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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Notice was given in EMACHS Magazine published on  
31st December 2011 of the 11th Annual General Meeting of 
EMACHS to be held at FYDELL HOUSE, SOUTH STREET,  

BOSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE, on 
 

SATURDAY 28th APRIL 2012 at 10.30am 
 

As the guests of BOSTON PRESERVATION TRUST 
 

In accordance with the Constitution of the Association, the 
purposes of the meeting will be: 
 

1. To receive the Annual Reports of the Chairman, Vice-
Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer and Casework 
Officer. 
 

2. To elect a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, 
Hon. Treasurer and Casework Officer together with any 
other representatives of member societies, to comprise the 
Officers of the Association for 2012 - 2013. The Chairman 
Mr. Ernie Napier, Vice-Chairman Mrs. Hilary Silvester, Hon. 
Secretary Mr. Howard Wilkins and Casework Officer Mr. Ian 
Wells, have indicated their willingness to stand.  
 

3. Mr. Stuart Bailey is retiring from post and the position of 
Hon. Treasurer is therefore vacant. 
 

4. To elect an independent examiner. 
 

5. Any other business proper to the meeting and at the 
discretion of the Chairman.  
 

A General Meeting of the Association will be held 
immediately after the AGM, at which there will be a talk by 
David Start, Director of Heritage Lincolnshire on the recent 
“Big Dig” archaeological excavations in Boston Market 
Place.  After lunch Mr. Start will then give us a tour of the 
Market Place. For those interested in the history and 
origins of their own market place this guided walk by an 
expert on the subject is not to be missed. 

VACANCY FOR TREASURER 
 
At our January meeting in Wellingborough concerns were 
expressed that although my retirement from this post is due at 
the AGM on 28th April and that this was announced at the 2011 
AGM, there are still no expressions of interest from any of the 
estimated two to three thousand individuals in our thirty-two 
member societies. 
  
It was therefore agreed that I would prepare a summary of the 
treasurer's duties and the time spent on them to encourage a 
positive response. Please copy and circulate this amongst your 
members. I shall be delighted to answer any specific questions. 
Any of our five officers look forward to hearing from you and I 
would be very pleased to meet potential candidates and discuss 
the matter with them. Needless to say the volunteer concerned 
would also have my continuing advice and support on 
assumption of the post. 

Stuart Bailey 
  

 

ASSOCIATION EVENTS 
 

Saturday 21st January: General Meeting at Wellingborough 
Museum, as the guests of Wellingborough Civic Society.  A 
rather poor turnout for this fabulous venue that has improved 
even further since our last visit in July 2008. There are new 
displays including a gigantic model railway of the town’s Midland 
Station in its heyday. Those who didn’t turn up missed a treat. 
 
Saturday 28th April: 11th Annual General Meeting at historic 
Fydell House, Boston, Lincolnshire, as the guests of Boston 
Preservation Trust. Talk and walk on the archaeology of Boston 
Market Place afterwards. See notice opposite. 
 
THE 2012 EMACHS AWAYDAY: June? Volunteer hosts please 
contact our Secretary Howard Wilkins ASAP. 
 
Saturday 21st July: General Meeting at Burbage, Leicestershire, 
as the guests of Burbage Heritage Group. Full details to follow 
but see the entry in this edition of EMACHS MAG and put the 
date in your diaries now. 
 

 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 
 
RETFORD CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS            2012 
 
 At the end of 2011 Retford Civic Society looks back with a 
sense of satisfaction and pride at what has been achieved. The 
society continues to be involved in exciting projects to improve 
the town and preserve its heritage. 
 
Retford’s annual Heritage Open Day, organised by the Civic 
Society, took place on Saturday 10th September, with a host of 
activities and buildings open to mark the occasion.  Retford was 
buzzing with hundreds of additional visitors. Ten buildings 
opened their doors to the public and most had special events 
taking place. The Museum and Tourist Information Centre acted 
as HQ for the day. A quarter peel of Plain Bob Royal rang out 

http://www.eastmidcivicsocieties.org.uk/


over Retford from St. Swithun’s Church, involving the ringing of 
all ten of the Church’s bells.  
 
This year the Chesterfield Canal Trust organised a gathering of 
the Historic Narrowboat Owners Club over the weekend, with 
beautiful old working boats above Town Lock. Seven vintage 
buses were parked in Grove Street. Trips on the buses proved 
popular and vintage cars were on display in the grounds of the 
museum. King’s Park in all its glory was available for everyone 
to see. There was a display on the history of the park at 
Goodwin Hall and it was wonderful that after two years hard 
work the community garden behind the hall was completed and 
open in time for HOD. 
 
In 2008 the Society identified Dyers Court as a ‘grot spot’ and 
decision was taken to create a giant mural depicting Clark’s 
Cleaners & Dyeworks, which had originally occupied the site. 
After three years of hard work, the unveiling of this splendid 
work of civic art finally took place in September 2011.  
 
The eyesores on Moorgate, in particular the derelict Banana 
Warehouse reported on previously, have now been resolved 
with some handsome restoration and redevelopment. However 
the Civic Society continues to express concern over the lack of 
progress with the King Edward School Building and fire-
damaged St. Albans Church. 
 
The tone of Retford Civic Society’s attractive and highly 
professional newsletter is resolutely upbeat, and nowhere more 
so than where it reports that despite the severe winter of 
2010/11 and the devastation caused, the town’s gardeners were 
up to the mark when it came to the 2011 Retford-in-Bloom 
competition and the standard was high. 
 
NOTTINGHAM CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
January 2012     www.nottinghamcivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Congratulations to Nottingham Civic Society, which celebrated 
its Golden Anniversary in January. A number of special articles 
on the origins and history of the Society are published its highly 
readable January Newsletter. 
 
The whole prospect of Nottingham’s City Centre and its retail 
profile was suddenly blown apart by Westfield’s bombshell 
decision to sell the Broad Marsh Centre just as work was 
commencing on Phase 1 of their huge redevelopment and 
extension of the site. Westfield has sold its majority interest in 
Broad Marsh to Capital Shopping Centres, who own the Victoria 
Centre. Nottingham is left with the remnants of the Broad Marsh 
plans and with questions as to its future. How will all this impact 
on shopping streets actually within the City Centre? 
 
As well as current city centre concerns, Nottingham Civic 
Society has been involved in consultation and comment 
regarding the University of Nottingham’s proposals for three 
very tall wind turbines at Grove Farm, a small and delightful 
enclave of countryside just under Clifton Bridge. This may be 
one of the closest turbine developments to a City Centre. Not 
only would it impact on the rural nature of the site but on the 

wildlife migration route of the Trent, the nature reserve at 
Attenborough, and the views to and from many of the city’s most 
important listed buildings. Although there have been many 
objections from both local residents, amenity societies, 
EMACHS and English Heritage, Nottingham CS is fearful that 
planning permission may be granted unless the local planning 
authorities (Nottingham and Broxtowe) can be persuaded that 
the scheme is inappropriate in this location and that the 
University should be encouraged to find a less damaging site. 
 
Nottingham City Council’s decision to extend parking charges to 
Sundays and evenings up to 8.00pm is an attempt to generate 
income faced by budget cuts. However the Civic Society feels 
this may militate against the cultural life, and evening and 
weekend economy of the City.  It is not just parking charges that 
present threats to the cultural life of Nottingham. Reduction in 
libraries and Museum provision are of great concern. The 
Society argues that it must be possible to promote such facilities 
rather than consider their closure. 
 
Nottingham Civic Society has for some time been concerned 
about the number of closed and derelict shops and other 
buildings in the City Centre. Some have been there for some 
years and currently, along with other towns and cities in the UK, 
abandoned and boarded-up buildings have become a 
commonplace feature of Nottingham’s streetscape. Now the 
Civic Society has set up a working party with local property 
agents, Nottingham Trent University Graphic Design 
Department and the architectural photographer Martine 
Hamilton Knight to look at ways of making empty shop windows 
more interesting and less depressing. This has been done in 
other towns and cities such as Cardiff, Southport, Leicester and 
Peterborough, and the Society is hoping that their initiative will 
encourage property owners, the business community and the 
City Council to give Nottingham a facelift. 
 
A recent report by the Royal Institute of British Architects 
reveals that the floor area of the average new three-bedroom 
house is 8% smaller than the recommended minimum - enough 
space to accommodate an additional small bedroom. The RIBA 
has launched its  “HomeWise Campaign” and is calling for 
buyers to insist on better information from estate agents and 
house builders to enable them to demand the most ideal layout 
and design for their new homes. 
 
NEWARK CIVIC TRUST MAGAZINE 
 
November 2011                               www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk 
 
The Potterdyke redevelopment continues as a matter of major 
concern. Newark Civic Trust has strongly objected to an 
application for demolition of the remaining elements of the 
former Robin Hood Hotel and redevelopment to provide five 
retail units with associated servicing. In their opinion the 
applicant has failed to fully establish the significance, ie. Special 
interest of the buildings both individually and as a group, 
including their contribution to the setting of other designated and 
non-designated heritage assets. This failure to establish 
significance means that no adequate assessment of impact can 
be undertaken, including the importance of the buildings for 



“space shaping”. (All very professional this. Ed) As to what is 
being proposed as a replacement the Trust finds the plans 
mediocre and irrelevant. They are an inappropriate design 
response to such an important focus point. 
 
The Trust has also objected to a development of six large retail 
units at Snaith’s Court, Middlegate. Their understanding was 
that the site would be developed as housing, with 99 
apartments, confirmed in a Newark & Sherwood Planning 
Committee document of 2005. The Trust is surprised at this 
proposal for retail outlets, especially as the Government is 
almost daily decrying the shortage of homes and making every 
effort to encourage the provision of affordable accommodation. 
One concern is that the largest unit is designated as a retail 
food outlet. The Trust finds this surprising with the many 
national food stores already established in the area. (Aldi, 
ASDA, Morrison and Waitrose are all within walking distance) 
 
In 2010 Newark-in-Bloom won a bonze award and in 2011 this 
was topped by a silver award. However the judges said they 
would like to see a higher level of litter and weed management, 
and resource management such as recycling. Offers of help for 
2012 are welcome. 
 
This excellent magazine concludes with a fascinating article on 
the history of Trent bridges in Newark. 
 
MELBOURNE CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
January 2012                    www.melbournecivicsociety.org.uk 
 
Work has been completed on the “first phase” of the restoration 
of the Castle Square Monument. The lamp column has been 
sand blasted and repainted, although removing the old paint has 
revealed a scaly appearance to the lower part of the column, a 
fault in the original casting process. The steps around the base 
were removed and re-bedded. It was found that repairs were 
required to the brickwork supporting the central plinth. After 
completion all the joints were re-pointed. The next stage will be 
reconnection of the electricity supply and provision of an 
interpretive board, all in time for the Diamond Jubilee. 
 
Melbourne CS had a great turnout for its autumn litter picking 
with sixteen keen volunteers on hand, filling at least twenty bags 
full of rubbish between them. It is sad that there is so much to 
remove even though there is now a clean up twice a year.  
 
Lots of daffodils have been planted this year. There should be 
splendid displays next spring at Blakemore Avenue, George 
Street and Ashby Road.  
 
In February 2011, Northwest Leicestershire District Council 
gave planning permission to extend the runway at East 
Midlands airport by 180 metres, which would allow heavier 
freight aircraft to depart. At the last Independent Consultative 
Committee meeting in November, airport management were still 
unable to confirm whether or not the extension will actually be 
built. There appears to be a long process of considering market 
opportunities to utilise the additional runway length. 
 

LEICESTER CITIZEN 
 
March 2012             www.leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

One of Sir Peter Soulsby’s one hundred promises for his first 
hundred days as City Mayor was the establishment of a 
“Heritage Partnership”. This now meets quarterly and consists 
of the City Mayor, interested councillors, (Yes - the people of 
Leicester voted for some at long last!) Council officers, the 
leading heritage bodies including Leicester Civic Society, both 
universities, the diocese and the local Society of Architects. It 
represents a remarkable breakthrough for the cause of 
Leicester’s heritage, after a long period of the heritage 
organisations being treated as little better than irritants. 
 
The impact of the Heritage Partnership was felt in the City 
Council’s current budget proposals that have now been 
approved. They say: 
 

• Protecting and improving the city’s built and natural 
heritage is a priority, working with our partners on the 
new Heritage Partnership. 

 

• Planning and heritage services will be protected and 
enhanced through this budget  

 

• Leicester is an ancient city with an important place in 
history and we want to promote understanding and 
increase pride in the built and natural environment. So 
we will increase funding to allow us to recruit two 
specialists who can help us to protect and enhance the 
city’s built and natural environment. Additional funding 
will also help to preserve protected trees and we want 
to invest more each year in grounds maintenance, 
events and activities at Leicester Castle, the Motte and 
the surrounding area. 

 
English Heritage has taken a staggering 31 months to decide 
NOT to re-grade the historic Friar’s Mill from Grade 2 to Grade 
2-Star. Leicester Civic Society and Leicestershire Industrial 
History have made a formal complaint to Simon Thurley over 
the excessive time it has taken to produce this negative result. 
 
The decision to grant planning consent for the 22-storey 
Megaclose development on Eastern Boulevard, Leicester was 
the straw that broke the camels back, and the resulting public 
outcry has led to the Council placing a moratorium on student 
housing until they hurriedly produced a Supplementary Planning 
Document. The draft SPD has now appeared and the people of 
Leicester have until March to comment. 
 
Mill Lane splits the De Montfort University Campus in two and 
DMU has published outrageous proposals to gently erase this 
ancient street from the map of Leicester. Despite extensive spin 
the planning application, to be submitted in March, will be hotly 
contested by the Civic Society and by local residents who don’t 
mind sharing but object to the University trying to take over the 
neighbourhood. 
 
The 2011 Civic Society Award for Restoration has been made to 
the YMCA Leicester, built for the YMCA by Albert Sawday in 
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1899. The current works are largely on the interior of the building 
where the panel found a commitment to restore a working building 
to its original use with the minimum of compromise to its historic 
internal features, together with the careful restoration of those 
features to the highest standard by the YMCA and Leicester 
architect James Badley of rg+P Architects of New Walk. 
 
Following discussions at the first Heritage Partnership Meeting 
in July 2011, the Civic Society conducted an initial survey as to 
the practicality of re-opening the view from the Victoria Park 
Lodges to the War Memorial of Sir Edwin Lutyens. Over a 
period of years trees have been planted, which now completely 
obscure the view of the memorial from the gates and it this that 
the Society wishes to see corrected. They believe this should be 
rectified by the creation of a processional way linking the two. 
Ideally this would be completed and opened in time for 
Armistice Day on 11th November 2014, in the centenary year of 
the Great War. There would be approximately three times as 
many new trees planted as the few that would require removal. 
These proposals were submitted to the City Mayor, investigation 
of them has been incorporated into the City’s Heritage Action 
Plan and they are a good example of the growing spirit of co-
operation between Leicester City Council and the Civic Society. 
 
CROFT HERITAGE GROUP 
 
Congratulations to Croft Heritage Group who have transformed 
the listed phone box in the village after it was purchased from 
BT by the Parish Council. Three sides now carry historic 
photographs of that part of the village that they face. The Group 
is now embarking on an oral history project and welcomes 
contributions from anyone with memories of this attractive 
Leicestershire village. 
 
BURBAGE HERITAGE GROUP NEWSLETTERS 
 
Autumn 2011 & Winter 2011/12          www.burbageheritage.co.uk 
 
Burbage Heritage Group are extremely strong on the social 
history of their village, which is the only reason their otherwise 
substantial and extremely well produced newsletter doesn’t 
receive wider coverage in these pages. 
 
Another publication of which they can be extremely proud is the 
“Burbage Heritage Trail”, a DL six-fold with history, drawings 
and a splendid map. EMACHS members will certainly want to 
use this at our 21st July meeting in the village. Copies are 
available from Howard Wilkins. 
 
BEESTON & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
 
December 2011          www.beestoncivicsociety.org.uk 
 
The Society has been involved actively in a number of local 
events in 2011. In cooperation with Beeston & District Local 
History Society, Stapleford & District Local History Society and 
Bramcote Conservation Society, ten blue plaques have now 
been installed in recognition of noteworthy persons and places 
of historic interest in the area. In November a plaque to Edward 
Joseph Lowe (1825-1900) was unveiled on the boundary wall to 

Broadgate House at 72 Broadgate. Lowe, an astronomer, 
botanist, founder member of the Meteorological Society and 
fellow of the Royal Society built Broadgate House as his home 
and observatory in the 1850’s.  
 
Members of the Society played a major part in the planning and 
organisation of September’s Heritage Open Days. The range of 
activities was even greater this year and the feedback extremely 
positive. The Beeston Carnival presented another opportunity to 
involve the Society in local celebrations and their stall was laid 
out early and manned by members throughout the day. 
 
The Civic Society is actively interested in proposals at Chilwell 
Conservation Area. They have opposed the application for 
demolition of the Old Cottage (343 High road) and wish to see it 
included in the conservation area review under consideration. 
 
The Borough Council has been approached on the subject of 
trees - their retention, preservation, planting and replacement in 
the area. 
 
Finally - where are we with the tram? It is anticipated that track 
laying itself won’t take place until Autumn 2012 (Beeston Town 
Centre) and then done in stages. (2013 for Chilwell Road and 
behind Richmond Court) Before that utilities have to be dealt 
with, culverts redirected, vegetation cleared; due regard will be 
paid to birds’ nesting habitats in March. Nottingham Tramlink as 
designers and constructors states it intends to use local 
suppliers where at all possible. 
 
IT WAS GOOD TO READ SO MANY OF YOUR 
NEWSLETTERS SINCE I TOOK OVER EDITORSHIP IN 2005. 
PLEASE KEEP YOUR NEWS COMING TO HILARY 
SILVESTER OR IAN WELLS BELOW. THEY LOOK 
FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU. 

          Stuart Bailey 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The East Midlands Association of Civic and Heritage Societies 
originated with The Midlands Amenity Societies Association founded in 
1987 to represent societies registered with the former Civic Trust.  
 

Chairman EMACHS: Ernie Napier, 75 Robin Hood’s Walk, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, PE21 9EY. emasachair@aol.com 
 

Vice-Chairman EMACHS, Representative to the East Midlands 
Heritage Forum, Editrix EMACHS MAG & Chairman Nottingham Civic 
Society: Hilary Silvester, 22 Wheatfields Road, Nottingham NG3 2PQ. 
hilarysilvester2002@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Hon. Secretary EMACHS, & Hon. Secretary Leicester Civic Society: 
Howard Wilkins, 46 Brookside, Burbage, Hinckley, Leicestershire 
LE10 2TL. Tel: 07703-459028. howardw@gmx.co.uk 
 

Hon. Treasurer EMACHS (Until 28th April 2012) & Chairman Leicester 
Civic Society: Stuart Bailey, 48 Meadow Avenue, Loughborough,  
Leicestershire, LE11 1JT. Tel: 01509-520904. 
chairman@leicestercivicsociety.org.uk 
 

Society Casework Advisor, Editor EMACHS MAG & Hon. Treasurer 
Nottingham Civic Society: Ian Wells, 4a Kelvin Road, Thorneywood, 
Nottingham, NG3 2PR. Tel: 0115-950-4464. 

ianwells@thorneywood.fslife.co.uk 
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