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THE LOCALISM BILL EXPLAINED 
 

At our meeting in Uppingham on 15th January, guest 
speaker, Steven Lumb, Strategic Policy Director, Boston 
Borough Council, spoke on the “Localism Bill” and a brief 
summary of the Bill is included with this issue. In addition 
the DCLG publish an excellent  “Plain English Guide to 
the Localism Bill” in just 21 pages, available on their 
website. If you think this daunting it isn’t, as the full Bill 
comes to some nine volumes! 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Notice was given in EMACHS Magazine published on 
 15th January 2011, of the 10th Annual General Meeting of 

EMACHS to be held at the WHITE HART,   
MARKET PLACE, NEWARK, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  

 

On SATURDAY 9th APRIL 2011 at 10.30 am 
 

As the guests of NEWARK CIVIC TRUST 
 

In accordance with the Constitution of the Association, 
the purposes of the meeting will be: 
 

1. To receive the Annual Reports of the Chairman, Vice-
Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and Casework 
Officer. 
 

2. To elect a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, 
Hon. Treasurer and Casework Officer together with any 
other representatives of member societies, to comprise 
the Officers of the Association for 2011 - 2012. The 
existing Chairman Mr. Ernie Napier, Vice-Chairman Mrs. 
Hilary Silvester, Hon. Secretary Mr. Howard Wilkins, Hon. 
Treasurer Mr. Stuart Bailey and Casework Officer Mr. Ian 
Wells, have all indicated their willingness to stand.  
 

3. To elect an independent examiner. 
 

4. Any other business proper to the meeting and at the 
discretion of the Chairman.  
 

A General Meeting of the Association will be held at 1.30 
pm, immediately after lunch. 
 

RENEWALS 
 

Sorry folks but annual renewals at £24 are due by the AGM. 
Notice of renewals will be issued with this EMACHS Mag, or 
direct to your treasurer. Please pay promptly. Thank you. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

MORE ASSOCIATION EVENTS 
 

THE 2011 AWAYDAY: Saturday 18th June: Historic EYAM in 
the Derbyshire Peak District as the guests of EYAM VILLAGE 
SOCIETY. More details to follow but this will be a splendid day 
out, so put the date in your diaries now. 
 

Saturday 16th July: BULLBRIDGE in the DERWENT VALLEY 
WORLD HERITAGE SITE, as the guests of BULLBRIDGE & 
SAW MILLS AREA CIVIC SOCIETY. General Meeting at 
10.30 am. Guided Walk at 1.30 pm after lunch. Details in 
EMACHS Mag No.27 to be published on 1st June 2010. 
 

Saturday 15th October: ANNUAL CONFERENCE: All day 
training and information session as the guests of LEICESTER 
CIVIC SOCIETY. Details in EMACHS Mag. No. 28 to be 
published on 1st September 2010. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

February 2011.       www.spaldingcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

What makes a market town? Clearly a market at least once a 
week. The original charters for markets were based on the 
maximum distance a horse and cart could be expected to 
journey - six & two-thirds miles. A successful market has a 
diverse range of goods, providing for and meeting the needs of 
its customers. A market needs to be vibrant and welcoming. 
These days street markets are sometimes taken for granted, 
with little social value attached to them, with poorly maintained 
stalls and too often seen as a cost to the local authority. The 
thriving market at Spalding is to be cherished. With more 
people in the town centre, resulting from the refurbished Red 
Lion Street and opening of the Red Lion Quarter, it bodes well 
if Spalding can continue to value and develop its market. 
 

Spalding CS has been told that bus routes in the town cannot 
be improved. Chairman Robert West unashamedly gets on his 
“political hobby horse” and says that if Spalding had an 
effective Town Council this could be discussed. An effective 
Town Council would be able to lead debate, consultations and 
implementation for everyone’s aspirations for a vibrant town.  
 

Renewed leisure facilities for Castle Sports Field are being 
proposed. The Civic Society would welcome a public debate 
on the need to increase public open space of which Spalding 
has a 46% shortfall of minimum green open space inside and 
around the town. The revised Castle Field proposals for 
Spalding appeared just before Christmas and are a 
considerable improvement on those that caused such a furore 
in 2009. However a large part of the informal green space 
would still be lost to all-weather football pitches and up to a 
quarter of the current leisure area would be sold for a housing 
development. The Civic Society says these aspects of the 
proposals are clearly unacceptable. 

http://www.eastmidcivicsocieties.org.uk/
http://www.spaldingcivicsociety.org.uk/


RETFORD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS         2011 
 

Retford Civic Society continues with exciting projects to 
preserve and enhance the heritage of the town. The Society’s 
achievements this year are remarkable; the major project of 
partial re-roofing of St. Swithun’s Church, restoration of the 
mosaic laundry sign in Grove Street and the start of 
improvement works for the Market Square and for the gardens 
at Goodwin Hall. 
 

Having worked closely with Bassetlaw District Council to 
achieve funding to visually and practically improve the Market 
Square, the Society is pleased that work has now started 
despite the dreadful weather conditions the Council and the 
contractor have had to deal with. 
 

Once again in partnership with the local authority, Retford CS 
has successfully brought in funding from the County Council 
Local Improvement Scheme for a community garden in Kings 
Park at the rear of Goodwin Hall. The Lions have provided 
school children with 200 tulip bubs, which they have put into 
pots to plant out in the garden during the spring, adding a 
further dimension to this green-flag winning park. 
 

The Civic Society says it is good to see some positive 
developments at the Banana Warehouse on Moorgate. 
Developers have bought the site, demolished part of the 
building to make it safe and removed the scaffolding. A future 
for this building has been the subject of vigorous campaigning 
by the Society for many years.  
 

There are other concerns; the building on the corner of Grove 
Street and Breadsall’s Row, St. Alban’s Church and the former 
King Edward VI School. This is a major concern as water 
damage and vandalism are taking their toll of the building. 
 

The Civic Society has introduced the presentation of Buildings 
Awards. Nominations are received for any building that has 
been significantly improved and is seen as being of benefit to 
the local community. 
 

In September 2010 Retford CS organised its third Heritage 
Open Day, which was a great success. There were four guided 
tours giving an insight into Retford’s history and architecture, 
and a record number of buildings were open to the public. 
There were vintage stagecoach trips, vintage bus tours, canal 
boat trips, Morris men and marching bands.  It’s all quite 
breathtaking - but the society says it intends to do even better 
in 2011. From the description given one wonders how? If your 
society wants to know what can be achieved for Heritage 
Open Days then look no further than Retford. 
 

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

January 2011                      www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Two of Nottingham’s most important historic areas are in need 
of the sort of protection, which the new PPS5 can provide and 
the Society is campaigning currently for the principals that 
PPS5 sets out. The Lace Market, and in particular High 
Pavement, are both taking a battering. County House, the 
former Judges’ Lodgings, for which the Civic Society had high 
hopes, is on hold and has had to be protected against theft 
and vandalism merely to retain its fabric, let alone consider 
restoration. In addition to this, and as result of a recent 
planning appeal, permission was renewed for a new building to 
be squeezed in between High Pavement Chapel (The Pitcher 

& Piano) and Nottingham Contemporary Arts, which will totally 
obscure the wonderful view of the Chapel from the art gallery 
staircase. People regard this view as one of the most 
imaginative features of the gallery - so do go and experience it 
whilst it lasts. 
 
The most alarming assault on the Lace Market, on Nottingham 
and on its history, comes from the recent proposal for filling in 
the ‘gap’ next to 54-56 High Pavement, which is of a totally 
inappropriate scale and design, and would adversely impact 
on the significance of heritage assets in this quarter of the 
conservation area. The view from the London Road approach 
to the Island presents a palimpsest of the City’s history, from 
the sandstone cliff through ancient St. Mary’s Church to the 
merchant houses and lace warehouses. From the east of the 
Island and adjacent streets it appears that the view of St. 
Mary’s would be blocked and the Civic Society is actively 
campaigning to protect this important central site. 
 

Whilst not having such a dramatic effect on Nottingham’s 
historic environment, recent proposals for the Derby Road 
border of The Park Estate, would nevertheless have a 
detrimental effect on this conservation area, which is 
recognised not only locally but also nationally as a most 
important 19th Century suburban development. Two proposals 
for renewal of planning consent have recently come to appeal. 
One, yet to be heard, involves demolition of a late 19th Century 
house and redevelopment of the site, while the other, which 
has now received a decision, involved the earlier building now 
Walton’s Hotel, where the Planning Inspector considered that 
the extension was inappropriate to the building and the 
conservation area. Nottingham City Council has appreciated 
the assistance of the Civic Society in giving expert advice at 
appeal hearings. 
 

The Society has been consulted recently over a proposal by 
the University of Nottingham to site experimental wind turbines 
at Grove Farm, adjacent to the River Trent, Beeston Canal and 
Attenborough Nature Reserve. The Society has responded 
with a number of strong objections: 
 
1. The visual impact and noise impact on local residents and 
on visitors to the Nature Reserve. 
 
2. The increasing doubt of the efficacy of wind turbines as 
power generators. 
 
3. Most importantly the impact on wildlife and biodiversity, not 
only on the Nature Reserve but also on the River Trent as a 
bird migration route. Wind turbines would create a collision risk 
but would also affect winds and could blow birds off course on 
their journey up river to breeding and wintering grounds. 
 

If all of the above sounds like doom and gloom maybe the 
plans for the Middle Pavement and Middle Hill corner of the 
Broad Marsh Centre will help to lighten things up a little. The 
proposal is to reconfigure the Middle Pavement Entrance so 
that it would be set back, with paving to suggest the entrance 
to a narrow street. It cannot sadly, bring back lost Drury Hill but 
perhaps we can have a hint. 
 

The Civic Society is planning a small memorial to another 
sadly missed icon of Old Nottingham, with a plaque to 
commemorate the Black Boy Hotel on Long Row. Primark 
have agreed to erection of the plaque on their shop front. 



MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

January 2011    www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

An enthusiastic and determined group set out on the Civic 
Society Annual Litter Pick in November. It was cold but fine 
and members dispersed in all directions to do their duty. As 
usual they found plenty to fill their rubbish sacks but it was felt 
that the problem was not as bad as in previous years. 
However the fact that the Council sweeper truck had been 
doing the pavements only a few days previously might have 
had some bearing on the matter. Or perhaps the ever-efficient 
lengthman has been getting even more zealous in his duties.  
 

Melbourne Civic Society is holding a “Walking Festival” over 
the weekend of 25th & 26th June as part of their contribution to 
Civic Voice’s National Civic Day.  The aim is to offer three 
walks per day with a Town Walk on Saturday. They are looking 
at offering a long walk and two shorter ones on each day. All 
walks will start at the Melbourne Leisure Centre and further 
details will appear on their website. Do join them if you can. 
Melbourne is centrally placed, a very attractive little town - and 
it’s splendid walking country. 
 

Towards the end of 2010 concern was raised as to the stability 
and safety of the Monument to the 1832 Reform Act in Castle 
Square, Melbourne. The Parish Council seemed reluctant to 
accept responsibility for the structure, so to get things moving 
the Civic Society agreed to fund the cost of a report from a 
structural engineer, which they hoped would set things in 
motion. A meeting was held on the 4th of November attended 
by the Society, members of the Parish Council and engineers 
from Rodgers Leask. It was established that the Monument 
was safe, although it was recommended that the joints be re-
pointed to prevent further ingress of water. A specialist 
contractor was also recommended. Since then the Parish 
Council have made enquires into the feasibility of relighting. 
The recent spell of extreme weather has not improved matters.  
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 

March 2011                             www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Proposed City Council budget cuts, in particular the proposals 
to charge museum admissions to non-city residents and the 
threat to actually close four out of six museums, generated a 
storm of protest led by Leicester Civic Society, Friends of 
Jewry Wall Museum, Leicester Museums Technology 
Association and Leicestershire Archaeological & Historical 
Society. Both proposals would have reduced the city to the 
status of a grubby little provincial backwater and have created 
a cultural desert in which to try and educate its children. 
Councillors quickly dropped these hot coals but this happens 
every few years and the Civic Society has now written to the 
Head of the Museums Service calling for strategic planning in 
museum development to prevent any reoccurrence.  
 

The Society has also written to the Director of Planning & 
Economic Development, criticising proposals to cut qualified 
staff in Conservation & Design, on whom planning officers - 
and the people of Leicester - are heavily dependant if informed 
decisions on the historic built environment are to be made. 
 

There has been growing concern over the deteriorating 
condition of the splendid 1885 Coffee House, constructed by 
Edward Burgess, on the corner of Church Gate and East 
Gates. The owners have now submitted a planning application 

that includes restoration of the timber facade, which is 
welcome. However for some strange reason they also propose 
painting the entire facade in a uniform dark grey, and with a 
large bright orange facia to East Gates. The Civic Society has 
made representations to planning officers and hope that 
common sense will prevail. 
 
On 9th and 30th November 2010 two further “accidental” fires 
destroyed remaining fragments of the historic All Saints 
Brewery complex. Leicester City Council said it would serve a 
repair notice under Section 215 of the Planning Act but never 
got around to doing it before either fire, and this heritage asset 
is now effectively lost. Both Leicester Civic Society and English 
Heritage are extremely angry. The naivety of the City Council 
Planning Committee was responsible for this debacle. 
Everyone else could see what was coming. The remaining 
parts of All Saints Conservation Area are now at grave risk of 
permanent loss of character. The Conservation Area may well 
have to be de-designated, as there is so little left intact. This 
would be a tragic first for Leicester. 
 

The Civic Society has responded at length to the amended 
plans submitted by the City Council for Aylestone Meadows 
Nature Reserve. The plans are little different in proposed effect 
from those originally submitted. They still represent irreversible 
damage to the Nature Reserve by the imposition of all-weather 
football pitches, car parking, fencing and floodlighting. The 
revised ecology assessment still fails to answer the underlying 
concerns expressed by Natural England, Friends of the Earth, 
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust and RSPB in their 
own submissions. 
 

Good news! On 12th November 2010 English Heritage finally 
responded to the Civic Society’s application of June 2009 and 
granted listed building protection to all street level parts of 
Trubshaw’s magnificent London Road Railway Station. 
Significantly this includes the Station Street façade, which is 
intact but hidden behind the 1930 Parcels Office Building. 
 

Regrettably there is still no word from English Heritage on the 
application made in July 2009 for upgrading of the historic 
Friar’s Mill on Bath Lane. They have now been sitting on this 
application for nearly 21 months. 
 

More good news! Congratulations to everyone who voted for 
Leicester Market, now winner of the National Market 
Authority’s Award for the Best Market in Britain for two out of 
the last three years. 
 
The Civic Society was asked to comment on the City Centre 
Car Parking Strategy and a mass of information was provided 
for them to do so. However this apparently boring exercise 
revealed that by 2016 the City Centre will have a nett 
oversupply of 4,475 car spaces, and that this figure assumes 
zero impact of City Council Green Transport Policies. Naturally 
the Society will be reminding the Council of these facts as 
appropriate opportunities arise. 
 

Finally by complete contrast the all important Local Transport 
Plan was kept as quiet as possible and one only found out 
about it by reading Leicester City Council’s “Link” Magazine. 
However Leicester Civic Society is an enthusiastic follower of 
any publication packed with things the City Council would like 
people to believe, so they didn’t miss the opportunity to 
comment at length. 

http://www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk/


BURBAGE HERITAGE GROUP NEWSLETTER 
 

Winter 2010/11              www.burbageheritage.co.uk 
 

We welcome Burbage Heritage Group from Leicestershire and 
their latest regular newsletter.  This is an attractive A4 eight 
pages in colour with heaps of information on the village, its 
people and its history.  
 

2010 marked the tenth anniversary of the establishment of 
Burbage Heritage Group and their December meeting was a 
refection on the success of those ten years. As part of the 
Millennium celebrations, lottery money was made available to 
County Councils to encourage local groups and individuals at 
parish level to collect and collate information about their 
locality and environment, and Leicestershire County Council 
made money available over a three-year period through its 
Parish Wardens scheme. 
 

An inaugural meeting was held in December 2000 which 
nineteen attended and it was obvious that there was sufficient 
interest in Burbage for people to get themselves involved with 
natural history, footpaths, the built environment, and how 
Burbage had developed from a tiny, rural farming community 
into a large residential area, adjacent to the market town of 
Hinckley whilst still retaining its village identity.  
 

The Lottery money made available helped pay for room hire, 
administration and speakers to enable the group to expand its 
knowledge. A great deal of help was received from 
Leicestershire Environmental Services. 
 
Over subsequent meetings a committee was formed and a 
constitution agreed. The name Burbage Heritage Group was 
agreed and a logo designed. By February 2001 there were 
proposals for the first display at Burbage Common Open Day 
to go ahead and members began to collate information from 
maps and photographs, and undertake field surveys. 
 

Foot and Mouth problems put paid to the field surveys but the 
Common Open Day display went ahead, and the group’s early 
historical work resulted in an exhibition about the origins of the 
National School being held during Arts Festival Week in May 
2001 at the Millennium Hall. Several hundred visitors to that 
exhibition gave encouragement to the group that there was 
genuine interest from local people to know more about the 
history of Burbage and its people.  
 
The first “Around Old Burbage” night was organised for 
November 2001 and was another resounding success. From 
these early beginnings the Group has gone from strength to 
strength. 
 

Lottery funding finished in 2004 but the Heritage Group had 
become self-funding by then. However the Country Council 
successfully bid for additional funding and the Group was 
awarded £15,700 in 2004 for a three-year project to record the 
history of Burbage Cricket Club. This enabled them to 
purchase much needed computer equipment, recording 
equipment and cameras. 
 
Burbage Heritage Group proves that it is well worthwhile 
EMACHS recruiting village groups. They often have a style of 
involvement in their communities that other groups can gain 
from but miss out, as they are often isolated from each other. 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

February 2011        www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The latest newsletter of Beeston & District Civic Society is 
dominated by a five page report, replete with maps and 
photographs, on their proposals for a new conservation area at 
Beeston Station to include the Victoria Hotel, The Maltings and 
parts of Station Villas, Barton Street and Dovecote Lane. This 
has now gone to Broxtowe Borough Council as a submission 
for designation. To achieve this a sub-committee was formed, 
with representatives from the Civic Society and Beeston Local 
History Society. Much information was gathered, including 
from the Beeston and Nottingham libraries, the County 
Archives and those of Nottingham University. Publications 
were tapped as well as the Web, in particular a comprehensive 
website on the history of Beeston. Particularly important 
events were the enclosure of 1809 and the coming of the 
Midland Counties Railway in 1839. This led to the growth of a 
residential suburb around the station.  
 

The sub-committee have done their work well and there are 
high hopes for the creation of a new conservation area. 
However Broxtowe BC have already said inclusion of The 
Maltings would not be appropriate. This sort of reaction is 
disheartening for all those who have put work into such 
projects, and whose submissions have not been made lightly. 
Local authorities will often claim that they lack the resources to 
designate new conservation areas. But if the initial submission 
has been well prepared, and Beeston Station clearly has been 
well prepared, then it constitutes a Conservation Appraisal and 
effectively does the major first stage of the local planning 
authority’s work for them. 
 

EMACHS would very much like to hear more on the varied 
experiences of member societies attempting to create new, or 
extend existing conservation areas. It would make a good topic 
at our Leicester Conference in October. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
The East Midlands Association of Civic and Heritage Societies 
originated with The Midlands Amenity Societies Association founded 
in 1987 to represent societies registered with the former Civic Trust.  
 

Chairman EMACHS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. emasachair@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman EMACHS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary EMACHS, & Hon. Secretary Leicester Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Tel: 07703-459028. howardw@gmx.co.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer EMACHS, Editor EMACHS MAGAZINE & Chairman 
Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Tel: 01509-520904. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Society Casework Advisor & Hon. Treasurer Nottingham Civic 
Society: Ian Wells, 4a Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, Nottingham, NG3 
2PR. Tel: 0115-950-4464. ianwells@thorneywood.fslife.co.uk 

mailto:hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk

