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C O N F E R E N C E  R E P O R T  
 

Saturday 22nd October saw our annual conference held this 
year in the historic surroundings of the Jewry Wall Museum 
and Roman Baths, Leicester. In splendid sunshine that lit 
up the Second Century baths, we welcomed 29 individuals 
from twelve Civic Societies, (38% of our membership) and 
English Heritage, Leicester City Council, Opportunity 
Peterborough, The Victorian Society and the Friends of 
Jewry Wall Museum. 
 

Our Chairman Ernie Napier, introduced Dr. Anthony 
Streeten, Director of English Heritage, East Midlands, who 
spoke on “Conserving our Historic Environment” and 
Jennifer Timothy, Senior Buildings Conservation Officer 
with Leicester City Council, who spoke on “Intelligently 
Managed Change” with illustrations drawn from Leicester. 
Finally before lunch we welcomed Steve Bowyer, Head of 
Economic Development for Opportunity Peterborough who 
gave a fascinating presentation on the heritage programme 
in that handsome City. 
 

Conference members then scattered for lunch. Many 
selected Leicester’s nearby Elizabethan Grammar School 
dating from 1573 and recently converted for use as an 
excellent restaurant, where Stuart Bailey described the 
extraordinary history of the building as revealed by recent 
archaeological excavations in connexion with the 
Highcross Shopping Centre development. 
 

After lunch, Jennifer Macgregor, Chairman of the Friends of 
Jewry Wall Museum gave a guided walk of the Roman 
Baths and fielded questions on the role of volunteers at 
heritage sites. Ian Wells then gave a presentation on the 
proposals for a new conservation area at Beeston Station 
and Stuart Bailey a presentation on proposals for new 
conservation areas at South Knighton and The Portland 
Enclave in the City of Leicester. 
 

Our thanks go to Leicester Civic Society for organising an 
enjoyable and informative event. 

 

ONE VOLUNTEER PLEASE 
 

As was announced in EMACHS Mag. No.27, Stuart Bailey is to 
retire at the 2012 AGM. We are particularly grateful to Hilary 
Silvester and Ian Wells who have volunteered to run EMACHS 
MAGAZINE and to our Hon. Secretary Howard Wilkins, who will 
be taking over responsibility for the website. However we still 
need a volunteer for the comparatively simple role of Hon. 
Treasurer. (Only thirty-two members at the moment) If you’re 
somewhere out there then don’t be shy. There are only five 
months left. Please get in touch. 
 

 

FORTHCOMING ASSOCIATION EVENTS 
 

Saturday 21st January 2012: General Meeting at 
Wellingborough Museum, as the guests of Wellingborough Civic 
Society. Further details will be emailed to all member societies 
before Christmas. 
 

Saturday 28th April: 11th Annual General Meeting plus guest 
speaker (and/or town walk) at historic Fydell House, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, as the guests of Boston Preservation Trust. Please 
note change of date to that previously notified. Full details in 
EMACHS Mag. No. 30 to be published on 1st March 2012. 
 

THE 2012 EMACHS AWAYDAY: June-ish? Volunteer hosts 
please contact our Secretary Howard Wilkins ASAP. 
 

Saturday 21st July: Leicestershire’s turn. Any further volunteers? 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 

BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

August 2011          www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Browtowe Councillors have been scrutinising their policy on 
roller shutters and the Civic Society was asked to make 
representations. Roller shutters, if needed, are an important part 
of townscape. One only has to look at a parade of empty shops 
that have solid shutters and realise just how derelict and 
unfriendly it looks, the sort of place frequented by gangs of 
youths and graffiti artists. Compare that with a shop whose 
business necessitates security but has chosen perforated or 
grille-type shutters, often in colours to enhance the shop front.  
At a Council meeting it was however interesting to hear the 
wider aspects, including that of insurances companies that will 
not insure certain types of open shutters. Planning officers will 
discuss shutters when dealing with applications for new shop 
fronts and explain their policies. Sometimes shutters are put up 
that are contrary to policy. In these cases Civic Societies can 
contact their local authority and ask for enforcement action to be 
taken against owners who have acted without planning consent. 
 

Beeston & District Civic Society continues with its programme of 
at least twelve new blue plaques. Number six has just gone up 
and is for no less a personage than General Ireton of Civil War 
fame, who was born on Church Lane, Attenborough four 
hundred years ago this Autumn. 

http://www.eastmidcivicsocieties.org.uk/


DARLEY ABBEY SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

Autumn 2011            www.darleyabbeysociety.co.uk 
 

For the past few months Innes England on behalf of Derby City 
Council have been inviting bids from organisations interested in 
restoring and bringing the Park Stables into commercial use. 
This is an important part of the Darley Abbey Regeneration 
Plan, which lays down detailed requirements as to what repairs 
are needed and how the structure, including some important 
internal features such as the horse stalls, should be preserved. 
The successful bidder will have access to a grant. Council 
officers are examining bids and a report is being prepared to be 
submitted to the council cabinet in the autumn.  
 

Darley Abbey Society says that this has been a long and drawn 
out process. I was originally announced that work would begin 
last autumn, and it now looks like another winter will come and 
go before anything is done - with further deterioration to the 
fabric of the building. The situation has not been helped by the 
number of Conservation Officers at Derby City Council. The 
Senior Officer has retired, and another moved to London, 
leaving one part-timer to hold the fort pending recruitment.  
 

 

If you need to enter into any meaningful argument with your 
local authority on declining numbers of conservation officers go 
to www.helm.org.uk/LASR for Third Report on Local Authority 
Staff Resources published by EH, ALGO and IHBC - Ed. 
 

 

Balfour Beatty is replacing street lighting on behalf of Derby City 
Council. Due to its status in the World Heritage Site, Darley Abbey 
Conservation Area is to have lights in keeping, with a design 
based on the existing light in the Church Yard.   
 

Derby City Council has announced that it intends to carry out 
necessary repairs to the Park Terrace this autumn. Friends of 
Darley Open Spaces have been consulted as to how the terrace 
should look when the work, which should take about two months, 
is completed.  
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 

November 2011             www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The Buildings of Local Interest List (LIL) continues to excite 
controversy. Despite the implications of the EU Directive, which 
became law in March of this year, Leicester City Council will not 
admit that LIL buildings are  “buildings of significance”. This 
featured at the first meeting of the City Mayor’s “Heritage 
Partnership” in which Leicester Civic Society is an enthusiastic 
participant. The Partnership wishes the Civic Society to assist in a 
re-survey of the LIL in Leicester, to produce a definitive version 
that all can put their names to and defend at appeals.  
 

An application has been made to demolish the historic Abbey Mills 
dating from 1891, on the river navigation and built a block of 
apartments. Like the Wagon Works (1898) on Upperton Road the 
Mills are on the LIL and the Civic Society is calling for an Article 4 
Direction to remove permitted development rights, enabling a 
decision to be made on the historic merits of the building. Not to 
do so would establish a precedence, which if the developer at 

Upperton Road were to appeal against any refusal of consent to 
demolish, could be used against the City Council. Having applied 
Article 4 status to one historic property the Council must react the 
same way with all such others under threat. 
 

The Bank of Ireland as administrators are now effectively owners 
of Friar’s Mill, another historic mill on the City’s riverside, and have 
withdrawn the previous redevelopment application, agreeing with 
Leicester City Council that they will market the property if the 
Council prepare a development brief. This is painfully slow 
progress, as is that of English Heritage who have been sitting on 
the Civic Society application for re-grading of Friar’s Mill from 
grade 2 to grade 2-star for 28 months. Is this a record? 
 

Leicester City Council Planning Committee has granted 
permission for the latest proposals at London Road Station. These 
would involve alterations to the layout of the forecourt that in the 
opinion of many are unworkable. The Council has attempted to 
negotiate but this has proven impossible, as the owner’s hidden 
agenda is preparation for the lower half to be converted into a 
shopping mall, thereby wrecking the largest historic enclosed 
space in the City. The Civic Society will vigorously oppose such 
proposals, as running counter to Government Guidance on listed 
buildings and City Council Policy on the historic environment. 
 

Meanwhile, in a surprise move the Planning Committee has 
refused Leicester University permission for a new Medical School 
in the grounds of Regent College. This has been warmly 
welcomed by the Society, which strongly opposes this important 
green space being built over. The Society is preparing a case for 
extension of the New Walk Conservation Area that will go to the 
City Council next spring and has applied to have the 1928 College 
added to the Statutory List. Success in this will greatly strengthen 
the case for the enhanced conservation area. 
 

Leicester Civic Society has succeeded in having Western Park 
Open Air School, dating from 1930, added to the Statutory List. 
The inspector for English Heritage commented that, “This is a rare 
surviving example of an open air school. Its plan has remained 
virtually intact, and all the characteristic elements of the school 
that express the principles of open-air education remain legible. 
The school retains its parkland setting, which was important to its 
ambience and function. It embodies the progressive medical and 
educational ideas of the period and demonstrates the ambition of 
the Leicester authorities to provide a suitable education for local 
children in poor health”. This success strengthens the case for a 
Western Park Conservation Area on which the Society is also 
working. 
 

English Heritage has published its 2011 “Heritage at Risk 
Register” and there are worrying additions in the form of Joseph 
Goddard’s Leicestershire Bank and G. G. Scott’s Church of St. 
Saviour It is a matter for concern that the Register shows a 
significant increase in its entry for the City of Leicester. 
 

The outstanding event of Heritage Open Days this year was “Our 
Leicester Day” on 11th September. A local businessman had the 
bright idea of turning the whole of Leicester Market over to 
voluntary organisations for a day, having witnessed a similar 
event whilst on holiday in France. The Civic Society exhibition 
stand did a roaring trade. There was record distribution of 
membership leaflets and several passers-by joined on the spot. 

http://www.helm.org.uk/LASR
http://www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk/


MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2011                    www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 

South Derbyshire District Council is in the process of preparing 
a new Local Plan. Earlier this year the Council held drop-in 
sessions to gauge opinion in Melbourne and other towns and 
villages in its area. Under the terms of the Localism Bill regional 
housing forecasts will be abolished but local planning authorities 
are required to co-operate with adjoining authorities in each 
Housing Market Area (HMA) to consider how many new homes 
should be built and where they should be located. South 
Derbyshire, Derby City Council and Amber Valley Borough 
Council are working together to plan for new development in the 
Derby HMA. In the summer the authorities published various 
options for housing growth in the period up to 2028, and asked 
for comments by way of a questionnaire.  Melbourne Civic 
Society is primarily concerned with the future of Melbourne, but 
this could be affected by whichever option is preferred, and they 
have formally responded to the questionnaire. The consultation 
document and the questionnaire can be viewed in full on the 
council’s website www.south-derbyshire.gov.uk/LDF. 
 

Walkers contribute many thousands of pounds per annum to the 
local economy of Melbourne and on the whole the paths, which 
attract them, are in good condition. However there are paths 
that regularly cause problems. These include the pathway from 
the Intake to Pool Farm, which is usually not returned to a 
walkable state after ploughing (Melbourne Hall Estate) and the 
path from Ramsley House to Castle Donington, which is in a 
very poor state of repair until it reaches the Leicestershire 
border. The Civic Society is continuing to put pressure on 
Derbyshire County Council to improve these routes.  
 

NEWARK CIVIC TRUST MAGAZINE 
 

www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk 
 

Proposals for the former Robin Hood Hotel on the corner of 
Lombard Street and New Street are the cause of much 
controversy. The developer had proposed to keep key elements 
of the building but has now submitted an application for total 
demolition, clearance of the site and erection of five new retail 
units. Newark Civic Trust has made a robust submission, which 
has been subsequently reinforced by English Heritage and 
many private individuals. 
 

The Trust describes this issue as “energising” resulting in new 
active members for itself and its planning committee. This is 
something seen in many civic societies. It takes a major 
controversial issue to increase membership and increase active 
membership, whereas a larger active membership may have 
deflected the controversial issue in the first place. As a result 
societies are often active in direct proportion to the threats 
perceived by their communities. 
 

Newark has an unusually rich library history for a town of its 
size; and indeed benefactors unequalled elsewhere in the 
County of Nottinghamshire, and very rare in the whole country. 
This rich history is brought vividly to life in an excellent feature 
article in this current magazine.  

NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

September 2011     www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

The ravages of time in empty and neglected buildings are a 
theme commented on increasingly in national newspapers and 
by conservation bodies. News comes frequently of civic and 
other public buildings being vacated by councils, with some 
being sold off by various means for commercial use such as 
hotels or company headquarters. (One town hall was even 
advertised for sale on eBay) Others however are failing to find a 
new use in these slowed-down times and are abandoned, 
gradually falling into decay, or to become the victims of 
vandalism. It is of course often difficult to find an appropriate 
use for large and sometimes rather inconvenient buildings but 
they are a part of our urban structure and our history, and they 
do not deserve to become the victims of a throwaway culture. 
 

It is not always civic buildings that suffer from neglect. 
Nottingham Civic Society continues to campaign for the 
protection and restoration of landmark buildings and areas that 
are at risk of gradual crumbling away - for instance The Station 
Conservation Area. The Society has hopes for the oldest house 
in Nottingham at 41 Pilcher Gate in the Lace Market and for 
County House (The Judges Lodgings) opposite The Shire Hall, 
which has now been secured and the exterior repainted but is 
still awaiting an appropriate use. 
 

Two recent success stories of restoration and re-use are at the 
other end of the city centre: Number 20 Park Row and The 
Pumping Station on The Ropewalk. Park Row’s attractive and 
quirky Italianate villa is at long last coming to life with building 
work going forward to transform the former solicitor’s office into 
a restaurant and wine bar, and the Society looks forward to the 
boards coming off the windows and the doors opening on a new 
era for a building which they originally helped to save. 
 

It is a great pleasure to find that the architectural practice of 
Franklin Ellis have been able to refurbish the former Park 
Pumping Station on The Ropewalk and with the addition of 
some attractive new build, create new offices for their practice. 
The Pumping Station was the last major work of the great C19th 
water engineer Thomas Hawksley (1807-1893) before he left 
Nottingham for a career in London in 1852. This project has 
received a Civic Society Commendation. 
 

Issues surrounding conservation and what are now referred to 
as ‘heritage assets’ are addressed both directly and by 
implication in new pieces of legislation currently going through 
Parliament and the public consultation process.  
 

The Localism Bill gives greater autonomy to local authorities to 
make decisions on planning issues, and also to 
‘neighbourhoods’ though it is somewhat difficult to understand 
how exactly how a neighbourhood is defined; easy enough in a 
village or suburb, but what is a city centre neighbourhood and 
where do Civic Societies fit into neighbourhood planning? 
 

The new National Planning Policy Framework also gives cause 
for concern. A huge document, which has been developed over 
the years has now been greatly reduced and simplified. Whilst 
this is in many ways to be welcomed, there is a feeling that it 

http://www.south-derbyshire.gov.uk/LDF


may be over-simplified and may in fact provide loopholes for 
inappropriate planning and development. There is danger here 
of throwing baby out with the bath water. There are aspects of 
the current planning policy framework which need to be retained 
or strengthened; in particular those which fundamentally shape 
the geography of and location of housing, economic and other 
development; those that recognise and protect the qualities that 
make places attractive and enjoyable by the sensitive 
management of change; and those which promote sustainability 
by mitigating the effects of climate change. 
 

SPALDING & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 

October 2011                       www.spaldingcivicsociety.org.uk 
 

There is a lot of good campaigning against proposed bad 
development and potentially bad government policy going on in 
Spalding. Like Nottingham, Spalding’s newsletter devotes a lot 
of space to detailed discussion of both the Localism Bill and the 
forthcoming National Planning Policy Framework. Your editor 
was particularly struck by the following, which will serve as an 
example of common sense for many societies. The whole article 
provides a good example of how Civic Societies think outside 
the box when it comes to such problems. 
 

Lincolnshire County Highways envisage a ‘relief road’ to the 
west of the town, eventually running from near to Luck’s Bridge 
on the B1173 to Pinchbeck Road, and a public consultation was 
held in July on the middle section, which it was said would help 
reduce traffic congestion in the town centre. As with many of 
these consultations it was however difficult to see it as anything 
more than a PR exercise.  
 

The basic reason for Spalding’s traffic congestion is simple: 
river, railway and Coronation Channel all run north/south; major 
road traffic flows run east/west. Inevitably the few places they 
can cross - bridges and level crossings - become pinch points. 
These are not only pinch points for through traffic. Major 
housing developments lie west of the railway and east of the 
river, further clogging the pinch points as residents try to reach 
the town centre’s employment zones, its shops, businesses, 
schools, surgeries, leisure and recreational facilities.  
 

Spalding Civic Society says that far more effective way to 
relieve congestion would be a relief road to the north, taking 
east/west through traffic out of the centre completely. This might 
run through Enterprise Business Park, bridge the railway north 
of Vernatt’s Drain and rejoin the existing A151 near Glen Bridge 
at West Pinchbeck. However this was not a choice on offer. Or: 
Why not let the cars wait? Build a new bridge at Winsover Road 
Level Crossing - but for bicycles and pedestrians only. This 
might encourage people to leave their cars at home. 
 

A Council scheme to extend the Herring Lane car park has been 
withdrawn following strong objections from the Civic Society and 
condemnation by English Heritage. This part of the conservation 
area is already severely eroded by the present car par. Spalding 
Civic Society says that no more of the town centre should be 
torn apart to provide car parking. Shortage of car parking in 
Spalding town centre is a myth and the Society produces the 
results of its own surveys to prove the fact. 
 

STONEYGATE CONSERVATION AREA SOCIETY 
NEWSLETTER 
 

November 2011        www.stoneygateconservation.org 
 

Stoneygate is a Victorian residential suburb to the southeast of 
Leicester City Centre. It is the City’s largest conservation area, 
approximately 187 acres, with many fine Victorian, Arts & Crafts 
and Art Deco houses, mature trees and gardens. The Society is 
vigorous in their protection and we are delighted to welcome it 
as an EMACHS member and to receive the latest newsletter.  
 

Stoneygate CAS comment frequently to Leicester City Council 
on planning applications that would affect their houses, trees 
and gardens. They have a close working relationship with 
Leicester Civic Society and act as whistle-blowers in a 
conservation area that attracts 25% of planning applications 
affecting the historic environment of the City. A major concern is 
often retrospective applications for hard standing at the front of 
properties. A retrospective application to enlarge an area of 
hard standing at 330 London Road might have been refused. 
One of the reasons it wasn’t, according to planners, was the 
precedence set by neighbouring properties. This suggests that 
the previous assurance that “every application is considered on 
its own merits” could be somewhat misleading. 
 

The Society welcomes the acquisition of the 1904 Stoneygate 
Tram Shed by Leicester Transport Heritage Trust, as a historic 
home for their collection of immaculately restored Leicester 
Corporation buses. The shed has always had a transport 
connexion eventually becoming a car garage and then home to 
a City Railway Museum in the 1960’s and 70’s. 
 

Stoneygate CAS believes in activities for its members and 
recent events have included a Heritage Treasure Hunt 
(Exhausting but fun - Ed) and the latest in a series of guided 
walks by local historians. 
 

IT IS GOOD TO READ SO MANY OF YOUR 

NEWSLETTERS - PLEASE KEEP THE NEWS COMING 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The East Midlands Association of Civic and Heritage Societies 
originated with The Midlands Amenity Societies Association founded in 
1987 to represent societies registered with the former Civic Trust.  
 

Chairman EMACHS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. emasachair@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman EMACHS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, and Chairman Nottingham Civic Society: Hilary 
Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary EMACHS, & Hon. Secretary Leicester Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Tel: 07703-459028. howardw@gmx.co.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer EMACHS, Editor EMACHS MAGAZINE & Chairman 
Leicester Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Tel: 01509-520904. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Society Casework Advisor & Hon. Treasurer Nottingham Civic Society: 
Ian Wells, 4a Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, Nottingham, NG3 2PR. Tel: 

0115-950-4464. ianwells@thorneywood.fslife.co.uk 

http://www.stoneygateconservation.org/
mailto:emasachair@aol.com
mailto:hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk

