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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS 
 
On 25th March a ruling was made in the High Court that should 
have momentous consequences. Last year Lancaster City 
Council gave permission for demolition of the historic Mitchell’s 
Brewery Building. National charity SAVE Britain’s Heritage 
(www.savebritainsheritage.org) took them to court claiming that 
the European Directive on Environmental Impact Assessments 
overruled the UK Secretary of State’s "demolition direction" 
which exempted demolition from planning controls unless the 
building concerned was listed, within a Conservation Area or 
was a dwelling house. SAVE lost the case but then went to the 
High Court on appeal. Here they won, the court ruling that the 
European Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 
supersedes UK law. Therefore with effect from 25th March: a) 
ALL demolitions will require a consent from the Local Planning 
Authority, and b) Any demolition proposals that are considered to 
have a "significant" effect on the environment will have to be 
subject to an EIA. In respect of the historic built environment 
PPS5 clearly defines "significance" as: 
 

"The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations 
because of its heritage interest. That interest may be 
archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic" 
 

Whereas listed buildings, all buildings in conservation areas and 
all housing already require consent for demolition, other 
demolitions of significance must now be defined by local 
planning authorities, or developers wishing to demolish must ask 
them for an “EIA Screening Opinion” as a precursor to the 
planning process. This is a golden opportunity for Civic Societies 
to press their LPA’s for definition of all buildings on their local 
interest list to be identified as being of “significance” and 
therefore requiring an EIA before demolitions are allowed. These 
buildings effectively become ‘locally designated heritage assets’. 
 

Many LPA’s will drag their feet over this but Civic Societies 
should be prepared to remind them that a and b above are now 
UK law and press them for the enhanced level of protection that 
could be afforded to buildings on local interest lists. 

 

ASSOCIATION EVENTS 
 

Saturday 18th June: THE 2011 AWAYDAY: Historic EYAM in the 
DERBYSHIRE PEAK DISTRICT as the guests of EYAM 
VILLAGE SOCIETY. Even if you haven’t heard of Eyam before 
you will have certainly heard of the reason why it is famous. - 
The Great Plague. “A tissue, a tissue - we all fall down”. The 
village is best known for being the ‘plague village’ that chose to 
isolate itself when the disease was discovered there in August 
1665, rather than let the infection spread. Full details of the 
programme for the day, including maps, have already been 
issued to member societies and are summarised below: 
 

10:30am: Arrive Eyam Museum (free car park opposite) Museum 
Tour (£2.00 adults, £1.50 concessions) Eyam Museum opened 
in 1994 and includes exhibits on local history in general and the 
1665 Plague outbreak in particular. 
 

11:30am: Guided Tour of the village by Eyam Village Society 
 

12:30pm: Lunch, Miners’ Arms, local café - or bring a picnic. 
 

2:00pm: Your free afternoon to explore the village OR, go 
walking in the nearby countryside OR, visit the nearby village of 
Stoney Middleton further down the valley OR, visit the outdoor 
shoe warehouse at Calver OR, a trip to Chatsworth (6 miles) 
 

 4:00pm: Tea and coffee with of Eyam Village Society. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Saturday 16th July: BULL BRIDGE in the DERWENT VALLEY 
WORLD HERITAGE SITE, as the guests of BULL BRIDGE & 
SAW MILLS AREA CIVIC SOCIETY at The Lord Nelson, Bull 
Bridge Hill, DE56 2EW, just off the A610 Ripley Road between 
Ripley and Ambergate. (Or 25 minutes walk from Ambergate 
Station) Full details of the programme for the day, including 
maps, will issued to member societies one month in advance. 
 

10.00am: Reception, tea & coffee. 
 

10.30am: Association General Meeting. 
 

12.00pm: Lunch at the Lord Nelson 
 

13.30pm: Guided walk: by Bull Bridge & Saw Mills Area CS. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Saturday 22nd October: ANNUAL CONFERENCE: All day 
training and information session as the guests of LEICESTER 
CIVIC SOCIETY. The date has been moved on by one week to 
avoid clashing with the Civic Voice AGM on 15th October, which 
is being held in Sheffield and which many societies will wish to 
attend. Full details of our annual conference will be in EMACHS 
Mag. No. 28 published on 1st September, but Leicester CS 
confirm that the proposed subject is conservation in historic 
towns, it will be held at the Jewry Wall Museum within the City’s 
Roman Baths, and that they expect guest speakers from English 
Heritage, Leicester City Council and others. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Saturday 21st January 2012: Northamptonshire’s turn. Guest 
speaker and general meeting. Any volunteers please? 
 

http://www.eastmidcivicsocieties.org.uk/


CIVIC VOICE SPRING FAIR 
 

Manchester: Saturday 19th March: Over sixty civic societies 
came together in the historic Friend’s Meeting House in the 
centre of Manchester to hear Griff Rhys-Jones introduce this 
major event on the Civic Voice calendar. With the two exceptions 
of Birmingham and Leicester all were societies from Lancashire, 
Yorkshire and points north. A second event was to be held at 
Reading the following Saturday, which it is presumed saw better 
attendance from midlands societies. Subjects covered included 
campaigning does and don’ts, (a presentation by Leicester Civic 
Society) non-designated heritage assets & local lists, (see EIA’s 
on the front page) dealing with neglect, heritage champions, the 
problems & opportunities of transient and new populations, and 
relationships with local planning authorities. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

2011 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Saturday 9th April: Many thanks to Newark Civic Trust for hosting 
our tenth AGM. We had a good constructive meeting. It is 
however to be regretted that despite a centrally placed, excellent 
historic venue and beautiful weather, only eight individuals 
representing five societies attended. Your officers consider that 
there is no excuse for such a low turn out, particularly given the 
more than adequate notice. 
 

The accounts for 2010-11 were approved and are enclosed with 
this newsletter. Stuart Bailey gave notice of his intention to retire 
with effect from the 2012 AGM. Stuart has been Hon. Treasurer 
since 2001 and editor of EMACHS Magazine since 2005. 
Replacements for these positions are now actively sought. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ASSOCIATION OF PRESERVATION TRUSTS SEMINAR 
 

Lincoln: Friday 15th April: The subject of APT’s spring seminar 
was “Localism and the Big Society” and there was a large turn 
out by civic societies and local authority planning and 
conservation officers. Speakers revealed that the Regional 
Development Agency owns 29 assets in the East Midlands and 
that these were being disposed of to local authorities - if not 
secretly then very quietly indeed. The British Waterways Board 
business model for heritage assets was highly recommended. 
Nationally BWB are the third largest owner of heritage assets 
next to the Church of England and Network Rail. 
 

There was much on the Localism Bill (See EMACHS Mag. No. 
26) some civic societies being totally unaware of the information 
that is available. (Obviously not EMACHS members) It was 
stressed that Neighbourhood Plans are ideal instruments for 
civic society involvement. “Community Right to Buy” will in reality 
be community right to bid but should still be a good way for small 
towns and villages to rescue their local shops or pubs.  
 

There was a presentation by the Vivat Trust on the use of 
historic properties as holiday homes. 
 

Also of note was the emphasis put on civic society volunteers 
helping their local councils monitor and review heritage at risk. 
Hopefully something all EMACHS members do anyway. 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 

 
DARLEY ABBEY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Spring 2011                                  www.darleyabbey.com/dasintro 
 

The position concerning traffic in the village is continuing to be 
closely monitored by members of Darley Abbey Society. 
Following the work done to identify and document traffic issues, 
these were taken forward to the sub group of the Darley 
Neighbourhood Board, which deals with traffic and transport.  
There was agreement in the sub-group on many of the issues 
but a 20mph speed limit for all traffic in Darley Abbey did not find 
favour.  However, it is understood to be Government policy to 
introduce 20mph speed limits in residential areas, so the idea 
has not been abandoned. 
 

The Society has also been pressing for parking restrictions 
around the junction between South Avenue and Church Lane 
where parking associated with the Old Vicarage School can 
make it hazardous for drivers.  Derby City Council has 
investigated this and does not believe that any further 
restrictions are justified.  One of the reasons for this decision is 
that there are no records of any accidents having occurred as a 
result of this parking.  However, the City Council is in favour of 
funding being provided to enable civil enforcement officers to 
show a presence at both Walter Evans and the Old Vicarage 
Schools from time to time to provide advice to drivers who park 
in a way that is hazardous to other road users.  
 

There have also been concerns over pavement parking in Darley 
Abbey and a simple flyer has been produced that requests the 
pavement is not obstructed by parking and that to do so is 
dangerous for pedestrians. 
 

There have been fears over the future of the bus service through 
the village, and the Society has written to Derbyshire County 
Council to express the view that the withdrawal of this service 
would cause hardship to residents.  
 

The chill winds of economic reality are blowing and government 
cuts are beginning to bite with a vengeance. Of particular 
concern to Darley Abbey Society is the reduction of Derby City 
Council’s planning enforcement officers to one. Due to 
retirements the policing of conservation areas is at risk. 
 

The Council has received two bids from potential developers of 
the stable block behind the Park Café and the Society is 
monitoring the situation closely, as they are keen to see the 
stables restored as a matter of urgency. 
 

MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

April 2011                    www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The Melbourne CS Civic Award for 2011 has been made to the 
Tithe Barn, Church Square, Melbourne. The judges noted that 
an outstanding historic building in Melbourne has now been 
preserved for posterity. With its patchwork quilt of masonry and 
brickwork and new roof, the building has been transformed. The 
local building contractors deserved official recognition for their 
high standard of craftsmanship while working within the 
constraints of English Heritage guidelines. The finished result 

http://www.melbourne/


has created a big visual impact on Church Square and an 
excellent restoration has been achieved.  
 

The Society also made a special award to 56 Potter Street, a 
little jewel in the heart of Melbourne. Strong design features 
based on the horizontal and vertical lines of the thatched cottage 
were carried out consistent with the use of modern materials. 
The weathering cedar wood and lead roof made a strong 
statement but the extension still preserves and even enhances 
the original building. Within the constraints of a small space a 
satisfying blend of the old and new has been achieved.  
 

Wandering around Melbourne the displays of daffodils seem 
particularly striking this year, especially the bank in the Junior 
School and the triangle at the bottom of Chapel Street. Could it 
be that daffodil bulbs are invigorated by low temperatures or is it 
that the endurance of such a long winter has sharpened our 
appreciation? Whatever the reason the dividends reaped from a 
modest outlay of money and effort only encourages the Civic 
Society to carry on brightening Melbourne’s streets. Wordsworth 
may have loved the Lake District but he never had the chance to 
see Melbourne in the spring. 
 

Five years ago, in the heady days of inexorable airport 
expansion, East Midlands Airport produced its Master Plan, 
forecasting a quadrupling of freight and a doubling of 
passengers by 2016 with consequent great increases in night 
time noise and airport employment. This plan reflected 
Government predictions for massive expansion of UK airfreight 
and passengers. 
 

In actuality neither air freight nor air passengers have followed 
the Government forecasts: total UK airfreight has not increased 
for the last decade and air passengers have reduced by 12% in 
the last three years. Neither has EMA traffic performed to plan: 
EMA airfreight has remained static for the last five years; 
passengers contracted by 29% since 2008. The fall at EMA is 
significantly greater than the UK as a whole, due to the airport’s 
high dependence on leisure passengers, a sector particularly 
sensitive to economic conditions. Passengers last year were the 
lowest since 2002.  
 

So, four years into EMA’s expansionist plan, what has 
happened? Rather than the major expansion predicted, we have 
actually seen a contraction and some loss of jobs. The Master 
Plan was due for revision this year, and Melbourne CS has been 
urging the airport to reduce traffic targets to realistic levels. 
However, at their last meeting, EMA argued that there are 
economic and legislative changes affecting the future of aviation, 
and proposed to defer revision “until the situation becomes 
clearer”. It is not obvious when, or how, the situation will be 
clarified, so we don’t know when EMA will actually revise their 
plan. However the airport’s growth forecasts now look wholly 
unachievable. Oil prices are high, increasing the cost of air 
transport, and UK disposable incomes are reducing, depressing 
demand for leisure travel. In these circumstances, any significant 
increase in passengers seems unlikely. Any potential freight 
growth is likely to be much lower than the airport plan. So growth 
of aircraft movements seems likely to be, at most, modest and 
thus perhaps we can expect little increase in aircraft noise.  
 

MELTON MOWBRAY & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
 

January 2011 
 

The Civic Society is now having regular meetings with the 
Leader and the Chief Executive of Melton Council. They are able 
to bring up any concerns and put forward positive suggestions 
for the future. As a result of discussions, the Council has offered 
the opportunity to have a certain amount of printing done by their 
reprographic unit at the Council Offices. This will be useful, and 
the CS is grateful for this help.  
 

Representatives of Blue Badge Guides, Friends of the Carnegie 
Museum, Melton & Oakham Waterways Society, Melton 
Borough Council, Melton in Bloom, Melton Mowbray & District 
Civic Society, Melton Mowbray & District Historical Society, St 
Mary’s Church, and Melton Mowbray U3A, have come together 
as the Melton Mowbray Heritage Group. The purpose of the 
Group is to plan and carry out practical projects which will record 
Melton’s heritage for the future, making it easily accessible for 
everyone, and ensuring that no more of it is lost through neglect. 
Each of the organisations remains independent but they are 
working together. Several interesting projects have been 
completed including the Blue Plaque scheme and the floor 
tombs in St Mary’s Church. More projects are in the pipeline. 
 

The photographic recording of all the floor tombs in St Mary’s 
Church is a work in progress. This work is needed because the 
slabs are wearing out with the passage of the years, and soon it 
will not be possible to read them. 
 

Melton Mowbray has many famous people associated with it. 
The plan to start a scheme of Blue Plaques in Melton Mowbray 
to commemorate some of its historic residents is going well. The 
Heritage Group has researched and designed three. These will 
be put in place early this year. Without Council help the 
production of the Blue Plaques would not have been possible. 
 

Are we losing our heritage skills? According to the Heritage 
Crafts Association we are. The Civic Society has been trying 
hard to find a way to have the Squire’s Monument in Burton 
Lazars Churchyard restored. This early eighteenth century 
monument is listed, is twenty feet high, covered with carvings 
and surrounded by wrought iron railings. In its heyday, it was 
clad with faux marble and gold leaf. The Society’s aim is to 
protect what is left. Even this modest aim requires craftsmen 
with the necessary skills but finding any has proven difficult. 125 
nations have signed up to the UNESCO Convention aimed at 
protecting traditional crafts and skills. The UK has not done so! 
Without craftsmen, we cannot protect our priceless heritage. 
This should be a national campaign. 
 

Melton Mowbray’s “Partnership Scheme in Conservation 
Areas”(PSICA) is now into the third year, and if you look around 
the town you will see that many fronts of listed buildings have 
been transformed. Plastic replacement windows have been 
taken out and traditional wooden frames put back. The shop 
fronts too have been replaced with well-proportioned traditional 
designs. English Heritage has recognised that Melton’s town 
centre is nationally important and they have supported the 
PSICA scheme with significant funding. So pleased is English 



Heritage, that they are prepared to continue this funding, and are 
planning to hold their “Historic Environment Local Management” 
(HELM) conference in Melton Mowbray this year. Delegates will 
come from all over the country to see what has been achieved 
and the town is now seen as a national example. 
 

It is widely recognised that an interesting, historic town centre, 
which has been cherished brings in visitors to spend their 
money. A vibrant town centre economy is good for everyone. 
Melton Mowbray & District CS works hard to support this PSICA 
and to take note of future developments. Vigilance is vital! 
 
NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

May 2011                   www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Nottingham City Council has started to review organisation and 
management, which has led to their vacating a number of well- 
known prestige buildings. New uses, or indeed new owners, 
have to be found. Among those buildings about which the Civic 
Society has expressed concern are the Guildhall in Burton Street 
and the former Costume Museum in Castle Gate. Both of these 
buildings are important historic assets and must not be allowed 
to deteriorate whilst awaiting appropriate new uses. 
 

Since the beginning of April the Council House has become the 
headquarters of the Coroner’s Service and also the Registrar of 
Births, Marriages & Deaths, with the finely decorated rooms and 
chambers providing dignified accommodation for such events as 
inquests and extremely attractive settings for weddings. It is 
fortunate that Nottingham’s most important flagship building has 
already found an appropriate role, and one closely related to the 
City of Nottingham and its citizens. Even though the close 
connexion between Councillors and the building built for them is 
no longer so strongly maintained, the new role for the Council 
House, recently upgraded to Grade II –star, will ensure that it will 
continue to be at the heart of the City. 
 

The Civic Society has been assured that great care will be taken 
of the building, that its special character will be protected, and 
that ceremonial and special vents will still take place there. The 
Council Chamber will still be used for Council meetings and it will 
still be possible for visitors to take guided tours of this 
magnificent building, many given by Society members. 
 

A Civic Society programme of new commemorative plaques is 
now underway. In March the Lord Mayor unveiled a plaque at 
the birthplace of Nottingham writer Alan Sillitoe, and the Lord 
Mayor also officiated at the recent unveiling of a Society plaque 
on the site of the Black Boy Hotel on Long Row, an event widely 
covered by the local media. 
 

“Welcome to Sherwood my lady,” cried Errol Flynn to Olivia de 
Havilland whilst perched in an ancient oak somewhere in 
California, and “Welcome to Sherwood” proclaims a cheerful 
new sign, shaped like a tree with colourful leaves. Mansfield 
Road, Sherwood now also boasts modern street furniture with 
metal benches, bike rails and trees. The remodelling has created 
the space for a miniature street market selling local produce, 
food and handmade gifts. Since April this year his has now been 
up and running once a month.  

Nottingham Civic Society’s excellent newsletter continues its 
richly deserved reputation for well-researched and readable 
articles on aspects of the City’s history.  There is an article on 
Nottingham’s two great mid-nineteenth century town maps, both 
published in 1861 and with facsimiles published by the Society.  
 

An article on the “Crane Houses” of the Wollaton Estate (Sutton 
Passeys Conservation Area) makes fascinating reading, whilst 
an article entitled “Architectural Vandalism” laments the 
deliberate destruction of the 1757 Nuthall Temple in 1929. 
 
Finally Nottingham Civic Society launch their new guided walk 
‘Decorative Nottingham’, an excellent addition to the corpus of 
walks provided by civic societies that encourage visitors to “look 
up” and rejoice at the architectural delights on show in the towns     
and cities of the East Midlands. 
 
WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Spring 2011 
 

Wellingborough Civic Society are inviting entries for their 2011 
Award. Entries are encouraged that further the aims of the 
Society, encourage high standards of architecture and town 
planning, stimulate public interest in and care for the beauty, 
history and character of the town and encourage conservation, 
development and improvement of features of general amenity or 
historical interest. Previous winners have included 
Wellingborough Museum and Wellingborough United Reformed 
Church. 
 

THANK YOU - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING! 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
The East Midlands Association of Civic and Heritage Societies 
originated with The Midlands Amenity Societies Association 
founded in 1987 to represent societies registered with the former 
Civic Trust.  
 
Chairman EMACHS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. emasachair@aol.com 
 
Vice-Chairman EMACHS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Hon. Secretary EMACHS, & Hon. Secretary Leicester Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Tel: 07703-459028. howardw@gmx.co.uk 
 
Hon. Treasurer EMACHS, Editor EMACHS MAGAZINE & Chairman 
Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Tel: 01509-520904. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Society Casework Advisor & Hon. Treasurer Nottingham Civic 
Society: Ian Wells, 4a Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, Nottingham, 
NG3 2PR. Tel: 0115-950-4464. ianwells@thorneywood.fslife.co.uk 

mailto:hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk

