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NEW MEMBERS 
 
Membership now stands at twenty-nine societies. Twenty-
two previous Civic Trust members have failed to join. This 
gives an estimated annual loss of income of £400, which 
could be overcome by increasing membership from £24 to 
£38. However we have stated that this is not an acceptable 
option. We have identified a total of fifty non-member civic 
or heritage societies in the East Midlands. (Which figure 
therefore includes twenty-eight that never were Civic 
Trust members in the first place) We need to work at 
closing the gap by recruiting at least twenty-two of these 
societies, and this work starts now. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

BETTER MEETINGS 
 
Having produced the programme for better meetings 
outlined in EMACHS Mag No.23 we now need to go further 
to improve attendance at these meetings. To this end we 
are moving our publication date to half way between each 
meeting to give everyone six weeks notice of full details 
for the next. This means that EMACHS MAG. No.26 dated 
MARCH 2011 will appear at the end of February and give 
full details of our AGM in April. It will be issued both 
electronically and by hard copy to all members other than 
those who have requested electronic only. It will be 
followed by June, September and December issues. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ASSOCIATION EVENTS. 
 
Saturday 16th October 2010: EMACHS held its first all day 
training and information session in Nottingham. Hilary Silvester 
and Stuart Bailey presented papers on how to handle appeals, 
hearings and public enquiries. The notes of these were 
published with EMACHS MAG. No.24. Ian Wells gave a 
fascinating talk on how to get a building listed, the notes of 
which are published below. Our thanks go to Nottingham Civic 
Society for hosting a useful and informative day. However the 
turn out was extremely poor and we are taking measures to 
improve this for future meetings. (See above) 

 

Saturday 15th January 2011: The Methodist Church Hall, 
Orange Street, Uppingham, Rutland. 10.30. Guest Speaker, 
Steven Lumb, Strategic Policy Director, Boston Borough 
Council. “PLANNING & CONSERVATION”. 13.30: General 
Meeting of the Association after lunch. (All members were 
notified of full details by email in Mid-December 2010) 
 

 

Saturday 9th April: Tenth Annual General Meeting as the 
guests of Newark Civic Trust, Nottinghamshire, followed by 
general meeting after lunch. PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS 
DATE IS ONE WEEK EARLIER THAN NORMAL. Full details 
will be published in EMACHS MAG. No.26 at the end of 
February but put the date in your diaries now. 
 

Saturday 16th July: Derbyshire’s turn. Any volunteers? 
 

Saturday 15th October: All day training and information session 
as the guests of Leicester Civic Society. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

THE STATUTORY LIST 
 

Getting a building onto the Statutory List, or enhancing its 
status on the Statutory List. Notes from a seminar talk, 16th 
October 2010. 
 

1. Get the bigger picture: What is the physical and social 
history of the building and its setting?  What do you know 
about the architect or engineer? Is there a unique use of 
otherwise standard style, design, details and materials? If so 
what makes the building unique? Are there any original 
exterior or interior fixtures or fittings intact? Did someone 
famous or of national importance live there? (Or indeed 
someone locally important whose work created something of 
national importance) 
 

2. What are the architects other works: a) locally and, b) 
nationally? Give biographical details. Are any other of their 
buildings listed? Similarly a building may contain work by 
someone famous, which may give added weight to an 
application. 
 

3. Remember the usefulness of “group value” with surrounding 
listed buildings, if relevant. And therefore remember the similar 
importance of “setting”. Does the building in question “add” 
something to those other listed buildings? This might work for 
a building that, not listable in itself, contributes to the setting or 
ambience of other listed buildings. Or is there a group of 
buildings, which as a group have integrity and respond to each 
other in such a way that any intrusion on that group would 
cause a loss of integrity? Sometimes the individual buildings 
may not be listable in themselves but together they make a 
“package”. 
 

4. Get a modern architect or engineer on your side. If the 
application is in any way contentious the opposition, whether it 
be local authority or a private developer, will bring qualified 
opinion in support of their view. You must be prepared to do 
the same, or seek access to such opinion through local, 
regional or national amenity societies or their representatives. 
 

5. Identify and seek to overcome the ‘anti-listing’ opinion. ie: 
It’s not good enough, or it’s in the way of something ‘better’. 
(This shouldn’t count - but it can) It is important to generate 
public sympathy through the media and/or community groups. 
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6. Beware of English Heritage moving the goalposts. (This 
shouldn’t happen - but it does) Their processes can often be 
inconsistent. There can be a reluctance to give proper reasons 
for refusal.  Often the EH report will simply fire back the same 
facts originally given in support, as reasons for not listing.  
 

7. Do remember that you can appeal against a refusal to list a 
building. You will receive at least some reasons for the refusal 
and may be able to address these, perhaps adding new 
information if this has subsequently come to light. 
 

8. In your submission give precise details of how to gain 
access, so as to make life as easy as possible for an EH 
inspector wishing to visit the site. 
 

9. Remember the current physical condition of the building 
does not (or should not) count. 
 

10. Make PPS5 your bedtime reading! 
Ian Wells 

 
 

THE 2011 AWAYDAY 
 

VOLUNTEER MEMBER SOCIETIES WISHING TO  
HOST THE 2011 AWAYDAY PLEASE GET IN TOUCH BY  
MID-FEBRUARY. WE ARE LOOKING AT JUNE BUT AS 

USUAL ARE OPEN TO NEGOTIATION. 
 

 

THE UK ASSOCIATION OF PRESERVATION TRUSTS. 
 

The Association (APT) is the national representative body of 
Building Preservation Trusts. On behalf of EMACHS I attended 
their East Midlands Seminar at the Heritage Centre, in the 
restored former Baptist Chapel of Diseworth, Leicestershire on 
15th December. The Association’s network in our region 
consists of twenty-two Building Preservation Trusts, four of 
which are Countywide. (Northamptonshire and Rutland do not 
have their own County Trusts) 
 

In addition to their National Director and their Chairman who 
both gave informative talks, we were treated to a extremely 
interesting presentation from the Architectural Heritage Fund, 
who spoke of “Enterprise Hubs” as part of “Townscape 
Initiatives” - sounded worth following up.  Also English 
Heritage (Anthony Streeten and Paul Bodenham both on top 
form) and the Heritage Lottery Fund. This speaker confirmed 
that, as a result of increased National Lottery spending HLF 
Grants were to be increased by 18% in 2011-12, with a 
forecast increase of 25% for 2012-13. This is therefore a very 
good time to apply for an HLF Grant. 
 

Some Regional figures were of interest. The average number 
of conservation officers per local authority is currently only 1.3. 
77% of local authorities have appointed a ‘Heritage Champion’ 
from their number but only half of local authorities publish a 
‘Heritage at Risk Register’ that is publicly accessible. 
 
I signed up to “HUB” their electronic newsletter, which I shall 
forward to members. It is likely to be of particular interest to 
member societies with ‘hands on’ building restoration projects. 
Anyone wanting a copy of the paperwork please let me know. 
APT’s website is www.ukapt.org.uk 
 

Stuart Bailey 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

November 2010                      www. beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The final opening of the Tesco Store in the centre of Beeston 
is an opportunity to take stock of its impact. Traffic patterns will 
take time to settle down and the economic affect on the rest of 
the Town Centre will take a year or two to emerge. Tesco 
chose to locate ‘hard up’ against Beeston High Road. Its scale 
and visual impact is therefore inescapable. Some feel the 
scale to be oppressive but Tesco has made attempts to mollify 
criticism. The large extent of glass, together with wooden 
panels on the Station Road frontage has helped. Tree planting 
and paving have also helped to soften the impact.  
 

The two main concerns are firstly the economic impact on 
other traders in Beeston. There is the argument that Tesco will 
take business away from existing traders, some of whom may 
not survive. There are already a number of empty shops in 
The Square, which now has a very dated appearance.  
Secondly there are concerns about the ability of the existing 
road system to cope in spite of the extra provision put in place 
at the Middle Street/Station Road junction. The pedestrian 
crossing between The Square and High Road will become 
increasingly hazardous. Finally the Tram, if and when 
completed, will bring people into the centre of Beeston - but it 
will also tempt them away towards the centre of Nottingham. 
 

Beeston CS reflects on a year of events that have raised the 
public profile of the Society and that have been extensively 
reported in their newsletter. The Society is seeking the 
designation of the Station, Station Villas, Victoria Hotel, The 
Maltings and Dovecote Lane as a new conservation area and 
a bid for this has been submitted recently to Broxtowe BC. 
 

This is a bumper issue of this excellent newsletter in an 
improved format. Of the A5 style newsletters submitted to this 
publication; Beeston and Nottingham are undoubtedly the 
best.  (Now that’s done it! – Ed) 
 

DRONFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Autumn 2010       www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The conservation areas of Dronfield, Dronfield Woodhouse 
and Coal Aston have been in place for some years and their 
character assessments are dated. The Society is pleased to 
report that North East Derbyshire DC has now appointed a 
Conservation Officer. Though only part time this is a welcome 
step forward and they are meeting to discuss a review of the 
Dronfield conservation areas that she has been asked to 
undertake. This is long overdue, as the Dronfield Conservation 
Area in particular has suffered much degradation over the last 
few years due to inappropriate shop fronts and signs.  
 

Dronfield Civic Society’s Street Pride campaign has kicked off 
with a review of street signs in the town centre conservation 
area. This was conducted in conjunction with Derbyshire 
County Council Highways Department, and quite a number of 
signs and redundant posts were identified that are superfluous 
and that will be removed. The Civic Society has decided that 
their street audits should initially be confined to the three 
conservation areas. 
 

Dronfield Civic Society has now received a copy of the report 
of Derbyshire County Council traffic engineers concerning 
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traffic calming plans for the Dronfield 20 mph zone. It proposes 
to introduce a limited number of speed platforms. Most of Lea 
Road is excluded, though engineers will continue to monitor 
traffic speed. A zebra pedestrian crossing will be installed on 
Lea Road opposite the Forge and there will be an identified 
crossing on the platform above the Peel monument. These are 
all improvements to pedestrian safety but the Society 
continues to be concerned about the need for crossings at the 
bottom of Church Street and on High Street, and the absence 
of calming on Lea Road. A plan with details of the measures 
can be viewed on their web site.  
 

 Issues have been raised about the management of Frith 
Wood and the Unstone mineral line loop by the County 
Council. The main concern is the enlarged and re-surfaced 
trackways. The Civic Society met on site with the Three 
Valleys Manager, who spoke about long-term plans for the 
establishment of a Frith Wood Nature Reserve. A Society 
meeting arranged for January 12th will provide an opportunity 
to hear about and hopefully influence the plans. 
 

Users of Dronfield railway station will be aware of recent harsh 
landscaping undertaken by Network Rail. The Society has 
raised several issues with Network Rail about the severity of 
this work and the impact it has had on the landscape of the 
town, on wildlife, and on the resulting increase in train noise, 
and pointing out that this part of the town is a Conservation 
Area. Meanwhile Friends of Dronfield Station have procured a 
mining truck. Following restoration it will stand on a short 
length of track outside the station to commemorate the long 
association of Dronfield with coal mining and rail making.  
 

The Society has been working for some time with local 
businesses to urge improvements to road surfaces and 
pavements along Callywhite Lane. It continues to support 
businesses on Callywhite Lane in their efforts to tidy up this 
area of the town.  
 

The Civic Society was opposed to the Cyclamax proposal for 
an incineration plant at Dunston. This was rejected 
overwhelmingly on 19th October 2010 and is a major 
achievement for all concerned.  
 
GRANTHAM CIVIC SOCIETY   
 

www.granthamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 
Given the recent threat to Harborough Museum there is 
interesting news from Grantham. The Grantham Museum 
Heritage Association - of which Grantham Civic Society is a 
member - has secured permission from Lincolnshire County 
Council (who own the contents) to run Grantham Museum. 
  

Lincolnshire County Council earmarked Grantham, Stamford 
and Skegness museums for closure.  Business cases had to 
be prepared and decisions made. Grantham and Skegness 
were successful; Stamford unfortunately was not.  
  

It was felt vitally important to keep Museum items on show in 
the town when so many of them had been donated by 
townspeople over the years. The alternative was a store in 
Lincoln. The Association hopes they can make a go of it for the 
sake of the cultural offering of the town to the present and 
future.  There is no funding - just a kick-start grant from the 
County Council. Having got this far the Association now needs 
the commitment of the District Council - who owns the building 
– for them to proceed. 

LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 

November 2010                     www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 
 The Civic Society is forty in 2011. It sprang into life as a result 
of proposals to demolish four medieval streets to build a multi-
storey car park. No sooner was this was seen off than the 
Society had to confront the threat to destroy London Road 
Station in the interests of an office block and a shopping mall. 
The listing of this magnificent building was the first victory for 
the heritage lobby in Leicester. The developers fled and the 
City Council was furious. It has been said that such threats 
couldn’t happen now. Leicester CS says don’t you believe it!  
 

The Civic Society is just as relevant now as it was forty years 
ago. It is campaigning currently to save Sir George Gilbert 
Scott’s magnificent Church of St. Saviour. There have been 
too many historic buildings and monuments lost in Leicester in 
recent years through ignorance, apathy and wanton 
destruction and the Society say enough is enough. It will do all 
in its power to ensure that buildings such as St Saviour's are 
rescued and brought into use for future generations to enjoy. 
 

The row over proposals to destroy Aylestone Meadows Nature 
Reserve beneath all weather, floodlit football pitches continues 
to blaze away. Councillors in favour have caused great offence 
by describing opposition groups led by Aylestone Meadows 
Appreciation Society, Leicester Civic Society and Friends of 
the Earth, as “selfish”. But as all want the Meadows to remain 
open for everyone to enjoy and the Council want them for the 
sole use of two football clubs, the word selfish appears 
singularly inappropriate in this context. 
 

Only three months after the City Council renewed planning 
consent for the destruction of Thomas Cook’s Temperance 
Hotel - despite renewed objections from Leicester Civic 
Society, the Victorian Society and nearly seventy concerned 
citizens - the developers have gone into administration. 
Councillors said that any new owner could implement the 
consent within three years but failed to point out that this could 
only work if were no changes whatsoever. Any changes would 
require a new planning application, which the CS will fight. 
 

Good news at last as the Council agreed on the simultaneous 
marketing of 18th Century Braunstone Hall and land for 
enabling works to take place and that “an appropriate level of 
receipt, to be agreed, will be available towards the restoration 
of the Hall”. It was feared that the marketing of the Hall and the 
enabling works would be conducted sequentially but the actual 
procedure to be adopted should speed up the process. 
Meanwhile ‘jobsworths’ at the Council have refused The 
Restore Braunstone Hall Group permission to clean up the site 
on health & safety grounds. The Council has yet to embrace 
the ‘Big Society’ concept propounded by Central Government. 
 

Immediately after its successful Heritage Open Day Exhibition 
in September, several CS members dashed over to St. 
George’s Serbian Orthodox Church - still open for another 
hour - to gain a rare opportunity to view the impressive interior 
dating from 1821. However the Society instantly gained yet 
another problem, insomuch as the mature lime trees that grace 
the churchyard are repeatedly blocking gutters with leaf fall, 
which is causing water damage to the walls. A Conservation 
Management Plan for the churchyard is needed and the CS 
raised this issue at a meeting with the Conservation & Design 
Section of Leicester City Council, who are themselves 
investigating grant aid for full restoration of the building. 
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Following the shocking forced closure of the Early Medieval St. 
Peter’s Church, Belgrave Village, the Diocese of Leicester is at 
it again. St. Barnabas by Joseph Goddard - in his Bedford 
Park style - dates from 1886 and is Grade 2 listed. The Society 
was alerted by a Leicester Mercury article in July and 
commenced a watch for the notice of intended closure being 
nailed to the door. They were surprised in September to 
discover the Church Commissioners were already meeting to 
decide the fate of the church. The answer was that the press 
were informed only after the end of the period for notice to be 
displayed: A crafty move - and one requiring heritage bodies to 
keep an eye on every listed church in the City from now on. 
However the Society has no objection to the building being 
closed as a church and has asked the Diocesan Redundant 
Churches Uses Committee to start the long haul towards 
establishing a sustainable future for this listed building. 
 

MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2010    www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The Independent Consultative Committee is now moving 
towards discussion on the forecasts and policies to be 
included in the East Midlands Airport 2011 Master Plan. The 
very high growth forecasts of the last Master Plan now seem 
highly unlikely. In view of the current uncertain economic 
outlook, a low growth scenario may be more realistic. If the 
future of EMA is one of low growth, then the Society expects 
that night noise will not be allowed to increase beyond current 
levels, and indeed may be reduced as quieter aircraft are 
introduced. The Civic Society has already presented a 
discussion paper to the ICC, firstly challenging the Airport’s 
assumption of high traffic growth, and secondly arguing that, in 
the new Master Plan, EMA has the opportunity to implement 
more stringent control policies designed to reduce night noise.  
 

The CS met the Forestry Commission at Woodside Farm 
Ticknall in July 2010 to discuss the future of Robin Wood and 
its access issues. They were shown the cleared area and 
sections of the wood that had recovered after the removal of 
conifers five years ago. As well as removing conifers the 
Commission is planting oaks and cherry trees. Copies of the 
impressive 50-year development plan for the wood were 
issued, which describes how it will return to a mainly 
deciduous state. (As it had been before WWII) The habitats of 
raptors, owls and bats are also being protected. A tall dead 
tree has been left as a lookout post for raptors. Access to the 
bridleway and footpath through the wood is protected and both 
rights of way will be better signed in the future.  
 

Walkers can often be seen around the streets and footpaths of 
Melbourne. They make a considerable input into the local 
economy, spending their money in the cafes, pubs, and shops. 
The Civic Society says that more walkers need to be 
encouraged into the town. Melbourne must ensure that its 
paths are clearly marked and maintained. Perhaps local bed 
and breakfasts/hotels could offer walking weekend packages? 
The Civic Society has produced a new Walks Book, assisted 
with the production of a town map and has started to offer 
guided walks. Next year they will be offering walks as part of 
the National Forest Walking Festival in May, and in late June 
are thinking of offering a Walking Weekend Festival with a 
range of walks (perhaps four over the weekend). It would be 
great if Melbourne could become a “Walkers Welcome” town 
(www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk). At present there are 53 
such towns in the country - but none in Derbyshire! 

Finally, the County Council has at last appointed a footpaths 
officer for the area. Melbourne Civic Society will be working 
with her to bring more happy walkers to the town. 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2010       www.spaldingcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The Society is fifty years old and reflects on half a century of 
victories and defeats. The Civic Society originated in 1960 as a 
reaction against the demolition by Spalding UDC of Holyrood 
House. The Council acquired this 1500 riverside mansion in 
1944, as it needed a new town hall. They did nothing for fifteen 
years and then demolished the Hall to build new local 
government offices. (Does this sound familiar anyone? - Ed) 
 

It is no exaggeration to say that in the 1960’s the Society 
saved Spalding by campaigning successfully against an inner 
ring road that would have devastated the historic town centre, 
and by campaigning successfully for the present bypass, 
opened finally in 1995. (Does this too sound familiar? - Ed) 
 

Enough of the glorious - and inglorious - past! A National 
Lottery grant of over £300K has been awarded to Heritage 
Lincolnshire to survey all listed buildings and heritage sites in 
the County. It is estimated that there are 271 Grade 2 listed 
buildings at risk in Lincolnshire, representing 4.8% of the total, 
whereas the national average is 3.2%. The majority of listed 
buildings in Spalding are reasonably well maintained, though 
there are a number of anomalies, certain buildings either no 
longer exist or are shown in the wrong location on the 
Lincolnshire Heritage Website. 
 

And finally two items of bad news demonstrating that the CS is 
just as relevant to the town now as it was in 1960. The Society 
has failed in its efforts to get Johnson’s Hospital listed. They 
say that all they can do now is hope the recent mystery 
purchaser is alive to the quality of this landmark building. 
 

The District Council has scrapped the post of Conservation 
Officer. Regular meetings between the Society and the 
Planning Manager will now take the place of those they were 
wont to have taken place with the Council’s CO. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The East Midlands Association of Civic and Heritage Societies 
originated with The Midlands Amenity Societies Association founded 
in 1987 to represent societies registered with the former Civic Trust.  
 

Chairman EMACHS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. emasachair@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman EMACHS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary EMACHS, & Hon. Secretary Leicester Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Tel: 07703-459028. howardw@gmx.co.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer EMACHS, Editor EMACHS MAGAZINE & Chairman 
Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Tel: 01509-520904. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.ork.uk 
- 

Society Casework Advisor & Hon. Treasurer Nottingham Civic 
Society: Ian Wells, 4a Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, Nottingham, NG3 
2PR. Tel: 0115-950-4464. ianwells@thorneywoodfslife.co.uk 
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