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RECRUITMENT! 
 

At our AGM in Spalding on 17th April we opened 
subscriptions with a target of one half of our previous 
Civic Trust membership by the next meeting in Wigston 
on 17th July. That is twenty-seven members. Regrettably at 
the time of going to print the Association has received 
only thirteen membership subscriptions from the 
following Civic Societies: Bullbridge & Saw Mills, Chapel-
en-le-Frith, Dronfield, Grantham, Heckington, Kibworth 
Harcourt, Leicester, Loughborough, Market Harborough, 
Melbourne, Melton Mowbray, Retford and Wigston. 
 

The choice is stark. We need an additional fourteen 
member societies by the end of October to make it 
worthwhile for us to then produce and circulate a new 
membership leaflet aimed at the minimum recruitment of a 
further 27 heritage societies in the East Midlands by April 
2011.  Without this level of membership the Association 
will have to increase membership rates beyond the £24 
announced, or seriously curtail its activities. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ASSOCIATION MEETINGS – PLANNING OUR FUTURE. 
 

It is a pity to launch this edition of EMACHS Magazine on a 
pessimistic note, as your officers have been busily planning a 
new structure of meetings to help you, our member societies, 
with your ongoing problems and concerns.  
 

Starting in October we are proposing the following changes 
OCTOBER MEETINGS: All day training and information 
session rotating around the major cities of the region, for ease 
of transport, and starting this year in Nottingham. JANUARY & 
JULY MEETINGS rotating around the six counties as now. 
General Meeting in the morning with guided walk after lunch 
OR guest speaker in the morning with general meeting after 
lunch. APRIL MEETINGS rotating around the six counties as 
now. AGM in the morning with general meeting after lunch.  
 

Another problem is the provision of specialist assistance where 
needed. Civic Societies who feel they are failing through the 
lack of sufficient officers – or lack of membership - are going to 
need our help. We are concerned by these phenomena and 
will be attempting to do something about them. 

ASSOCIATION EVENTS. 
 

Saturday. 17th April: Ninth AGM and General Meeting in 
Spalding. A splendid spring day in Lincolnshire. A well-
attended meeting approved our change of name and proposed 
the necessary constitutional amendments to be voted on in 
July. After lunch we had a guided walk along the River 
Welland, which was a mass of flowering spring bulbs. Thank 
you to Spalding & District Civic Society for a memorable day. 
 

Saturday 19th June: EMACHS members met at the cafe of the 
Royal & Derngate Theatre in Northampton for this year's 
Awayday. For the first part of our walk we visited the Georgian, 
Regency and Victorian architecture at the east end of the 
town, the churchyard of St. Giles' Church and the architectural 
whimsy of the Fish Inn. Emerging from the Market Place we 
encountered the ornate Victorian architecture of College Street 
Baptist Church. Another 200 yards took us to Dr. Doddridge's 
rebuilt Castle Hill Meeting House, and the Castle Mount, which 
is all that remains of the castle destroyed by Charles II. We 
stopped at the Norman church of St Peter and finished our 
morning at All Saints, where we had lunch. Suitably refreshed 
we ventured north to the unique circular Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre before returning to the town centre, the town 
museum and then on to Abington Park.    
 

Saturday. 17th July: General Meeting at the award winning 
Framework Knitters Museum, Wigston, Leicestershire, the 
guests of Wigston Civic Society, as we go to print. 
 

 

SATURDAY 16th OCTOBER: ALL DAY TRAINING AND 
INFORMATION SESSION IN NOTTINGHAM. FULL DETAILS 
TO FOLLOW BUT PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARIES NOW. 
 

 

Saturday 15th January 2011: Rutland’s turn. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

May 2010                     www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Beeston & District CS is rightly proud of its restoration of the 
gateway pillars and lantern at the churchyard gateway. A grant 
of £15,000 was awarded by the “Building Better Communities” 
grants scheme. At the same time the nearby millennium yew 
tree was given a trim and the Crimean War Memorial cleaned. 
The work was completed this spring and the Civic Society say 
the area hasn’t looked as good as this in years. 
 

The Civic Society has gone to some trouble to comment at 
length on the “Broxtowe Aligned Core Strategy for the Local 
Development Framework” (That’s the Local Plan) and bitterly 
regret the lack of plain and straightforward English therein.  
 

Beeston & District CS is to be applauded for this. It is hoped 
that every Civic Society takes advantage of the opportunity to 
comment on their local planning authority’s Core Strategy, as it 
their one and only opportunity to get pro-active with the 
planning policies that will shape their cities, towns and villages 
over the coming years. It is difficult for planning amateurs, no 
one wants to do it, but it is important. (The new Government is 
proposing to call them “Local Plans” again - so that’s one small 
victory for plain English) 

http://www.eastmidcivicsocieties.org.uk/


BULLBRIDGE & SAW MILLS AREA CS NEWSLETTER  
 

May 2010                      www.bullandsaw.co.uk 
 

It’s great to hear from BASA for the first time. BASA aims to 
maintain and improve the quality of life of residents in the 
Bullbridge & Sawmills Area by liaison with, and negotiation on 
behalf of those residents should their quality of life or heritage 
be threatened by development or re-development. In 
partnership with residents of the area, BASA aim to chronicle, 
maintain and improve the heritage of Bullbridge & Sawmills. 
                                  
Support of Society members and hard work by its committee 
has meant that the Society has been successful in having a 
voice in various consultations over the past year. In fact for 
such a new and small organisation the Society believes it 
“punches above its weight”! Since its involvement in local 
planning issues the Society now receives weekly notification of 
planning applications from Amber Valley Borough Council. 
Although extremely keen to preserve all that is important to the 
history and heritage of the area, the Society is equally 
committed to ensuring that it grows and evolves into a place in 
which people will wish to continue living and working. 
    
Members of BASA have met the Conservation & Design 
Manager, HER and Principal Policy & Conservation Officers of 
AVBC to take stock of the remaining historic and heritage sites 
within the area. Although much has been lost or damaged, 
much still remains – and it is transport history that makes the 
area special. The Council is proposing a small conservation 
area in Bullbridge. This would encompass the stone cottages 
around the Canal Inn, associated with the canal, the remaining 
embankments, bridge and towpaths of the canal, and the 
massive stone railway viaduct close to the River Amber. 
 

Last winter the Friends of Cromford Canal together with the 
Waterways Recovery Group and The Civic Society spent two 
weekends working on the Sawmills stretch of the canal. 
 

The BASA committee has reluctantly decided not to join Civic 
Voice. As a new group, the Society simply does not have 
sufficient funds. However, they have decided to join EMACHS.  
In this way the Society will still be able to network with other 
societies throughout the East Midlands and beyond.  
 

BASA continues to collect memories from local people. This is 
a fascinating exercise that has revealed many useful facts 
about the area.  Many BASA members have brought their 
photographs and press cuttings along to meetings where other 
members have shown great interest.   
 

DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Winter 2010                     www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Dronfield CS is currently involved with a number of traffic and 
pedestrian related issues, particularly centred on pedestrian 
and motorist safety within the 20 mph zone. There are three 
hot spots, where crossing the road is particularly difficult. The 
Civic Society is also pressing for a zebra crossing at the 
bottom of Church Street before its junction with Lea Road. The 
Society's concern that traffic speeds in the town had reached 
dangerous levels and that speed limits were not being 
enforced resulted in them proposing to the local police that a 
Community Speed Watch be introduced. This proposal was 
accepted and six volunteers trained to measure traffic speeds 
using radar and laser speed guns. Speed monitoring by the 

volunteers commenced in January and motorists caught 
exceeding speed limits received warning letters from the 
police. More volunteers are needed. 
 

The state of the recycling facilities at Dronfield Civic Centre 
has not improved and remains very poorly managed. 
Frequently bins are not emptied until they are overflowing and 
there is a constant problem with litter, broken glass and fly 
tipping. The bins themselves are usually very dirty which 
prompted a group of Dronfield Civic Society members to scrub 
the most offensive bins in order to “make a point”. News of 
this, with photographs, was sent to the local newspapers.  
 

Dronfield CS continues to monitor the street scene in Dronfield 
and remains concerned about the frequency with which broken 
and abandoned glasses and bottles litter the town, particularly 
at public holidays. Unfortunately there is little sign that either 
the police or local authorities are particularly concerned about 
the problem. Around a dozen retail premises have had 
windows wilfully smashed during the course of the last year. 
The Society continues to campaign for action to control this 
unacceptable situation, and over vandalism to bus shelters 
 

The Dronfield Conservation Areas, and other planning issues, 
have been the subject of a meeting held with the Head of 
planning at North East Derbyshire District Council. The Society 
has expressed its continuing concern over the Council's lack of  
a conservation officer, which has a serious impact on its ability 
to respond adequately to planning applications affecting the 
town’s listed buildings and conservation areas.  
 

The Civic Society is in discussion with both North East 
Derbyshire DC and English Heritage about the blue - roofed, 
cruck barn, Church Street. As a result English Heritage is now 
re-assessing the listing grade of the building and examining 
the threat it faces from its continued exposure to the weather.  
 
The Civic Society is supporting the supermarket chain, Aldi, 
who are preparing a planning application to build a store and 
offices on the Top Yard in Dronfield. Whilst lending its support 
the Society has urged the developer to ensure the highest 
standards of design for their new buildings. 
 
Friends of Dronfield Station major project for 2010 is to start 
rehabilitating the overgrown triangle running between the ramp 
and the end of platform 2. A one-day mini-survey of travellers 
in November indicated numbers have almost doubled since 
the start of service and are up 33% on June. Figures are fed 
through to Northern Rail to press the case for improved 
services and facilities at the station. 
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 

July 2010       www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Despite protests an application went to Planning Committee in 
May with officer’s recommendation to accept partial demolition 
of the historic All Saints Brewery on Highcross Street. 
However the committee has deferred judgement in view of 
objections from English Heritage, The Churches Conservation 
Trust, The Leicestershire Industrial History Society and 
Leicester Civic Society, pending a survey by English Heritage. 
The objectors now await the outcome. All Saint’s Conservation 
Area is officially at “Grave Risk” on the Council’s own Register  
- a fact that the planning officer failed to report to the 
committee - and cannot sustain further loss of character. 

http://www.bullandsaw.co.uk/


Sufficient funds have now been raised for the Society to place 
an order for the Bowstring Bridge Memorial plaque with the 
manufacturers. The Civic Society is planning on installation 
and unveiling at the August Bank Holiday. 
 

In June 2009 the Civic Society applied to have the listing of the 
Station extended to embrace the Station Street façade and the 
London Road bridge parapet opposite. Thirteen months later - 
still no response. In July 2009 they applied to have Friar’s Mill 
on Bath Lane, upgraded from Grade 2 to Grade 2-Star. Twelve 
months later - still no response. Meanwhile English Heritage 
refusal to list the 16th Century timbered house at the rear of 40 
Market place on the grounds that it was only a “fragment” was 
a real shock. None of this is good enough but EH are 
notoriously slow and have an impossible appeals procedure, 
so what to do about them remains a real problem. Leicester 
City Council Conservation and Urban Design Team are now 
belatedly searching for the owners of the 18th Century Friar’s 
Mill to enable negotiations on urgent works to take place.  
 

At the stroke of the pen the new Secretary of State has 
removed back gardens from the definition of “Brownfield Land” 
in PPS3, thereby knocking garden grabbing developments on 
the head. Sadly the policy change came too late to save the 
fine house at 162 Knighton Church Road and its extensive 
gardens from destruction and gross over-development. 
 

Real Civic Champions, the Friends of Braunstone Hall 
continue to battle on most weekends, dealing with the latest 
rounds of vandalism affecting this Grade 2 Listed Georgian 
country house and keeping the surroundings neat and tidy in 
the face of apparent indifference by Leicester City Council as 
owners. The Council plods on with negotiations for sale. 
 

A recent application to renew the 2007 planning permission for 
some grotty offices on Granby Street that would involve 
demolition of Thomas Cook’s Temperance Hotel has resulted 
in seventy objections led by the Victorian Society and 
Leicester Civic Society. The campaign continues. 
 

Winter frost damage had badly affected the stonework of the 
famous staircase at Leicester Corn Exchange. The Civic 
Society and Leicester Market Traders Association have been 
in touch with J D Wetherspoons and repairs are now in hand. 
 

The Civic Society has come out in firm support of proposals to 
convert Leicester’s famous Equity Boot and Shoe factory into 
student accommodation. Although only on the Local Interest 
List, the loss of this historic building would be totally 
unacceptable. Many people are opposed to increased student 
accommodation in the City Centre but this is the only offer on 
the table for the Equity Works, without which it could be lost. 
 

Local residents were suitably outraged when the Council came 
along and removed all the heritage lampposts that had graced 
St. James’s Road in Evington Footpath Conservation Area, 
replacing them with a plain modern variety over most of the 
street. The Civic Society instantly queried this with the Council, 
which has since assured protesters that more suitable 
lampposts would be installed.  
 

Leicester Civic Society ran its second “Heritage Fair” on 12th 
June this year. Many shoppers and passers-by came in to see 
the exhibition and ask the Society about its work. This sort of 
activity is extremely enjoyable and productive. If your Society 
has yet to buy exhibition panels then go onto Ebay now. 

MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

April 2010  www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

For many years there has been an inexorable rise in traffic at 
East Midlands Airport, but 2009 showed a different picture. 
Passengers at East Midlands Airport reduced by nearly a 
million last year. The airlines were quick to reduce capacity 
and passenger aircraft movements fell by 7,000, approximately 
10 fewer takeoffs and 10 fewer landings every day. The 
decline continues in 2010 with the withdrawal of Easy Jet 
services. In January and February this year, passenger 
numbers fell a further 25% on top of last year’s fall. 
 

In the Airport Master Plan, cargo was forecast to increase to 
over 700,000 tonnes this year but has remained consistently 
below 300,000 tonnes. Aircraft noise, both day and night, has 
reduced due to fewer flights. The Airport Master Plan forecast 
that night noise could increase back to 1996 levels – the 
highest ever recorded. In fact night noise decreased last year 
and is not expected to increase significantly for at least the 
next two years. While the current night noise level is well 
below the airport plan, Melbourne Civic Society considers it is 
still too high. When North West Leicestershire District Council 
approved the runway extension last November, they imposed 
an upper limit on night noise but this limit actually allows a 
50% increase on the current levels. The draft Noise Action 
Plan has been submitted to Government and is being 
assessed by the Department for Transport and DEFRA.  
 

The Society has made representations to the Council on the 
Core Strategy for its Local Development Framework 
proposals. No major developments are planned for Melbourne 
but it urged that attention be given to the need for affordable 
homes and housing for the elderly, in line with the Parish Plan. 
 

The Council has carried out maintenance work on the historic 
Swarkestone Causeway. It is now in better condition than it 
has been for many years.  
 

The failure of the plans for Formula One racing at Castle 
Donington has, at least for the time being, removed concerns 
about its environmental impact on Melbourne.  
 

NEWARK CIVIC TRUST MAGAZINE 
 

www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk 
 

In the last year there have been some classic successes, the 
newly restored Woolpack for instance. There were some 
anxious moments when the render was removed, revealing 
timberwork that had not been seen since Victorian times. An 
impervious coating is not good news for timber frames. If damp 
gets behind the results can be catastrophic. Remarkably, such 
was not the case here and the restoration is superb. 
 

Two once very grand Georgian houses in Castlegate continue 
to deteriorate. As with the Woolpack, this is a long standing 
issue, the absentee landlords in this case pay no heed to 
gentle approaches and their attitude makes a mockery of the 
listed status of these buildings. Armed with photographic 
evidence, action will be taken shortly by the Conservation 
Department at Newark & Sherwood DC in a serious endeavour 
to achieve results. Local Authorities can serve an “Urgent 
Works Notice” under the terms of the 1990 Town & Country 
Planning Act, intervening if necessary to do the works 
themselves and sending the owners the bill. Most treat this as 

http://www.melbourne/
http://www.nwarkcivictrust.org.uk/


a last resort as getting paid can be difficult, corporate owners 
finding various clever ways of evasion. 
 

The Trust has launched its sixth Heritage Trail leaflet “Art Deco 
Newark”. Such is the popularity of these leaflets that No.1 “The 
Civil War Trail” launched just over three years ago with a print 
run of ten thousand, is down to a few hundred. The “Riverside 
Trail” is also running out and reprints of both are planned. 
 

The Newark Civic Awards Scheme has been running since 
2002. By this means the Trust hopes to do something to stem 
the tide of architectural losses locally, and to reward the efforts 
of those who have shown themselves to be responsible 
custodians of the built environment. 
 

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

May 2010    www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

In 1988 Ian Wells, long-standing trustee, committee member of 
the Civic Society and now EMACHS Casework Officer, 
managed to get the Council House listed, despite the fact that 
there was little enthusiasm on the part of the listing authorities 
to list classical inter-war architecture. The prevailing wisdom 
was that it was backward looking and that streamline 
‘moderne’ was the only style worth listing from the twenties 
and thirties. Pevsner was particularly scathing saying that “Not 
much can be said in favour of this kind of neo-baroque 
display”, and that “Wren had much to answer for in relation to 
the dome” (Typical pretentious bile - Ed) However Ian 
achieved Grade 2 status for the building and two years ago 
began the campaign to have it upgraded to Grade 2-Star. In 
March at long last came the letter stating that the Council 
House, Exchange Buildings and the adjoining bank had been 
granted Grade 2-Star status. It is worth quoting at length: 
 

“The buildings are considered to be an exceptional example of 
early C20th civic architecture, which have undergone little 
significant alteration since their completion in 1929. The 
buildings represent a rare example of a Corporation 
commissioning its principal building from its own architectural 
service. The buildings retain their original principal interiors 
and almost all their original fixtures and fittings, all of which are 
of consistently high quality. The special interest of the building 
is enhanced by the consistently high quality of the decorative 
art found throughout, including sculpture, murals, glass and 
plasterwork and by the range and quality of the building 
materials used in its construction. The arrangement of the civic 
facilities and commercial buildings is unusual for local 
government buildings of this date and adds considerable 
interest” 
 

Hurrah for the Council House! 
 

Nottingham City Council’s “Buildings of Local Interest List” 
contains buildings that may not meet the criteria for inclusion in 
the Statutory List but whose architectural or historic 
importance at the local level earns them the right to a degree 
of protection within the planning process as “undesignated 
heritage assets”. The most recent version dates from 1996 and 
Council officers with the task of updating have asked 
Nottingham Civic Society members for help in producing a list 
for 2010. After the end of August a draft version of the new 
Local List will be posted on the Society’s website and printed 
copies will be available for members without website access. 

Nottingham Civic Society has joined others in commenting at 
length on their Local Development Framework. In this case the 
“Greater Nottingham Aligned Core Strategy”. 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

June 2010           www.spaldingcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

A block of flats proposed for Wisover Road, Spalding has been 
condemned by the Civic Society as a “formless lump” (You all 
know what they mean) Planning officers recommended it to 
the Planning Committee as “a well thought out scheme” but 
Councillors deferred a decision calling for revisions. The 
Society hopes this will not mean tinkering, as the whole 
scheme needs a serious rethink.  
 

 Equally irritating was the response of planners to the latest 
version of the Food Centre frontage on Red Lion Street. In 
spite of designs that manifestly do not comply with the 
Council’s demand for a main entrance that would provide a 
focus for the building and attract people from the Market Place, 
planning officers recommended approval and the Development 
Control Committee duly approved them. 
 

It’s not all bad news. In an interesting article entitled “Much 
Appreciated” the Society thanks: St Nicholas & St. Mary’s 
Church for restoration of its handsome 18th Century wrought 
iron gates, Hill’s Furniture Store for a new shop front and 
fascia appropriate for this listed building’s historic frontage, HM 
Courts Service for the restored forecourt to the Sessions 
House, the Food Centre contractors for thoughtfully providing 
hording viewing holes at different heights, South Holland DC 
for exercising their powers to deal with rubbish and fly-tipping 
on private property, and their Grounds Maintenance Team for 
the meticulous upkeep of the Town’s Cemetery. 
 

Spalding & District CS is getting together with other local 
societies to comment on their Local Development Framework, 
which in this case will cover South Holland District Council and 
Boston Borough Council’s areas. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The East Midlands Association of Civic and Heritage Societies 
originated with The Midlands Amenity Societies Association founded 
in 1987 to represent societies registered with the former Civic Trust.  
 

Chairman EMACHS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman EMACHS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary EMACHS, Chairman Hinckley Civic Society & Hon. 
Secretary Leicester Civic Society: Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, 
Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10 2TL. Ph: 07703-459028. 
chairman@hinckleycivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer EMACHS, Editor EMACS MAGAZINE & Chairman 
Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph: 01509-520904. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 

Society Casework Advisor & Hon. Treasurer Nottingham Civic 
Society: Ian Wells, 4a Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, Nottingham, NG3 
2PR. Ph: 0115-950-4464. ianwells@thorneywoodfslife.co.uk 
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