.  At the point of going to 
print, the planning application has not been heard and 
therefore letters of objection can still be made.  
 

The Civic Society was shocked that an appeal by 
developers to demolish 162 Knighton Church Road and 
build five new houses in the rear garden had been upheld. 
This is one of the worst cases of ‘garden grabbing’ in 
Leicester in recent years and had been contested by 
Leicester City Council, Leicester Civic Society, 
Leicestershire and Rutland Gardens Trust and the local 
community. The Society is committed to helping 
communities throughout Leicester fight garden grabbing 
and next summer will be working on proposals for a new 
conservation area to help protect South Knighton from this 
depredation in the future. 
 

Congratulations to Leicester’s Green Lifeboat Project that 
keeps eight miles of river through the City clear of rubbish 
and has now received £46,500 through the Community 
Cashback scheme, whereby community projects benefit 
from the confiscated gains of convicted criminals. The 
public were invited to vote for their favourite projects and it 
is hoped that Civic Society votes made all the difference for 
this and another two winning projects in Leicester. 
 

The owner of the former Nat. West Bank on St. Martins 
rang our Chairman to recommend his building as a better 
choice for the Art Gallery - which it is - but he soon found 
he was having his ears pinned back over the illegal banner 
advertisement on the side of his building and that covered 
the King Richard III commemorative plaque on Greyfriars. 
The banner has now been moved. 
 

138 objections to date have delayed a Church 
Commissioners decision on closure of the C11th village 
church of St. Peter, Belgrave, until the beginning of 
February. Leicester Civic Society is to attend the 
Commissioners hearing in London and will be ready to 
speak on the conservation issues. 

MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2009           www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Melbourne CS has expressed a number of concerns over 
footpaths. Their exhibition on Public Footpaths caused a lot 
of interest at the Melbourne Festival on 12th and 13th 
September is to be shown again at Christmas. There was a 
great array of photographs and information on local 
footpaths and the work that the Society does to keep them 
open. There was a lot of discussion and comment from 
those who didn’t know their ‘ginnel’ from their ‘snicket.’ 
 
Responsibility for footpaths in the Melbourne area has 
reverted to Derbyshire County Council after being for some 
time devolved to South Derbyshire District Council at 
Swadlincote. The Council’s Leader stated, “We will be able 
to provide even higher levels of service at a lower cost for 
South Derbyshire residents”. Melbourne CS cannot see 
how this can be the case as the local footpath officer will 
now be located at Matlock and journeys to South 
Derbyshire will be lengthy and expensive by comparison. 
Problems have already arisen that were unheard of when 
the footpath officer was based in Swadlincote. 
 
In autumn many local paths are ploughed up after the 
harvesting of crops and some farmers are very slow at 
putting the paths back in. The law is quite clear on paths 
and ploughing. Footpaths must be restored within 24 
hours, or within two weeks if this is the first disturbance by 
a particular crop. Footpaths must be restored to a minimum 
of one metre’s width. But too often the law is ignored.  
 
Problems continue with East Midlands Airport. Following 
an EU Directive, all major airports in the UK are required to 
produce a noise action plan with the objective of limiting 
and reducing the number of people affected by aircraft 
noise. EMA has issued a draft noise action plan for 
consultation, which is however severely lacking in any new 
proposals to manage aircraft noise. The Directive requires 
the airport to analyse aircraft noise according to a standard 
method, and then to assess any noise problems. However 
in EMA’s assessment, the effect of night noise is 
deliberately minimised. EMA argues that there are no noise 
problems and that current noise levels are acceptable. 
Melbourne Civic Society and many others find this claim 
astonishing. In their view, night noise is a significant 
disturbance to many people and has been unacceptable 
for many years. Based on the airport’s arbitrary 
assessment that noise levels are acceptable, EMA 
proposes to take no further measures to control or reduce 
aircraft noise. This lack of action is simply incredible: The 
Civic Society concludes that it reflects a complete 
disregard for the local community, and demonstrates 
deplorable complacency on the part of EMA managers.  
 
Melbourne Civic Society has sent a lengthy and detailed 
response to the airport, exposing the faults and omissions 
in EMA’s assessment of aircraft noise problems. They 
have also suggested a large number of positive actions, 
which the airport could take to control and reduce 
disturbance from aircraft noise.  

http://www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk/


NEWARK CIVIC TRUST MAGAZINE 
 

The owner, with successful restorations in Stamford and 
Uppingham behind him, has now completed restoration of 
The Woolpack to its former glory. Gone is the dreadful 
render that can spell disaster for any timber sealed behind 
it but has fortunately not done so in this case. 
 

 
 

An important event for the Trust was the launch of its latest 
Heritage Trail leaflet  - Georgian Houses. This moves out 
of the town centre in order to feature the wonderful 
Georgian residences on South Parade and London Road. 
It draws long overdue attention to houses less familiar and 
as a consequence not so publicly celebrated as those in 
the town centre and widens horizons by venturing beyond 
the “round the block” normally featured. At A5 opening out 
to A3 with colour photographs and map on quality high-
gloss (But still 80% recycled) paper this is well worth it from 
Newark Civic Trust for the price of a donation. 
 

Newark Civic Trust Chairman, George Wilkinson has also 
just published “Newark & Sherwood: Landscapes & 
Legends”, another must for anyone with a more than 
passing interest in this lovely old town. 
 

With other articles on trading barges, maltings, ASHTAV 
and the Tuxford Mill this Magazine is still the best flagship 
publication for a Civic Society in the East Midlands. 
 

RETFORD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS SHEET 
 

October 2009 
 

The Sloswicke’s Almshouses form part of the Retford 
Heritage Trail and Sloswicke’s Hospital; a listed Georgian 
building in Churchgate, was converted into flats in 1984. 
Retford CS and Sloswicke’s Almshouse Charity recognized 
that the stone plaques detailing the history of the building 
were in poor condition and impossible to read. Restoration 
has now been undertaken part funded by Notts. CC 
Building Better Communities and matched by the Charity. 
 

2009 saw an increased interest in Retford-in-Bloom. More 
pubs were dressing their fronts with hanging baskets and 
especially pleasing were the number of schools involved in 
the Blooms-in-a-Bucket competition. The hard work paid 
off with the Mayor presenting no less than eight awards at 
a ceremony in the Town Hall. 

Retford can look forward to further heritage improvements. 
The Civic Society has now secured funding for the 
restoration of Kings Park entrance gates and railings, and 
for the Georgian ironwork on Grove Street.  
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2009 
 

Spalding and District CS warmly welcome restoration of 
further historic buildings in the town’s conservation area. 
Hill’s furniture shop is already under way; reinstatement of 
the Sessions House railings has been approved and 
complete restoration of the frontage of Classic News is in 
the pipeline. The schemes are being carried out with help 
from the English Heritage ‘Partnership Schemes in 
Conservation Areas’ and with matching funding from South 
Holland DC. Other PSICA restorations should follow 
shortly, including the railings of the Gentlemen’s Society in 
Broad Street, a facelift for Priory House in The Crescent 
and remedial work to the windows and chimney of the 
Office Shop in Pinchbeck Road. 
 

In 2008 Lincolnshire Highways informed Pinchbeck Parish 
Council of its intention to “reconstruct” the historic Jobson’s 
Footbridge over the River Glenn. However the PC was 
misled and the intention was to replace the wooden bridge 
with a prefabricated metal structure more suited to inner 
urban areas in the Northwest. After many months in denial 
County Highways have at last conceded that the proposed 
bridge violates the principles of its own “Streetscape 
Design Manual” and have agreed to a meeting to discuss 
more sympathetic designs. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Midlands Amenity Societies Association was founded in 
1987 to represent Midlands amenity societies registered with the 
former Civic Trust. In 2001 it divided into the West Midlands 
Amenity Societies Association and the East Midlands Amenity 
Societies Association. In 2006 East MASA changed its name to 
the East Midlands Association of Civic Societies.  
 

Chairman East MACS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman East MACS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary East MACS & Chairman Hinckley Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Ph: 07753-831499. 
chairman@hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer East MACS, Editor EASTMACS Magazine & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph: 01509-
520904. chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 

Society Casework Advisor: Ian Wells, 4a Kelvin Road, 
Thorneywood, Nottingham, NG3 2PR. Ph: 0115-950-4464.  
ianwells@thorneywoodfslife.co.uk 
 

The opinions contained in EASTMACS Magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the East Midlands Association of 
Civic Societies or of its officers. 
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