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MEMBERSHIP 
 

At our AGM in April this year our future existence became 
dependant solely on membership subscriptions, and we 
wrote to all Societies with the offer of £18 membership for 
2010-11, increasing to £24 in 2011-12. This was calculated 
on the basis of a membership of about 50 Societies. 
 

Since then Beeston, Boston, Bull Bridge & Saw Mills, 
Chapel-en-le-Frith, Dronfield, Grantham, Grimsby and 
Cleethorpes, Heckington, Horncastle, Kibworth Harcourt, 
Leicester, Loughborough, Market Harborough, Melbourne, 
Melton Mowbray, Nottingham, Repton, Retford, Southwell, 
Wellingborough, Wigston, and Wymondham and 
Edmondthorpe have all joined the Association. However 
this is only 22 renewals over a six-month period. 28 
societies have made no response whatsoever and our 
Treasurer has now written to these societies again making 
a further appeal. With membership as it now stands 
annual subscriptions would have to be increased to about 
£50 to enable The Association to continue its activities at 
any meaningful level. However your officers do not 
consider this to be a reasonable sum of money to ask 
Societies to contribute. The alternative would be to wind 
up The Association, which we hope you will agree would 
be a tragedy after our first ten successful years. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NEXT YEAR 
 

With the reinstatement of membership by subscription new 
members joining on or after 15th January will receive up to 
fifteen months membership. Renewal notices for the 2011-
2012 year will be issued on 15th March with subscriptions due 
at the AGM just over one month later. Reminder letters will be 
issued on 15th June but memberships not renewed by the July 
meeting will be deemed expired. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

LOOKING TO OUR FUTURE. 
 

In this edition of EMACHS Magazine we welcome 
contributions from potential new members for the first time. 
Neither The Friends of Elvaston nor the Darley Abbey Society 
were members of the former Civic Trust but we are very happy 

to include their news and we look forward to hearing from them 
and other societies new to the Association in the future. 
 

Your officers have so far identified thirty-one such societies 
across the East Midlands and we shall be writing to them to 
invite membership once we are satisfied that the crisis 
generated by poor renewal rates of existing members is over. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ASSOCIATION EVENTS. 
 

Saturday. 17th July: General Meeting at the Framework 
Knitters Museum, Wigston, Leicestershire, as the guests of 
Wigston Civic Society.  Dr. Anthony Streeten, Director of 
English Heritage, East Midlands Region, give a succinct and 
highly informative talk on the new PPS5 Government 
Guidelines: Planning and the Historic Environment and we 
enjoyed lunch in the pub next door. Members then split into 
two parties for a guided walk of historic Wigston or a 
fascinating tour of the Museum. Thank you to Wigston for 
being such good hosts. 

 

Saturday 16th October: All day training and information session 
in Nottingham as we go to print. Modules on Society 
Casework, Handling of Appeals and Heritage Open Days are 
all promised. 
 

Saturday 27th November: Proposed Civic Voice Seminar on 
“Street Clutter” in Nottingham. Contact Hilary Silvester at 
Nottingham Civic Society for further details. 
 

Saturday 15th January 2011: Rutland’s turn. Watch this space. 
 

Saturday 16th April: Tenth AGM in Nottinghamshire.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

August 2010                     www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Living Streets (The Pedestrian Association) is 80 years old this 
year and Beeston & District Civic Society is a corporate 
member. Does our attitude to traffic have to be 
confrontational? How about collaboration for a change? What 
areas in Beeston would be suitable for a 20 mph speed limit? 
A pedestrian hit by a vehicle at 20 mph has a 97% chance of 
survival. As speeds increase that chance falls steeply. By 35 
mph 50% will loose their lives. If traffic is travelling at 20 mph 
pedestrians feel confident to cross the road, children can play 
outdoors and the roar of traffic does not drown conversation. 
None of these facts is new or surprising, but only recently have 
people begun to ask whether speed limits on our streets are 
appropriate to their purpose.  
 

Beeston & District CS put in an appearance at the annual 
Beeston Carnival, complete with new banner, waterproof 
gazebo and exhibition of their work. The weather was good 
and the event was once again hugely successful thanks to the 
commitment and dedication of those who helped. 
 

A Refreshments Room has opened on Beeston Station and 
the station was highly commended by this year’s East 
Midlands Trains Best Station Awards. The CS feels that this 
justifiably reflects the friendly and helpful staff that work there. 
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Work continues on the Blue Plaque Scheme and the first of 
these to T .H. Barton, the founder of Barton’s Buses, was in 
place by Heritage Open Days. 
 

Investigative work on the proposed Beeston Station/Dovecote 
Lane Conservation Area is ongoing and has brought to light 
what is believed to be a chapel in one of the gardens. 
 
Planning their successful Heritage Open Days and their winter 
season of meetings continues to take up a lot of Civic Society 
time and this year includes some really professional leaflets 
with full details and membership. 

 
DARLEY ABBEY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
Autumn 2010         www.darleyabbey.com/dasintro 
 

A new mood has been detected at Derby City Council. The 
new Chief Executive seems to recognise the benefits of 
preserving our built heritage and the potential it has for tourism 
and economic regeneration. An early manifestation of this is 
the abolition of ‘Derby Cityscape’ and the setting up of a 
regeneration fund for the City. One of the first projects that 
could benefit from this is the Darley Abbey Regeneration 
Strategy. Money is to be provided for the repair of the Stable 
Block in Darley Park and for work to start on repairing some of 
the mill buildings. This seems to add up to pretty good news 
for the Society. However, it doesn’t mean they can relax their 
guard. As the economy picks up, pressure for new building will 
start to increase leading to a surge in planning applications. 
Each one will have to be scrutinized in the light of PPS5. 
 

The Darley Abbey & Nutbrook Nature Reserve has new notice 
boards, which were constructed and erected by the Derbyshire 
Probation Trust with the help of a grant from the 
Neighbourhood Board. Each of the three boards bears the 
nature reserve’s logo.  The Society hopes to get some leaflet 
holders to mount on them shortly. A leaflet about the nature 
reserve has been printed with generous support from Derby 
City Council. 
 

Visitors to Darley Park will have noticed that the Park Terrace 
by the café has been fenced off with security fencing. Recent 
investigations have revealed that the terrace is built over the 
vaulted brickwork of the old cellars of the Hall which were filled 
in when the Terrace was built. 50 years of rainwater has 
eroded and corroded the arch brickwork and mortar, which has 
started to collapse. Radar surveys show large voids under 
much of the terrace and many of the pillars are standing on 
very little. The debate is whether to dig it out or repair it 
perhaps by pumping concrete into the voids. Whatever is 
decided there will be debates with archaeologists over what 
might be found and how the Council might proceed. There is 
also the problem of finding the money for this in difficult times.  
 

Members of the Society have been concerned about the 
amount of traffic in Darley Abbey, and associated parking 
issues, for some time now, and it is an issue that has been 
raised regularly at meetings. Various ideas have been put 
forward with the aim of improving matters. Solutions to the 
problems of traffic in Darley Abbey are not easy, as many of 
the ideas that have already been suggested also have 
disadvantages.  Notwithstanding this, the society believes 
there are measures, which could be taken to improve matters. 

DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Summer 2010                     www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Communities Secretary, Eric Pickles has issued a statement 
urging local authorities to cut unnecessary road signs to make 
streets tidier and safer. Mr Pickles commented, "Our streets 
are losing their English character. We are being overrun by 
scruffy signs, bossy bollards, patchwork paving and railed off 
roads, wasting taxpayers' money that could be better spent on 
fixing potholes or keeping council tax down. We need to cut 
the clutter”. Mr. Pickles and Transport Secretary Philip 
Hammond have written to council leaders nationwide calling 
on them to remove clutter. The government is urging the public 
to get involved by carrying out street audits and lobbying their 
councils and this is an ideal role for Civic Societies. 
 

Dronfield Civic Society recently supported local residents in 
opposing a retrospective planning application for the re-
grading of land as two football pitches for The Akademy Sports 
Centre on Callywhite Lane. The site is in the green belt near to 
Frith Wood.  The Civic Society was shocked and disappointed 
that, in spite of thirty-two letters of objection from residents, 
Dronfield Town Council and a petition, and with no letters of 
support, planning permission was still granted. 
 
No one questions the right of a Local Planning Authority to 
make these anti-social decisions but there is too much of this 
sort of thing still going on. Councillors need reminding that 
PPS5 places a new onus on them to respect the wishes of 
local communities in coming to their decisions – Ed. 
 

Aldi have formally applied for planning permission for their 
proposed new store at the Lucas Works on Sheffield Road. 
They have already held a public consultation on their initial 
plans and are now inviting further comment to which Dronfield 
Civic Society will be responding in detail. 
 

Dronfield CS has consistently pressed North East Derbyshire 
District Council about the poor state and maintenance of the 
Civic Centre recycling bins and is therefore very pleased to 
see the recent considerable improvements. Many of the 
problems are still caused by a minority of inconsiderate and 
careless users but the Civic Society will continue to work with 
the Local Councils to monitor the site.  
 

A number of Society members have expressed concerns 
about recent work in Frith Wood, which has created a wide 
track surfaced with hard-core and recycled materials. The 
Three Valleys Project Officer will therefore be attending a 
public meeting called by Dronfield CS to explain the plans. 
 

Friends of Dronfield Station continue their efforts to maintain 
and improve the station. A recent addition is a handsome 
wooden bench in memory of Harry Sykes, Dronfield Station’s 
last signalman, on which passers-by can now take a breather 
and enjoy the splendid station flower displays. 
 
Thanks are due to a member of the Civic Society who donated 
4,000 crocus bulbs for planting in the Eckington Road grass 
verge at Coal Aston. Once again the Society will also be 
planting daffodil bulbs in various parts of the Town. 
 

Dronfield Civic Society has donated £200 to the appeal to 
establish a permanent Coal Aston War Memorial. 



FRIENDS OF ELVASTON           www.friendsofelvaston.co.uk 
 

Friends of Elvaston Castle have produced a film that illustrates 
the enormous scale and effect of the planned changes to 
Elvaston Castle Country Park if Derbyshire County Council 
leases it to developers. They are asking all supporters to view 
the film. For the first time they will be able to actually see the 
areas where sweeping and damaging changes are planned. 
These changes will come as a shock to many who use the 
park. The film may be viewed on the Friends website. 
 

KIBWORTH HARCOURT 
 

It would be churlish of us not to congratulate Kibworth on the 
national TV sensation of Michael Wood’s “Story of England” 
that so successfully captures two thousand years in the history 
of the village and uses the people of Kibworth to bring that 
history to life. The series itself will become a priceless historic 
record of the village. Well done Kibworth! 
 
MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

July 2010   www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

East Midlands Airport allows higher night noise levels than any 
other UK airport. The maximum noise an aircraft is allowed to 
make varies from 82 decibels at Luton to 87 at Birmingham 
and the London airports, regardless of aircraft size. By 
contrast, EMA sets a maximum of 92 decibels for large aircraft, 
nearly 4 times louder than other airports on a logarithmic 
scale. This means that night take offs by fully laden Boeing 
747s are banned at other airports, and EMA is alone in 
applying a policy to allow take offs by such noisy aircraft.  
 

This policy stems from the Airport Master Plan, which forecast 
huge growth in overnight freight and projected a need to use 
B747s. Certainly the policy is more designed to facilitate 
growth than to protect local people from noise. These 
forecasts proved totally unrealistic – the amount of freight has 
not increased in the last five years. None of the current 
operators at EMA uses B747s, and none has indicated plans 
to introduce such aircraft. So EMA’s policy to allow very large 
aircraft to take off at night seems unnecessary and outdated. 
Nonetheless, at a recent ICC meeting, airport management 
reiterated their determination to maintain this policy, despite 
strong objections from local residents’ groups.  
 

The Airport Master Plan is due for revision in 2011. The Civic 
Society hopes the new plan will not include the wildly inflated 
freight growth forecasts of the last, and will thus omit the 
imperative for large night freighters. EMA may then be able to 
apply sensible night noise limits similar to other airports. The 
Society will be pressing the Airport to take this opportunity to 
reduce the maximum noise levels currently allowed. 
 

It’s been an excellent summer for walking around Melbourne 
and many local paths are reported to be in a good state, 
especially those on the Melbourne Estate. The path between 
the Pool and Woodhouses is now been reinstated. The path 
between Station Road and Wilson Lane is walkable, and some 
repairs to stiles have taken place. 
 

Well done to Melbourne Girl Guides for their May Day 
decoration of the Holy Well. A lot of hard work and enthusiasm 
went into their picture celebrating a century of the Guides. Is 
this the start of a May Day tradition one wonders? 

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

September 2010     www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

It is good to see that conservation is gaining greater 
prominence on the City’s planning agenda. The well-being of 
Nottingham’s historic environment is integral to the work of 
Nottingham Civic Society and it has welcomed recent 
emphasis on conservation issues. The most recent 
consultation documents in the on-going review of Conservation 
Areas cover Old Lenton (designated 1978) and New Lenton 
(designated 1976) and comprise detailed descriptions of the 
areas, the reasons for designation and management plans. 
There are also proposals to extend both conservation areas, 
which give further protection. The authors of “Old Lenton” 
express disapproval of the awful 1960’s block constructed at 
the back of the 1898 villa at 243 Derby Road. The extension of 
conservation areas should enable the Society to work to 
protect such buildings from similar depredation in what are 
supposed to be more enlightened times. 
 

It is also encouraging to see that new conservation areas are 
being researched and created by the City Council. One such 
was recently agreed by a recent meeting of the Development 
Control committee, who agreed that the Sutton Passeys 
Crescent development should receive conservation area 
protection. The area, which was built to meet the inter-war 
demand for popular housing, retains most of its ‘garden city’ 
feel, with plenty of trees, grassed areas and old privet hedges. 
There is even a village green with shops (original fronts) and 
even that present day rarity – a post office. There has been 
urgency in creating this conservation area, as inappropriate 
dormers and non-matching roof materials threaten a number of 
the houses, predominately bungalows. 
 

There are of course a number of other areas in Nottingham, 
which the Civic Society say could benefit from being 
conservation areas and which the Society feels have the 
criteria to qualify as such. Some years ago they commissioned 
a study of the Old Meadows area and continue to press that 
this should be designated. There was good news from the 
Meadows recently with the listing of the Victoria Embankment 
Bandstand. More recently the Society has raised the possibility 
of an area of Basford including St. Leodegarius Church, the 
White Swan, Murphy’s Brewery and other industrial buildings 
as being a suitable candidate for conservation area inclusion, 
and is conducting research into these buildings.  
 

Recent changes to City policies on a number of issues have 
led to changes in the direction of planning decisions in a 
number of cases, particularly in relation to the renewal of 
permissions granted a few years ago. Changes in The Park 
Conservation Area Regulations have affected decision making 
in this area; while the reviewed policy regarding the desirability 
of large and intensively developed City Centre apartment 
blocks, with large numbers of one-bed flats, has meant that the 
proposals next to the Hicking Pentecost building on London 
Road have had their renewal application refused. 
 

Recent moves by Council departments have raised concerns 
over the future of the City’s historic buildings of governance, in 
particular The Council House and The Guildhall. Rumours 
abound about the future of both buildings, with the Guildhall 
being suggested as a further annex for Nottingham Trent 
University. However the Council House is a particular cause 
for concern, as Councillors are being encouraged to move 
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their quotidian business to Loxley House, with the Council 
House only remaining for Council meetings, some committees 
and civic events. This would divorce the building from the 
purpose for which it was built and for which it stands. It 
dominates the City Centre and its great dome is a symbol of 
governance. The dome must not be allowed to become an 
empty symbol but must continue to preside over a live, working 
building in which elected members and citizens pursue the 
well-being and progress of their City. 
 

Perhaps the greatest hidden gem in Nottingham is the awe-
inspiring Park Tunnel cut largely through a high ridge of 
sandstone to link Derby Road with The Park.  Work on the 
tunnel started in 1844 but was abandoned about half way 
through. The Tunnel was finally completed by distinguished 
local architect T. C. Hine for the 5th Duke of Newcastle in 1855. 
The Derby Road entrance is still there but hidden in what first 
appears to be a forbidding underground car park beneath 
some modern apartments. However do persevere. On a bright 
sunny day this vast monument links busy Derby Road with the 
tranquillity of a Victorian Garden Suburb in just a few minutes 
walk. The transformation is breathtaking. (I found out for 
myself whilst working in Nottingham. It’s all true. Try the 
experience for yourself – Ed) 
 

Nottingham Trent University is to be congratulated on the 
redevelopment of the 1877 Arkwright and 1950 Newton 
Buildings (Both Listed Grade 2-Star) and in particular in the 
creation of the “Arkwright Quadrangle” on a former area of 
dead land between the two. Hopkins Architects Partnership 
says, “The redevelopment will secure the long term future for 
both buildings as well as providing a new entrance, social and 
teaching heart to the University’s City Centre Campus. The 
Arkwright Quadrangle has been built by the careful dismantling 
of the central wing of the Arkwright Building. Much of the 
Victorian fabric of this was salvaged for re-use in restoring and 
reworking the Quadrangle facades of the remaining perimeter 
wings. The old chemistry laboratory, at the southern end of the 
original central wing, has been retained and reused to provide 
a new multipurpose venue for dining, exhibitions, seminars 
and concerts. The creation of the Quadrangle is seen as the 
critical positive intervention that allows the Arkwright Building 
to play a meaningful part in the regeneration scheme and 
thereby secures its long-term future as an integrated part of 
the University’s flagship development.” 
 

Carrington History Trail was launched in July this year. The 
idea came from staff at Sherwood Library. The trail is about 
1.5 miles and takes about an hour to walk. Nottingham Civic 
Society says the project is a good example of what can be 
done for the benefit of local communities with the combined 
expertise and support of individuals and groups. The leaflets 
are free and can be obtained from local libraries and shops. 
 
SLEAFORD & DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERS     

   Summer & Autumn 2010 
 

Members of the Trust committee recently met with Planning 
Officers at North Kesteven District Council. This meeting led to 
an agreement whereby the Trust would once again make an 
active input into townscape design in Sleaford. They already 
comment on all major and sensitive planning applications but 
say that there is no substitute for direct dialogue and a system 
for this has now been established. 

WIGSTON CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER      Summer 2010 
 

Too many road signs detract. Wigston gains more and more 
signs but does not lose any. There are signs to “THINK BIKE”, 
and signs in Bell Street to say who has the right of way, and 
blue signs for the benefit of cyclists. A chair should be 
provided while we go through all this information.  Signs in Bull 
Head Street point the way to Bell Street shops but by the time 
you reach this sign you can see the shops anyway. Then there 
is the sign for “AYLESTONE” at the junction of Aylestone Lane 
and Leicester Road. By the time you see this you’re most likely 
in the wrong lane and in any case the sign is not pointing the 
right way. Wigston Civic Society counted the signs along Long 
Street and Leicester Road. There are sixty-two - yes sixty-two!  
Many, no doubt required by law. Put in a road hump and 
warning signs appear, though it is doubtful if they register 
amongst all the other notices.  Is there someone who takes a 
pride in decorating our streets in this manner? Do they realise 
that the more signs there are the less impact each one has. 
They are simply street clutter. (We couldn’t agree more. See 
article from Dronfield CS above – Ed) 
 

Wigston CS has photographed a hedge overhanging the 
pavement in Long Street and ivy growing across the pavement 
in Station Road. Action is to be taken.  Together with bikes and 
parked cars there will soon be nowhere safe to walk at all. This 
sort of thing is an increasingly serious concern. 
 
There is now a permanent display for Wigston Civic Society in 
the Local Studies section of Wigston Library.  
 
Finally does anyone want to run the “Horse and Trumpet”? 
Wigston CS will be very sorry to lose this excellent pub. (This 
is just sort of exciting offer reported all too infrequently in this 
publication! – Ed) 
 
THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The East Midlands Association of Civic and Heritage Societies 
originated with The Midlands Amenity Societies Association 
founded in 1987 to represent societies registered with the former 
Civic Trust.  
 
Chairman EMACHS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, 
Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. libdemernie@aol.com 
 
Vice-Chairman EMACHS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Hon. Secretary EMACHS, & Hon. Secretary Leicester Civic 
Society: Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, 
Leicestershire LE10 2TL. Ph: 07703-459028. 
howardw@gmx.co.uk 
 
Hon. Treasurer EMACHS, Editor EMACS MAGAZINE & 
Chairman Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow 
Avenue, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Ph: 01509-
520904. chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
 
Society Casework Advisor & Hon. Treasurer Nottingham Civic 
Society: Ian Wells, 4a Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, Nottingham, 
NG3 2PR. Ph: 0115-950-4464. ianwells@thorneywoodfslife.co.uk 
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